
Jolhi-I A. Rosholl, iSB # I037 
John K. Siml~soi~, ISB 1147112 
Travis L,. Thompsoll: ISR f i6168 
Paul L. Arrington, ISU #7 198 
BAliKEli ROSI-IOLT 61 S1MI)SON r,r,I> 
113 Main Ave. W., Suite 303 
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Anorneys for Milner Irrigation District, North Side 
Canal Con~pany, and Twin Falls Canal Company 

13EFOKli. THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

OF THE STATE OF IDAHO 

IN 'THE MATTER OF DISTRIBUTION OF 
WATER TO VARIOlJS WATER RIGI-ITS 
I-IEL,D BY OR FOR Tl-lE BENEFIT OF 
A&B IRRIGATION DISTRICT, 
AMERICAN FALLS RESERVOIR 
DISTRICT 112, BURLEY IRRIGATION 
DISTRICT, MILNER IRRIGATION 
DISTRICT, MINIDOICA IRRIGATION 
DISTRICT, NORTI-I SIDE CANAL 
COMI'ANY and TWIN FALLS CANAL 
COMPANY 
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STATE OF IDAHO ) 

1ss 
County oTTwin Falls, 1 

COMES NOW, Vince Alberdi, and being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

1. I am over the age of 18 and state the following based on my personal lil~owledge 

2. I an1 tile General Manager of the Twin Falls Canal Company (TFCC). I have held 

this position since 1992 
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.> iis Mai~ager: iiiy tlliiies ii~cl~itle assessiiig tile Coinpainy's water siippiy every 

irrigation season ai~d advising the Board of Direcrors regairding how iiiuch water to cleliver based 

LIIXIII a pel- share headgate delivery. I review tlie 111-edicted water supply in advance of the 

irrigation season and continue to monitor the supply on a daily basis throughout the season. In 

malting water delivery recommendations Lo the Board, I rely upon various i t~~o~mat ion  and clattl 

including: TFCC's historical n~ontlily diversions, forecasteci and measured natural flow in the 

Snalte River, measured spring flows in tlie American Falls reach (iml~ortantly the daily readings 

at the Spring Creek lJSGS gauge on the Fort I-la11 Iteservation), reservoir and TFCC's storage 

space fill, and finally snowpaclt and precipitation data for the Upper Siialte River Basin. 

4. I advise the Board weekly and monthly about water supply infor~~iation and the 

Board typically 111altes decisio~is on water delivery ol-rerations (how much water to cleliver per 

share) at the end of March or early April and again between July IS' and 15"'. 

5 .  Pursuant to TFCC's water rights and the physical capabilities of the project's 

diversio~i system, TFCC can deliver up to 314" (314 of one miner's inch) per share at the 

shareholder's heatigate. In reduced water supply yem-s, TFCC has been forced to deliver less 

water, including 518" (0.0125 cfs) per share and 112" per share. The delive~y at the headgate 

requires additional diversion at the source (Snalte Iliver at Milner Dam) beca~~se  of delivery 

losses, evaporation, ol-rerational spill, and a provision ihl- ~iieasurement error thro~~gliout the 

project. 

6 .  TFCC delivers water to the sliareholder's lleadgate for irrigation purposes but 

does not deteixline how a shareholder irrigates or what crops are grown on a shareliolder's lands 
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7. 'I'1::CC' 11oltls vai-ioiis ~lailii-ni ilow nncl sioriige wale]- rights lo t11e Snake iiivei-, 

dating fi-om the early 1900's: including tile f o l l o w i ~ ~ ~ : '  

Natural Flow Rights: 
Water Right No. 01 -00004 
Priority Date: Dece~nber 22, 191 5 
Diversion Rate: 600 cfs 

Water Right No. 01-00010 
Priority Date: April 1, 1939 
Diversion Ratc: 180 ci's 

Water Right No. 01 -00209 
l'riority Date: October 1 I ,  1900 
Diversion Rate: 3,000 ci's 

TOTAL: 3,780 c r ~  

Storape Space: 
97,183 acre-feet in Jacltson 1,alte 
148.747 acre-Seet in American Falls Reservoir 

TOTAL: 245,930 acre-feet of storage space 

8. Based upon carryover stol-age water horn 2006, predicted storage fill for 2007, 

and aster evaluating estimated natural ilow water supplies by April 1, 2007; the Board voted to 

allocate a 518" delivery per share for the 2007 irrigation season. T l ~ e  decision was made with the 

hope that TFCC could deliver 518" per share Sor the entire season. This delivery does not 

represent tlie f ~ ~ l l  supply providcd by TFCC's water rights ]lor the 314" per share delivery iliat 

?. - I I.CC has historically provided a11cI could provide ii'water was otlierwise available 

9. It is my understa~~cling that the Surface Water Coalition, on behalf of TFCC, has 

provided the Director with data and infor~natio~i detailing liistorical water ~liversions and crop 

irrigation requirements 011 the TFCC prqject. Specifically, the Coalitio~l lias made the lollowing 

filings for pulyoses of the Director's evaluation: 

I The following is 11ot an exhaustive list of all claims by TFCC in tlie SRBA. Rather, tllis inrormation regarding 
I'FCC's natural tlow axid storage rights is taken from t i le Dil-ec~oi.'s May 2 Ai17e17ili.d 01-cler. 
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a.  Mtlrcli 15; 2005 -- Srii;/(ii:i! i.l/iirrr. ('oriiiiioir 'r Re.s~jor?sc io Uii-i?cioi.'s Rcq~te.ri,/bi. 
ii?fi~r.riiiiliori 

b. April 15, 2005 - Szir;f[ri:e I.l/ii/ci. (,'otiiiiiori :s ,S~ippieilr~'17riil Re,s/:i,oiise io i)ir.ector's 
Infi)l.lniiiio~i Regziesi 

c. July 12, 2006 - Aficlcn~ii of Ci~i11.1e.s E. 131.oclci+~ci~~ iri Si.,i,i,or.l o fS~o f i t ce  PVr~ier 
Cooli~ioii 's Peiiiiori,fi~r Recori.si~/er-olion o j f i i r d  Szij1pler7~er1inl Oi.~/ei. Alne~idii?g 
Rej>lciceine17l PViiier Retj~iir-ernrnr.~ Fir~nl 2005 cf- Esliii?oied 2006 

d. April 1 3, 2007 - ,Sz~i;fiice Plfuiei. C'oriliiion 2007 PVnier Sr/j>pIy Assess11?ei7i 
e. J ~ i ~ i e  18, 2007 - U,~di~ ied  SPJ'C 2007 PVii~er Szipply As.~e.~smerii 

10. In addition to these previous lilings I aln provid~ng the following inrormation ibr 

the Director's review and coi~sideratiol~ fol- water light administration during the 2007 il-rigation 

season. I am providing this information to assist the Director in evaluating available water 

supplies and to understaild ?'FCC's operations this irrigation season. 

11. Pursuant to TFCC's water rights, TI'CC assesses aitd delivers water based upon 

202,690 shares. A sltareholder is authorized to irrigate one acre for each share the shareholdel 

owns. The Idaho Department of Water Resources recommended 196,162 il-rigated acres f o ~  

TFCC's claiins in the SIWA. Based upon assessments and water delivery records, TFCC is 

clelivering water to approximately this ilurnber of acres for the 2007 irrigation season. Cropping 

patterns Sor landowners on TFCC's project are approximately the same this year as they have 

been in the past, except for additioltal acreage i l l  corn and alfalfa pplanted this year based upon 

12. According to Water District 01's preliminary 2007 storage report, TFCC's storage 

space will be allocated 230,956 acre-feet this year 

13. 'T~I-ough June 11, 2007, TFCC has diverted 287,245 acre-feet under its natural 

flow water rights. Through that same l~eriod, TFCC has divelled 34,236 acre-feet horn its 

storage water supplies. As of June 19, 2007, TFCC has diverted 44,042 acre-feet horn its 

storage water supplies. 
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14. 1 linve reviewetl t1-1~: ,Slii:jiicc? i.l/ii!ei. C:o(i/i!ioi? 2007 I.l/li!ei. Slij?p!y .~.I .S~S. \ . I IZCIII  

(dated April 13, 2007) and the (/iiiiiirei! SW/I.' L,i'[i/iiiri- , T ~ i p j ~ ! j i  /l.c.se.r.rri~ei7i (dated June 18, 2007) 

(collectively hereinafter relkrred to as "2007 Supply Assessment") prepared by Brocliway 

Engineering, Inc. and IHDR Engineering, Inc. Rased upon the 2007 Supply Assesslilent (as talten 

horn NOAA's Water Supply Forecast), the April-July natural flow forecast for the Stlalte River 

at tleise has reduced SI-om 2,380 kAF (67% of average) as oi'April 7,2007 to 1,840 IIAF (52% of 

average) 011 June 8, 2007. The April-September natural llow forecast for the Snalte River at 

Neise is 2,150 ItAF (52% of average) as of June 8, 2007. According to the infor~nation compiled 

in the 2007 Supllly Assessment, temperatures are forecasted to be higher than no r~ l~a l  anci 

~xecipitation is forecasted to be lower than no11ilal t l l ro~gho~l t  the it-rigation season. 

15. Based upon my observalions 011 the TFCC project through this date, temperatures 

have beeti higher than normal and I have witnessed vel-y little precipitation. For example, 

temperature forecasts for the Twin Fails area this week are in the low to nlid 90s (degrees 

farenheit). Accordingly, water demand Sor the shareholders' crops on the TFCC project is high. 

1 expect this high demand to contiilue tl~roughout the season, particularly where additional corn 

has been planted. I expect that the additional corn on the project will pus11 demancl higher than 

normal in August. 

16. In my opinion, I estinlate that TFCC's monthly diversions through the rest of the 

2007 irigation, if temperatures and demand retnain high, wid precipitation remains low, will 

track as follows for natural flow and storage use (Apl-il, May, and June 1-1 I are actual 

diversions, and natural flow for JulyIAugustlSepteniber is a combined prediction): 

Month Natural Flow (af) Storage (af) Toral 

April 78,861 0 78,861 
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M dp 167,637 

S L I I I ~  (1-1  1) 40,747 

I 1 2 - 3 0  73,253 

July 

A L I ~ L L S ~  340,000 

Septembei 

October 75,000 

Total.; 775,498 

17. The above predictio~ls fol- natural flow availability for the rest of the  is-rigation 

season are b?~sed upon my experience delivering water on the project and a review oTIlistorica1 

cliversions 011 the TFCC project for those same 111o11ths from 2000 to 2006. See Exhibit A (Table 

that depicts n~onthly diversions for natural flow and storage for the 2000 to 2006 period). So Par 

this year, the April, May, and first part of June (1'' -- I I"') diversio~is are similar to 2004 and 

2001. In my opinion the predicted natural flow for the July-September period this year will be 

approximately 14,000 acre-Seet less than last year, based upon the declines in reach gains 

witnessed fiom 2004 to 2005 and again fi-orn 2005 to 2006. 

18. In my opinion, I am currently estimating that TFCC will exhaust its available 

storage water supplies and will have no carryover at the end ol'the irrigation season. 

19. My estimates Tor anticipated water usage on TFCC's project for the 2007 

~l-rigation season are based upon recorded monthly diversions horn 2000 to 2006 (Exhibit A), 

historical and current measured flows at the Spring Creelc gauge, lbrecasted and observed Snalte 

River flows, reservoir and TFCC storage space 131, and snowpack and precipitation data in the 

Upper Snake River Basin. 
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,~ ~, ~. 20. In  r i ~ y  15  years at I I-CC i linve never wiliiessetl ii iiioi~ih oi'Jnne like 2007 w11ei-e 

irrigation tiemand has been so l~igh and there was oiily approxiniatcly a 65% ofaverage 

si~owpaclc in the Upper Snalce River Basill. In addition, it is also nly understanding that there has 

been 110 nati~ral flow past Blaclcfoot in June this year. 

21. My estinlate with respect to TFCC's predicted storage water use is based up011 my 

understa~iding of the Directou's Fiji11 S Z I ~ ~ ~ I I ~ I I I ~ I I I ~ I I  01,clel- issued on May 23, 2007, which 

apparently requires IGWA to provide at least 58,913 acre-feet to ' F C C  during the il-rigation 

season. My estimate is also based upon TFCC's request filed with the Water District 01 Rental 

Pool (40,000 acre-feet). See Exhibit B (Water District 01 Rental Pool request chal-t provided by 

Watermaster Lyle Swank at the June 18, 2007 Committee of Nine meeting). 

22. Water District 01 estinlates that available natural flow within the district in 2007 

will most closely resemble the water supply that was available in 2001 and 1994. See Exhibit C 

(Water District 01 Weekly Reports June 5 and 19, 2007 and graph distributed by Watermaster 

Lyle Swank at .Tune 18, 2007 Co~nlnittee of Nine meeting). Rased upon my experience and 

observations so far this year, climatic conditions and available water supply in 2007 will be 

sirnilal. to the hot and dry conditio~ls witnessed in 2001. 

23. My concern about this year's water supply is confirmed by reduced storage 

supplies in Water District 01 (reservoir space did not fill); low natural llow runoffn~eas~ired at 

I-Ieise, low spl-ing flows measured at the Spring Creek gauge, and information provided by 

i ~ ~ i g a t i o n  companies that divert fiom the Great Feeder Cai~als Syste~ll above Blacltfoot, Idaho. 

See Exhibit D (Letlel- li-om Lloyd Niclts on behalf of the irrigation conlpanies Illat divert fiom the 

Great Feeder explaining problerns with reach gains and lowered ground water tables in the Rigby 

Fan area). 
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23. I have i-rviewcd [he Cli.ozintl 1Wiiti.i i)i.sii.ici.s ' .ioiiii I?(~,/ilric(~iiieii/ 1,Viiii.i. i ' l c i r ~  fiw 

21107. Dasecl ~ipoil my ~rading,  he plan does tior ideiltii$ any watel- that IGWfI has acijuireti (by 

lease or othwerwise) arid assigned to the Water District 01 Rental Pool. In addition, as of June 

18, 2007, IGWA 1x1s 1101 applied to rent any water from the Water District 01 Rental 1'001. See 

Exhibit B. It is my understa~lding that the 35,000 acre-feet identified in IGWA's plan niay be 

committed to he delivered to conversion acres in the North Side Canal Company system locateci 

witllin Water District 130 during the 2007 irrigation season. 

24. IGWA's plan does not provide me with any certainty regarding water delivery 

operations lor TFCC for the rest ofthis irrigation season. If the mitigation required by the 

Director's Fiji17 S~1~1l,leii7ei7r~11 Or,rlei is not provided (including additional ~nitigation that slioulci 

be forthcoming), TFCC will he ibl-ced to seek additional water supplies, make additional 

delivery cul-taihnents (lower per share headgate deliveries or shut dowii dilri~lg the ill.igation 

season) in 01-der to provide water through the end of the irrigation season. 

25. IGWA's promise to "guaranty" TFCC's water supply at the end ofthe year will 

not ~nitigate for the ongoing in-season injury to TFCC's water rights. In niy opi~lioll, "after-the- 

fact" mitigation does not provide water in a rnealli~~gfi~l and ti~uely manner and caill~ot be used 

when llialting in-season water delivel-y decisions. As demonstrated in the Water District 01 June 

19, 2007 Weekly Water Report, TFCC is capable oSa11d could have diverted storage water 

(44,042 to date) that was ordered to be proviclect by IGWA during the il~igation season. See 

Exhibit C. As of today, no mitigation water has been provided to TFCC. 

26. Reduced water supplies i~ljure TFCC's water rights and TFCC's shareholders in 

111any ways including costs associated with renting water from the Water District 01 Rental Pool, 
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rcducsd crop yicids, rcduccd irrigtuted acrcs, c o r n  for rcnihg nddirionai siiarcs. cosrq for 

modirying irrigation sys~sms, and J ic  costs of plmdng lower value crops. 

27. ITspring flovus nnd rmch gains (noturd flow conditions) in thc Ari~~+cun Fnils 

rcnch o l ' d~c  Snukr Rivcr improvcd, TFCC could dclivcr n gcnrcr supply to mcrt i ~ s  wntcr ri@ts 

and sliurrlioldcrs' irrigarion d~mtlnhs Tor 2007 and beyond. 

.I:UK1'1-IER. YOIJR AFFIAN'I' SAYEI'I-I NOUGHT. 
t2f 

Dntcd chis day of Junc, 2007. 

- 
Notnrv l~ublic'in 'mmd lbr ihr S u t r  of ldallo 
My Coniniission 13xpircs: 4- 3&'--~12/2 
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G 
I HERE13V CEliTlFV tl~at on this day oSJuiie, 2007, 1 caused lo be served a it-ile 

and correct copy ofthe Soregoi~ig AFFIDAVIT 01: VINCE ALBERDI by the method indicated 
below, and addressed to each o f t l ~ e  following: 

Via Elnail and U.S. Mail: 

Director David I?. Tuthill, Jr. 
Idaho Department of Water Resources 
322 E. Front St. 
Boise, Idalio 83720-0098 
\~ic~oria.wi~le@,id~\~r.idnlio.gov - 

Randy Budge 
Calldice McHugli 
Racii~e Olso~i 
P.O. Box 1391 
I'ocatello, Idaho 83204-1 39 1 
r c b @ r a c i n e h ~ N i  
cmmt21.acine- 

Jarnes C. Tuclter 
Idaho Power Cornpa~~y 
1221 West Idaho St. 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
iaiiiestuckeri~~ici;~lio~~ower~corn 

Jarnes S. L.och1iead 
Adam T. DeVoe 
Brownstein, 1-Iyatt & Farber P.C. 
410 17"' St., 22'ld Floor 
Denver. Colorado 80202 

Scott L. Ca~npbell 
MolTatt Tliomas Chid. 
101 S. Capitol Blvd., 10"' Floor 
P.O. Box 829 
Boise, Idaho 83701 
slci~moffatt.co~n - 

IDm - Eastern Region 
900 N. Slcyline Dr., Suite A 
Idalio Falls, Idalio 83402-1718 

IDWR - Southern Region 
1341 Fillmore St., Suite 200 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83301-3380 

Kathleen Malion Can  
IJ.S. Depaltment of Interior 
960 Broadway 
Boise, Idaho 83706 
l t~i ia~ioncar~ (~)yalioo.co~i~ 

.lo Beeman 
Beemati & Assoc. 
409 W. Jefferson St. 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
jo.bcern~m@,beeri1a111a~~.corn - 

Michael Gilmore 
Atto~ney General's Oflice 
P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, Iclaho 83720-001 0 
~ i i i l t e . g i l m o r e @ a g . i ~ i a l ~  

Terry T. Uhling 
J.R. Silllplot Co~i~pany 
999 Main St. 
Boise, Idalio 83702 
tuhling@,si,sim~~lot.com 
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Milte Creamer 
Givens i\~i-sley 
P.O. Box 2720 
Boise, Ida110 83701-2720 
rncc(Z)~i~~e11~1~iirslev.com -- 

Matt Howard 
USBR 
l I50 N. Cul-tis Rcl. 
Boise, Idalro 83706.1234 
mi~o\vardii i i l~~r.~~sbr.go\~ - 

Sarah IClalln 
Amy Beatie 
Williaili 1-Iillhouse 11 
White .lankowski 
51 1 16"' St., Suite 500 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
sarai~ltiii,,white-iankowski.com 

q e  ?'I- rs . Thompson 
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Twin Falls Storage Use 2000-2006 

2000 
NIF + Storage = Total 

April 104903 0 104903 
May 72019 598 72617 
June 193118 17121 210239 
July 1 19440 104026 223466 
August 1541 98 57556 211754 
September 149227 3593 152820 
October 73416 0 73416 

Total 866321 182894 1049215 
A p ,  May ,June. Oct -443456 

July, Aug.Sept 422865 
2003 

N/F + Storage = Total 
April 52852 0 52852 
May 160014 2266 162280 
June 179454 20563 200017 
July 94043 114946 208989 
August 109077 90509 199586 
September 116652 26777 143429 
October 78447 0 78447 

Total 790539 255061 1045600 
Apr. May .June. Oct 

Juiy. Au9,Sepl 

April 

May 
June 
July 
August 
Septem ber 

2006 
N/F + Storage = Total 

32816 0 32816 
58474 0 58474 

183693 4250 187943 
136254 75403 211657 
104217 94233 198450 
115921 15233 131 154 

NIF + Storage = Total 
April 69772 0 69772 
May 165981 21483 187464 
June 112547 81541 194088 
July 126362 61507 187869 
August 141030 33204 174234 
September 136691 3463 140154 
0ctober 58620 0 58620 

Total 811003 201198 1012201 
Apr. May .June, Oct- 

July, Aug,Sepl 

April 

May 
June 
July 
August 
September 

-406920 
404083 

2004 
NIF + Storage = Total 

83351 0 83351 
158347 13852 172199 
176601 1026 177627 
131535 44368 175903 
120868 48288 169156 
131787 10893 142680 

October 80863 0 80863 

Total 883352 1 18427 1001 779 
Apr, May .June. Ocl -4991 62 

July, Aug,Sept 384190 

2002 
NIF + Storage = Total 

April 39307 0 39307 
May 163040 8090 171130 
June 181211 7767 188978 
July 133459 72288 205747 
August 136384 57634 194018 
September 137742 8101 145843 
October 64069 64069 

Total 85521 2 153880 ? 009092 
Api, May ,June, Oct -447627 

July. Aug,Sepl 407585 
2005 

NIF + Storage = Total 

April 3631 8 0 36318 
May 101242 0 301242 
June 161336 0 161336 
July 122398 82307 204705 
August 118926 72293 191219 
September 125878 22885 148763 
October 74352 76 74428 

Total 740450 17756? 91801f 
Apr, May June, Oct -373248 

Juiy, Aug,Sept 367202 

October 691 96 0 69196 

Total 700571 189119 889690 
Apr, May .June, 0ci -344179 

July, Aug.Sepl 356392 





Tabie 31 2007 Applicatioirs to Purchase froin Water District l Rental Pool 

Large Water Leases (over 100 acre-feet) 
Water Available 50,000 acre-feet 

Amount 
Request Date Water User Diversion Location $ Collected 

Total Large Water Leases (over I 0 0  acre-feet) 50,660.0 $ 710,098.00 

Total Water Leases (Large and Small) 51,163.5 $ 717,691.50 

Private Leases 
Amount 

Request Date Water User Diversion Location (AF) $ Collected 

4M12007 

611 512007 
Total Private Leases 15,000.0 $ 26,500.00 

Southwest Irrigation 

Water Mitigation Coalition 

Burley lrrigation District 
andlor Milner 

Minidoka Irrigation District 

5.000.0 

10.000.0 

$ 6.500.00 

$ 20.000.00 





W>.TER DISTRICT 01 - WEEKLY WATER REDORT 2 0 0 7 0 6 1 9  

DIVERSiON DP.TA PRIORITY DATES; P3OJECTED PRIORITY DATES TOR iiCli'G 2 0 ,  2 0 0 7  :PCTUAL TI i rE i  

SNAKE ?.BV LORENZO: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
HENRYS FORK: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
FALLS RIVER: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
TETON RIVER: 02 0 6  1 8 9 5  
TETON LOWER N. FOX<: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
SNAKE YBV BLCKFOOT : 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
SWAKZ BLW BLCKFOOT: 1 0  11 1 9 0 0  

SNAKE ABV W?ENZO: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
HENRYS PORK: C 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
FALLS P.IVEP.: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
TETON RIVER: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
TETON LOWER IU. FORK! 02 0 6  1 8 9 5  
SNAKE ABV 3LCKFOOT: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
SNSKE BLW BLCKFCOT: 1 0  11 1 9 0 0  

COMMENTS : 

NATURAL FLOW LEVELS AND DIVERSIONS HAVE REMF.INED RELATiVELY STElDY FOR TEE PAST WEEK PLLOWIMG TO CONTIIiDE PAPTIALLY 
FILLING THE 1 8 9 5  PRIORITY.  NBTrJP-nL FLOW AND PR1OP.iTIES ARC YAPZCTZD TO DEC?.EASE TO EARLIER 1 8 9 0 ' 5  BIT HI^ T:(E TWO WEEKS 

DIVERSIOK DATA 

ACTUAL 
DATE DIVERSION 

JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JCN 1 4  
JON 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
SUN 1 4  
JUIU 1 4  
JUM 1 4  
SUN 1 4  
JUN 19 
JUK 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JON 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
SUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
SUN 1 4  
JU13 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
jiili' 1 4  
JON 1 4  
JON 1 4  
SUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
SUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  

PALISADES CANAL 
RILEY C.4NP.L 
PLDERSON CAIgPL 
EAGLE ROCK C.W ( 1 1  
FAXMERS FRIEND 
El3TERPRISE CANAL 
B3TLER ISLAND 
ROSS AND W.ND 
STEELE CP.NAL 
BPRRI SON CANAL 
CHENEY CANAL * 
BUTLER I S L  4 2  
RUDY CANAL 
LOWDEP. SLOUGH CBlUAL 
KITE 6 NORD CANAL 
BURGESS CANAL * 
CLARK a EDIiA?DS 
CROW DITCH 
EAST LABELLE CANAL 
RIGBY CANAL 
DILTS LATERi.L 13) 
DILTS CANAL 
ISLAND CANAL 
W L.43ELLE & L . I .  * 
PARRS 6 LEWISVILLE 
NORTH RIGBY CAN= 
WHITE DITCH 141 
BR4MWELL CANAL 
E L L I S  CPJAL 151 
NELSON CANAL 

CTS CTS . a .. P AF ACTTIEL 
DIVN STOR USED ?J*NG DATE DIVERSION 

0 .  
0. 

1 6 3 .  
0 .  

5 3 .  
1 8 9 .  

0 .  
1. 
0 .  

3 8 .  
0 .  
0 .  

a o .  
4 .  
0 .  

3 2 6 .  
0 .  
0 .  
0. 
0 .  
0 .  
0 .  
0 .  
0 .  
0 .  
2 .  
0 .  
0 .  
0 .  
0 .  

JUN 1 3  R b J BROWN PUMP 
JIIK 1 3  6 PARI(INSO!J PUMP 
JUN 13 CANYOB CREEK CANAL 
jliN 13 V SCIIW5NDiME.N PUMP 
JUN 1 3  R. 3RE8T 3 ICKS 
SUN 1 3  CW?YO!g CREEK 
~ T N  13 wILFo?~n  C ~ A L  
JON 13 TETON IRRIG?.TION 
JUN 1 3  SIDDOWAY CANAL ( 8 1  
rJIN 13 PIONEER CANAL 
JON 1 3  STEWART CFXAL 
JUN 1 3  PINCOCK-BYINGTOTi 
JON 1 3  TETON ISLWD FEEDER 
SU1i' 1 3  SALEM UNION B 
JULU 1 3  ROXANA CARAL 
SUN 13 ISLAND WARD CPNAL 
JUN 1 3  SAUREY CABPL 
SUN 1 3  PINCOCK-GARNGR 

C'S CFS A? 
D I V N  STOR USED 



JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JON 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 4  
JUN 1 3  
JUN 13 
JUN 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JOE 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JUK 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JUlq 1 3  
JULI' 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JUli' 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JUN 1 3  
JON 1 3  
JON 1 3  
JON 1 3  
SUN 1 3  
JUIil 1 3  

MATTSON-CPAIG CANPL 0 .  0 .  8 1 .  1 0 5 4 .  JUN 1 4  PORTER CANXL 191 29 : l .  0 .  0 .  0. 
SUlflqYDELL CANAL 1 1 0 .  1 5 .  1 5 4 0 .  7 9 5 5 .  JUN 1 3  EROGRZSSIVE ShND 34:! . 0 .  0. 0 .  
LENROOT CANAL 9 2  3 2 .  1 9 0 1 .  1 2 6 4 6 .  JUN 13 ID>VO ?R SAND CK 4 :! . 2 3 .  4 8 6 .  4 6 6 .  
REID CANP.L 1 3 2  0 .  3 6 8 2 .  2 5 4 6 .  d7N 13 PROGRESSIVE WILL 171:. 0 .  0 .  0. 
TEXAS & LIBERTY 2 3 9 .  0 .  2 9 3 .  3 8 1 4 .  d 7 J  1 4  iYOODVILLZ CANAL 511. 0 .  0 .  1 3 6 1 5 .  
GANNOCK J I M  SLOUGX 15. 2 .  1 2 6 .  6 3 4 .  J U i N  1 4  SNBXE F.IVER VLLY 4 9 1 .  2 9 4 .  8 0 2 7 .  7 1 8 4 6 .  
3 I L L  PETTiNGER 6 .  2 .  2 2 4 .  ? 2 0 .  JWJ 15 ?ZSERVATION CRNPL 3 4 9 .  0 .  0 .  0. 
NELSON COREY CANAL 7 ,  0 .  3. 3 3 1 .  JU!i 1 5  3LACKFOOT CANAL 3 5 ~ 1 .  0 .  1 3 4 .  2 1 8 1 7 .  
DSWEY CANAI 

- ~ 

CHESTER CANAL 5 .  0 .  4 4 2 .  1 0 1 7 .  JUN 1 5  TREGO ClilqSL 5 5 .  0 .  1 8 .  4 4 3 6 ,  
MCSEE CANAL 
SILKEY CANAL 
CUP3  C.ANAL 
LAST CHANCE CANAL 
CROSSCDT TO TETN 
XCUT FAL> 1 161 
FARMERS FRIEND 
TWIN GROVES CANP.5 
ST ANTRY ONION 
SALEM UNIOH CANPI. 
EGiN CANP.L 
ST  ANTHY UNION 171 
INDEPENDENT CFIMPI. 
CONSOLIDATED FPNRS 
SDUTH P I P E  PUMP 
SCELKE PUMP 
CLEMENTSVILLE PUMP 

GO. - 4 6 .  
4 2 .  1 1 4 .  

0 .  3 8 .  
1 3 0 1 .  9 8 2 8 .  
1 6 6 8 ,  - 1 6 6 8 .  

JUR 15 WEARYRICK CANAL 

TOOTMOTES: STOFAGZ DIVERSION COt?aIPIED WITH 1 1 1  PBDERSON, 121 RIGBY, 131 DILTS,  ( 4 1  W. LABELLE I.  L . I . ,  1 5 )  BPAMWELL 
( 6 1  FALLS R, 171 ST ANTHONY 0 ,  18) TETON iR3, ( 9 1  Gm?T WESTERN, ( 1 0 1  MINIDOKa NORTHSIDE AND 1111  NS:[DZ TWIN FALLS 

* TOTAL DIVERSION AND STOPAGE USE DOES NOT INCLUDE ADDITION>? PUNP DIVERSIONS (NOT SHOWN: ADDED 9T TEE END OF THE YEA?, 



MILNER 
DATE 

19-May 
2 0 - ~ a y  
21-May 
2 2 - ~ a y  
23-May 
24-May 
25-May 
26-May 
27-May 
28-May 
2 9 - ~ a y  
3 0 - ~ a y  
31-May 

? Jun 
2Jun 
3Jun 
4Jun 
5Jun 
64un 
7 ~ u n  
84un 
9Jun 

IOJun 
Il-Jun 
12Jun 
13Jun 
14-Jun 
1SJun 
16Jun 
17Jun 
l8Jun 
19Jun 
20Jun 
21 Jun 
22Jun 
234un 
24Jun 
25Jun 
26Jun 
27Jun 
28Jun 

TOTAL NATURAL FLOW. TOTAL DIVERSIONS, AND PRIORITY COMPARISON 611 9i2007 
PRELIMINARY ACCOUNTING 

2001 IRRIGATION YEAR 
TOTAL SNAKE RIVER SNAKE RIVER 

NATURAL TOTAL AT HEISE BELOW NEELEY 
FLOW DIVERSIONS PRIORITY PRIORITY 

CFS CFS YR.MO-DAY YR-MO-DAY 

2007 IRRIGATION YEAR 
TOTAL SNAKE RIVER SNAKE RIVER 

NATURAL TOTAL AT HElSE BELOW NEELEI 
FLOW DNERSIONS PRIORITY PRIORITY 
CFS CFS YR-MO-DAY YR-MO-DAY 

11041 25178 1891 12 13 1900 10 11 14536* 27785" 18950206" 19001011" 
10280 25546 18901016 19001011 
10172 25951 18901016 19001011 * Projected Data 
10098 25244 18900712 19001011 



I HENRYS LAKE 
CapaCiiY 90010  AF : 7 2 7  c f r  
contents  8 6 6 7 3  AF 9 6  % ~ x z . f . . .  &?g-*?-- Faiis R. divesbons 

"T,a 2 4 9  cfs. I: GRASSY LAKE 

-"..- - - i 
ISLAND PARK 

0 cfs 

Capamty 1 3 5 2 0 5  AF : i Out Flow 3ACK5DN LAKE 
contents  116992  AF 87  % capacity 847000  AF 

...,* I r Chester 3 capaClty 15182 AF Park --=--* 5------ ---- COntEntS 8 3 4 0 1 1  AF 98 % ............................... 

9 3 9  cfs 
contenrs 15228  

.-". 1 0 0  % 
Henrys Fork at S t  Anthonv 8 6 1  cfs ! d' Teton R. near St. Anthonv , 

......... 1- 5 3 1 2  rfc isrlicnn -. - ......... 
9 8 1  c f s  1 ' ..- *- 4 0 g c f 5  Henrys Fork diversions 4 

TetDn R. diversions S. Le'gh 
6262  cfs Alpme 

Henrys Fork near Rexburg _ > z , c _ i s  ....-.w 6537  c fs  ......... 1 3 2 9 0  cfs - .,' Lorenzo i Heise 838  c fs  Greys River 
6 

5762  c f 5  - 
Snake R. near Shelley \. 

4618 cfsp Diversions 
6 6  c f s  Heise to Lorenzo ieS988%9= P A L I s n E s  

\ Ririe ,! - m ~ e ~ w  
.............. - w - ; . ~ ~  3 0  cf5. 

R I R I E  Wiliow Cr, below Teu 

capacity 8 0 5 4 1  AF 
near Blackfoot contenis  62392  AF 

7 7  % 

p -. 

.................... 

MILNER D M  
cap. 37000  AF 
con. 3 6 2 1 3 ~ ~  98 K Con. 9 3 5 5 0 ~ F  

I V i L K l C 4 M  PALL> - 
Diversl~ns capac-ity 1 6 7 2 5 9 0  AF m-19-2007 

Neeley to Minidoka - 2 7 8 5  d s  contenis  1090196  AF 65 % LO: 09: 4 4  

Cr. 

Capac3ty 1200000  AF 
contents  761269  AF 63 % 

*,_.i.lscfr Salt River 

Water ~ i s t i i c t  $1 
Idaho Dept, of Water Resources !""- 

UPPER SNAKE RIVER RESERVOIR SYSTEM 

Total Svstern Capacity 4 1 7 2 7 0 8  AF 

. .... . . . .  Todav's Storaae 309945,l AF 



Storage allocations have heeii computed and are included in the cui-rent water riglit 
accounting. Postings of the daily accounting and projected priorities can be viewed on 
the waterdistrictl.com websile. A breakdown of space and fill values for each individual 
reservoir account for each diversion are also shown in the STORAGE REPORT on the 
water district webpage. 

Reservoir storage allocations for Jackson and Palisades were reduced resulting fiom the 
flood-control storage released out the end ol'the system past Milner Dam 1 1/1/06 tl~rough 
4/16/07. Storage allocations for Palisades and Palisades Winter Water Savings were 
78.8% for each spacel~olcler aiter deducting estiuiated evaporatio~l losses. Storage 
allocations for each Jacltson spaceholder were 88.6 % of contracted space after reducing 
for flood control and deducting estimated evaporation. The remaining 1-eservoir 
allocations were: Heru-ys Lake 93.3%; Island ParldGrassy 96.2%; Ririe 70.0%; 
A~nerican Falls 97.4%; and Walcott 97.4% alter evaporation. 

Evaporation losses for this season were estimated to be 100,000 AF or 2.6% of the total 
3,802,743 AF reservoir fill. ,:.as1 year during the 2006 Irrigation Season, evaporation 
losses were charged to spaceholders beginning on 5/17/06 (after Milner Spill ceased) 
through 1013 1/06 (last day of irrigation season). The evaporation for that period in 2006 
totaled 86,232 AF for the 4,063,752 AF system fill (2.1% evaporalion loss). The last day 
of Milner Spill occurred on 4/16/07 this year, resulting in XI additional 30 days of 
evaporation losses wit11 above average telnperatures and below average precipitation. It 
was estimated evaporation losses for the 2007 season would be approximately 13,800 AF 
greater than they were during the 2006 season resulting fionl the additional 30 days of 
evaporation. 

We've had some inquiries from spaceholders whose 2007 storage allocations are actually 
lower than the anlount oi'caryover they had at the encl of the 2006 season. Spaceholders 
who carried over Palisades storage greater than 78.8% oftheir Palisades space were 
reduced to a 78.8% allocation. Tile Bureau of Reclamation's storage contracts limit the 
water allocated to the same percentage for all spaceholders in a reservoir whose space 
was evacuated for flood control and spilled past Milner. 

The storage allocations shown in the water-right accou~~ting c~trrently do not include any 
rental pool purchases, private leases, or storage transfers. Those storage transactions will 
be added to the water-right accounting in the upcoming weelcs. 

A comparison of 2001 total natuial flow, diversions, and priorities are also included in 
t h ~ s  report. The 2001 Inigation Season seeins to be the closest conlparisoli to this year 
out of tlle previous ten years. However, keep in nlind that no two years are identical and 
priorities will v a ~ y  depending on varying weather conditions, water supply, and 
diversions. 

Tile next Connnittee of Nine meeting is scheduled June 18"' at the Water Law 
Conference in Sun Valley. 



WATER D I S T R I C T  0 1  - WEEKLY WATEP~ REPORT 

D I V E R S I O N  DATA PSIO? , ITY DATES: P R O J E C T E D  P R I O E I T Y  DRTES FOR 

SNAKB ABV LORENZO: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
HENRYS FORK: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
FALLS R I V E R :  02 0 6  1 8 9 5  
TETON R I V E R :  0 2  06 1 8 9 5  
TETON LOWER N. FOP-K: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
SNARE P E V  BLCKFOOT: 0 2  0 6  2 8 9 5  
SNAKE BLW ELCKFOOT: 1 0  11 1 9 0 0  

S!iAKE ABV LORENZO: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
HSNXYS F0P.R: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
FALLS R I V E R :  0 2  0 6  1 8 5 3  -- i ~ T O l i  R I V E R :  0 2  06 1 8 9 5  
-n iuTObi  LOWER M. FORK: 0 2  0 6  1 0 9 3  
S M K E  ABV BLCKFOOT: 0 2  0 6  1 8 9 5  
SNARE BLW BLCKFOOT: 1 0  11 1900 

COMMENTS : 

DRTA 

CFS CFS ... L C  AT 
DIVN STOP. USED PllNG 

ACTUAL 
DATE DIVERSiOW 

C F S  C F S  A F  
DIVN STOR USED 

[TRY 31 P A L I S A D E S  CARP.L 
MAY 31 R I L E Y  CANAL 
M5.Y 31 ANDERSON CAN9L 
MAY 31 ZAGLE P.OCK CAN i 1 )  
MaY 31 FAPJYERS F R I E N D  
MAY 31 ENTERPP.156 CANAL 
FAY 3 1  BUTLER I S L A N D  
MAY 31 ROSS AND PAND 
W.Y 3 1  S T E E L E  CANAL 
MAY 31 HAR4ISON CANAL 
MPPY 3 1  CHENEY CANAL ' 
l+AY 31 BUTLER I S L  Y2 
W.Y 31 ?SIDY CANAL 
MAY 31 LOWDEK SLOUGH CANAI 
MAY 31 K i T E  b NORD CANAL 
MAY 31 BURGESS CANAL + 

MAY 31 CLARK 6 ZDWARDS 
MAY 3 i  CROFT D I T C H  
M4Y 31 E R S T  LABELLE CANAL 
NAY 31 R I G B Y  CANAL 
M?.Y 3 1  D I L T S  LATEPAL ( 3 1  
MAY 31 D I L T S  CAN3.L 
V-RY 31 I S L A N D  CRNAL 
MAY 31 W .  LABELLE b L . I .  + 

MAY 31 DAXKS & L E W I S V I L L E  
NAY 31 NO4TH RIGBY CANAL 
MAY 31 W H I T S  DITCH ( 4 )  
MAY 31 BRAMWELL CANAL 

YAY 3 0  R & J BROW13 P m I P  
MAY 3 0  E PhP.KINSON FUN? 
MAY 3 0  CANYON CREEK C?.NU 
MIiY 3 0  
MP.Y 3 0  
MbY 3 0  
MAY 3 0  
M4Y 3 0  
MAY 3 0  
M A Y  3 0  
W:i 3 0  
M4Y 3 0  
W.Y 30 
W Y  3 0  
MF.Y 30 
MAY 3 0  

ROD.NR CANAL 
I S L R N D  WF.RD CAliRL 

6 9 .  
0 .  

1 1 7 .  
1 8 8 .  

7 .  
2 2 .  

1 9 2 .  
s e e .  
3 8 6 .  

5 2 .  
1 2 .  

P>.Y 3 0  SAUP.EY CANAL 
MAY 3 0  PINCOCK-GEWE?. 



FAY 31 
XaY 31 
!%Y 31 
MAY 31 
MAY 3 1  
19.9 31 
MAY 31 
MAY 31 
MAY 31 
"-1 3 1 
NP.Y 3 0  
i<+.'f.Y 3 0 
FAY 3 0  
NRY 30 
M A Y  3 0  
MAY 3 0  
MRY 3 0  
ilAY 30 
19.Y 3 0  
PAY 30 
lJ5Y 3 0  
MAY 3 0  
l9.Y 3 0  
MAY 3 0  
W.Y 30 
MPY 3 0  
MP.Y 3 0  
MP.'I 3 0 
m.Y 3 0  
?Lay 3 0 
? taY 3 0  
M4Y 3 0  
WAY 30 
MAY 30 
MAY 30 

E L L I S  CAIIAL ( 5 1  
NELSON CANAL 
FATTSON-CRRIG CANXL 
SUNNYDELL CANRL 
LENROOT CANAL 
?.EiG CANPL 
TEXAS 6 L I B E R T Y  
BANNOCK J I M  SLOUGH 
H I L L  P E T T I N G E R  
NELSON CO?.EY CANAL 
DEWEY CANAL 
YELLOVSTONE CANAL 
l%qRYSYILLE CP.NAL ' 
FP-PSFERS OWN CP.I\TP.L 
S Q D I R R J L  PUMP#l  
E N T E R P R I S E  CANAL 
FALL R I V E R  CAMP-L 
CHESTZR CANAL 
MCBEE CANAL 
S I L K E Y  CANAL 
CURR CANAL 
LAST CRRNCS CANP.L 
CROSSCUT TO TETN 
%CUT FALL R 1 6 1  
FA?&;TrSRS F R I E N D  
TWIN GROVES CANAL 
S T  >.NTHY UNION 
SALEM UNION CANAL 
E G I N  CANAL 
S T  ANTHY UNION 1'1 
INDEPENDENT CP.IT9.L 
CONSOLIDATED FP-M1.S 
SOUTH P I P E  POMP 
SOELKE PUP:T 
CLEMENTSVILLE PUN? 

0 .  
0 .  
3 .  
8. 

13.  
52. 

0 .  
5 .  
1. 
0 .  
17. 
1 0 .  
88. 
5 2 .  

0 .  
e e .  

0 .  
0 .  
4 .  
1. 
0 .  

5 3 .  
13.  

0 .  
22. 

0 .  
0 .  
0 .  
0 .  
0 .  

7 2 .  
1 2 .  
0. 

1 0 .  
1 2 .  

GREAT WESTTPJJ 
IDAHO CAM3.L 
POBTER CANRL 1 5  1 
P R O G R E S S I V E  SAND 
IDAHO FR SAND CK 
P ? ~ O G R E S S I V E  ia!ILL 
NOODViLLE CANAL 
SNARE R I V E R  VLLY 
RESERVATION CANRL 

JUN 1 BLACKFOOT CANAL 
JCN 1 NEW LRVA S I D E  ' 
JCN 1 PEOPLES CAN.2.L - 
;iil'l 1 A R E R D E M  CANAL 
JUW 
JUN 
mrn 
JON 
JO!,l 
JULV 
JUN 
JUN 
JU!O 
JON 
Juli 

CORaETT CXNAL 
NIELSON-HANSEN 
R I V E X S I D E  C?.!O&L 
DAWSK.IN CAKRL 
TP.EGO 5AI.I.U 
WEXP~YRICX CANAL 
WP.TSOI3 CANRL 
PARSONS CA1IIP.i 
FI RP.LL MICHALJD 
FALLS IP.RIG PUMP 
MINIDORR K S I D E  

JUN 3 M i t J I D O h A  S S I G E  ( 1 0 1  
JUN 4 R 6 E I P , 3 I G A T I O N  
JUN 4 PF. LATXL ? m P  Ill i 
JU?4 4 M I L N E 3  IRP.IGATIOlI' 

4 N S I D E  ' A '  LhTL (111 
JUN 4 N S I D E  XCT GDNG ! I 1 1  
TUN 4 P.ES G I S T  9 2  CANRL 
J E N  C N S I D E  TWIN FALLS 
JUN 4 TWIN PALLS S S I D E  
JUN 4 

TUOTNOTES: STOPAGE D I V E R S I O N  CO?C%IlIED WITH ( 1 1  ANDERSOII', I21 P J G B Y ,  1 3 1  D I L T S ,  ( 4 1  W .  LF-BELLE i. L . I . ,  151  2?Aw+E;L 
(61  F A L L S  R ,  ( 7 1  S T  ANTHONY 0 ,  181  TETON 1P.P.. 1 9 1  GREAT WESTERN, 1 1 0 1  N I N I D O H P  N O R T 2 S I D E  AND ( 1 1 )  N S I D E  TWIN TALLS 

TOTAL D I V E R S I O N  A1iD S T O 3 2 G E  USE DOES ?JOT INCLUDE P.DCI5IONAL ?UMF D I V E R S I O N S  (NOT SHOW?!) PDDED AT THE END O F  THZ YEP.f 





MILNER 
DATE 

19-May 
20-May 
21-May 
22-May 
23-May 
24-May 
25-May 
26-May 
27-May 
28-May 
29-May 
30-May 
31-May 
I Jun 
2Jun 
3Jun 
4Jun 
5Jun 
6Jun 
7Jun 
8Jun 
9Jun 

IOJun 
11Jun 
l 2 J u n  
13Jun 
14Jun 
15 Jun  
16 Jun  
17-Jun 
18Jun 
19Jun 
ZOJun 
21 Jun 
ZZJun 
23-Jun 
24Jun 
25Jun 
Z6Jun 
27Jun 
28Jun 

TOTAL NATURAL FLOW, TOTAL DIVERSIONS, AND PRIORITY COMPARISON 
PRELIMINARY ACCOUNTING 

2001 IRRIGATION YEAR 
TOTAL SNAKE RNER SNAKE RNER 

NATURAL TOTAL AT HElSE BELOW NEELEY 
FLOW DNERSIONS PRIORITY PRlORrrY 

CFS CFS YR-MO-DAY YR-MO-DAY 

20926 24376 19051007 19051007 
26211 24826 19060823 19060823 
33416 24882 19390728 19390728 
31707 24767 1935 03 14 1935 03 14 
271 37 24856 1913 05 24 1913 05 24 
21934 25257 1913 05 24 1913 05 24 
19627 25626 19051007 19051007 
18063 25861 19030326 19030326 
16362 25835 1900 10 11 19001011 

2007 IRRIGATION YEAR 
TOTAL SNAKE RNER SNAKE RIVER 

NATURPL TOTAL AT HElSE BELOW NEELEY 

FLOW DIVERSIONS PRIORITY PRIORITY 

CFS CFS YR-MODAY YR-MO-DAY 

* Projected Data 





'To: I:lave Tutllill, Ilirector Idaho Dent. Of Water I<esources 

Positioil White Paper 

To Identify Tbe Concerns 
& Comtnon Interests of the 

Great Feeder Canals System with the 
Surface Water Coalition 

Impact & Affects oS Grouudwater Pumpiilg to ilie 
More Senior Surface Water Right I-Iolders 

June 8,2007 

Great Feeder Canals System 

Lloyd Hicks - Tech~~ical Director 

Bruce K. Grover - Chairman 



June 8.2007 

Great Feeder Canal Systern(GFCS) 
c/o Lloyd I-iicks; Technical Director 
225 N. 3600 East 
Rigby, Idaho 83442 

See List of GFCS Incorporated Canals, 
Laterals and Ditches; (Attached) 
Participants by Board of Directors 
Vote June 1.2007 

Dave Tuthill, Director 
Idaho Dept. Of Water Resources 
PO Box 83720 
Boise. Idaho 83720 

cc: Vince Alberdi, TWCC 
Ted Diehl - NSCC 
Jolm Silnpson - SWC Co~~nsel 

Subject: Letler of Confinnation 

For Inclusion of the Listed Great Feeder Canal Systenl (GFCS) entities with 
Common Interests and Concerns with the Surface Water Coalitioll (SWC) 
intervening actions. 

Pc~ruose 
This letter is written to confirm that the Canal con~panies, listed on the attachment are in 
agreement with and have conmon interests and concerns wit11 the Surface Water Coalition of 
Lower Valley Canals which have submitted intervening notice as participants in the ground 
waterisurrace water management plan presented to the Director and to the court and subsequent 
rulings and actions ofthe courts. We request the Director include conceins and pleading of the 
Great Feeder Canal System (GFCS) and specific participants canals listed as enjoined to the 
S WC intervention action. 

These GFCS Upper Valley canals divert about 1,200,000 acre feet per year from the Snake River 
all of which is applied to stockholders lands as surface water irrigation of crops. Flood irrigation 
method of use applies to most of this diverted water. About 850,000 acre feet (about 70%) ofthe 
GFCS diverted water becomes incidental recharge to the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer through 
canal, ditches and laterals leakage, flood irrigation and seepage migration from the saturated 
soils. Additionally, this recharge occurs far enough ~~pstreai l  to s~~ppor t  or inlprove Snake River 
reach gains to the Lower Valley. 



Reasons for Coinmon interest and Speciiic Concern for the Director inforination and Action 

1. Protection of The Prior Appropriation Doctrine for which all surface water rights are based 
and as adopted in the Idaho Constih~tion; Article XV Section 3. Most GFCS Canal Companv 

A .  

water right decrees are about 120 years old with fill1 beneficial use application to growing crops 
to nlaintain the livelihood of the stockholders. We see no prevailing law, ruling or judgement - - . -  

would ever undennine or change this historical basis for all water law and water rights. 

2. Protection of "The First In Time First In Right" principle which provides the foundation upon 
which all Idaho water law is built and after more ihan 120 years of application provides the basic 
mechanism to resolve water use conflicts. ldabo Constitution; Article XV, &3. And Idaho Code 
section 42-106 clearly provides that "as between appropriators the first in time is first in right." 

Whereas livelihood for generations were sustained on this principle and properties valued and 
exchanged on this basis and the social economic activities and cultures of large areas of the 
ESPA were developed and sustained for generations of fanners, f m n  businesses and 
communities depend on this certainty, it is not conceivable to us illat any court ruling or 
Judgement would undermine or change this principle. 

3. Material Damage to GFCS from Declining A~uifer  levels and local ground water tables 
Surface water flood irrigation in gravely base stlbsoils is dependent upon a water table "base" to 
lilnit or stabilize, leakage and seepage water losses. In the Rigby Alluvial Fan region where the 
GFCS canals are located the water table typically receded in the non-irrigation months 
(November to May) each year but quickly recovered when irrigation began each year in late April 
or early May. Through the irrigation season the water table would rise to near surface levels by 
July with historical drains ot~tflowing to the Snake River downstream flow. Springs and 
fountains startup or if active year around would increase as the water table rose. This 
pheilosnenon was historic through all the years of irrigation recorded for the GFCS area of 
service. Over the past decade or so the decline in the ESPA Aquifer levels has altered the water 
table to fill or interface to a declining aquifer there by requiring ever more canal losses and 
percolatioil froin canals to fill the void. Further continued ground water pumping in areas 
adjacent to the GFCS at the time of an unstable and declining aquifer condition sucks water froin 
our canals by accelerated percolation, and migration into the subsurface areas the wells draw 
from. 
These events require the GFCS canals to replace these additional losses of water with storage 
water atypical to historical levels. The historical early season "shrink" was about 16% average 
with losses decliuing tlxough the season to level at about 12%. The 2000 to 2006 seasons have 
gained incrementally with yearly increase in losses up to the 21% "slxink" on the main canals 
evidenced for the first 5 weeks of the 2007 season. Laterals fionl these mail1 canals of the GFCS 
have also experienced comparable higher losses. Viability of these laterals to deliver surface 
water is in jeopardy. We believe and hereby claim these increased water losses are a direct result 
of ground water pumping away the base water table whiclich then accelerates canal losses to fill 
this "new" void. 



This change in the water table "base" results in reduced season operation of the canals, due to 
expended storage water supply. Also, crop selections arc limited to shorter season, maturity 
resulting in less income. Further, more and tnore of the fall tillage work must be done "dry" with 
inherent added costs for equipment, fuel and depreciation of assets and quality of field 
preparations. Fall seeding of alfalfa, and winter grains is also limited. The root cause orthis 
material damage is the increase in ground water use from the 
1970's through 1990 for agricultural and continued develop~nent and growth of residential and 
industrial water usage. 

We believe the elimination of yearly deficits in the ESPA is the essential first step to recovery of 
our losses. This requires curtailment of Junior ground water wells and limiting new development 
growth. Fu~ther increases in incidental and managed recharge could begin to recover the aquifer 
status. Also the senior ground water wells must have a water budget and accountability to 
provide discipline to their water use similar to the requirements all surface water users and canals 
have now. 

4. Personal hardships and I-1~1man suffering for declined effective irrigation water and shortened 
seasons. 

The balance of success for our fanily fanns require all their skill and hard work but with an even 
playing lield they can succeed. With the material damage and unfair competition from the 
ground water pumpers, with water rights 70 to 80 years later, is unfair and unjust. Reduced 
income for previously viable farm operations leads to declining value of equity, marriage 
breakup/social problems, bankruptcy, foreclosure, suicides and other personal life changes. 

Sununarv & Specilic Plea to the LDWK Director 

Impact from ground water pumping has resulted in reach gain losses and continued reversal of 
these gains affecting the lower Valley farmers and canal companies. Impact from ground water 
pumping has reduccd water tables in the Upper Valley which sustain surface water canal 
leakages and has increased the losses during the irrigation season by drawing off the "base" water 
table support. The additional storage water used earlier in the seasons, to overcome these losses 
reduces the d~uation for normal flow. This new condition of the water table limits crop selection 
and incolnes for the GFCS Stock holders. 

Curtailment of the Junior g ro~u~d  water wells colnbined with an aggressive aquifer recovery plan 
must be pursued including managed & deliberate increases of incidental recharge. 

In the 1980's it was widely known that the ESPA was over subscribed. Those who put in new 
ground water wells in those later years clearly knew they were at risk. Defending those bad 
decisions now with a declining aquifer supply and limited recharge options is futile. 



Ifthe livelihood olkrming by surface water irrigation for a period of 120 years with continuous 
iinprovernents in efficiency and productively to survive depressions, recessions, wars, drought, 
lobbyists, legislators, politics, extrenle weather patterns and price fluctuations cannot be upheld 
with certainty, for those water right holders, - -then nothing in life has any cerlainty or "real" 
value. 

h~clusion Request prepared w a s  delegated 
by unanimous Vote of the GFCS Board 
Of Directors on 6/1/07 

2 2 ; ~ .  3600 East 
Rigby, Idaho 83442 

President: Burgess Canal Co. 
Technical Director: Great Feeder Canal 
Director: Selclc & Taylor Canal 



AMachnrent - List of Particiomls for Req- 

By Order of The Board of Directors 
Great Feeder Canal Co., Inc. 
List oT Canals of GFC System 
Participants to 6-08-07 Notification Letter 
lo Director Dave Tuthill 

Burgess Canal & Irrigating Co. 
Butler Island Canal Co. 
Clark & Edwards Canal Co. 
Dilts Irrigation Company 
Harrison Irrigation Canal Co. 
Island Irrigation Company 
LaBelle Irrigation Conlpany 
Long Island Irrigatiot~ Coinpany 
Lowder Slougll Canal Company 
North Rigby Canal & Lrrigating Co. 
Parks & Lewisville Canal Co. 
Rigby Irrigatioi~ & Canal Co. 
Rudy Irrigation & Canal Co. 
West Labelle Canal Co. 
Twenty Sevcn (27) other laterals & ditches 


