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Westwide SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) 0/o of Normal 

Current Snow Wate r 
Equivalent (SWE) 
Basin-wide Percent 
of 1981-2010 Median 
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at time of posting 
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subject to revision 
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T he snow wate r e quivalent percent of normal represe nt s the c u rrent 
snow water equivalent found at selected SNOTEL site s in or near the basin 
com pared to the average value for t hose s ites on this day. Data base d on 
t he first reading of the day (typically 00:00). 

P repared by: 
USDA/N RCS National Water a nd C limate Ce nte r 
Portland, Oregon 
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov 

Spring and Summer 
Streamflow Forecasts 
as of February 1, 2016 
Percen t of 
1981-2010 Average 

e > 180 

• 150 - 180 

• 130 - 149 

0 11 0 - 129 

• 90 - 109 

0 70 - 89 

0 50 - 69 

• 25 - 49 

• < 25 

50% exceedance 
probability forecasts shown. 
For forecasts at other • 
exceedance probabilities, 
see incividUal state reports. 

Prepared by: 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
National Water and O imate Center 
Portland, Oregon 
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov 
0-eated 4 Feb 2016 10:39 

No forecasts until March 
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Percent of Median Snowpack 
February 1, 2016 

Basin-wide Snow Water Equivilant as a 
Percentage of the 1981 to 2010 Median 

Above > = 150% 

t 130 - 149% 

110 - 129% 
Median 90 - 109% Sn1ack 70 - 89% 

so -69% 

Below 0 - 49% 

c=J No Data 
Provisional Data - Subject to Revision 

50 0 200 
--==--=:::::11-----=========----•Miles 

25 100 150 

This map is prepared by the USDA-NRCS Idaho Snow Survey Office. 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ id/snow/ 
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Water Supply Forecast 
February 1, 2016 

Forecasted April to July Flow as a 
Percentage of the 1981 to 201 O Average 
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Average • 90 -109% 
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This map is prepared by the USDA-NRCS Idaho Snow Survey Office. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ id/snow/ 



Today’s snowpacks are only   
61-65 % of seasonal peaks in 

Little Wood, Henrys Fork, Upper 
Snake & Bear River

But are 96-102% of seasonal 
peaks across southern Idaho. 

Idaho S N O TIE L Current Snow Water Equ iva l ent (SWE) O/ o of N orma l 

Northern 
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Region 
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Owyhee 

USDA 
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Pockets of below and 
above normal precipitation 
fell in January.

25 so 100 

Monthly Precipitation 
January 2016 

January 2016 Monthly P r eci pitation as a 
Percentage of the 198 1 to 2010 Average 
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No Data 
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With minimal 
SNOTEL 
precipitation 
falling February   
1 - 11

February 
precipitation is 
only  2 - 27% of 
the normal month 
total so far

Total Precipitation Anomaly: 01 February 2016 - 10 February 2016 
P e riod ending 7 AM EST 10 Feb 2016 

o/o of Average Precipitation 

• o D 50-10 - 150-110 

- 1- 10 D 10-90 - 110-200 

- 11-20 D 00-110 - 200-300 

- 20 - 30 D 110- 130 - 30o-4oo 

30.50 D 130- 150 - > 4oo 

Base period: 1981-2010 
(Map o re nte cl 11 Feb 2016) 

Cop)1·ight (c ) 2016, PRISM Climot.e Group, Oregon Stole Unh.,rsity 



IDAHO SURFACE WATER SUPPLY INDEX (SWSI) February 1, 2016 
 
 

 
 
 

BASIN or REGION 

 
 

SWSI 
Value 

 
Most Recent Year 
With Similar SWSI 

Value 

Agricultural Water 
Supply Shortage 
May Occur When 

SWSI is Less Than 

Spokane -0.6 

 

2013 NA 
Clearwater 0.3 2000 NA 

Salmon 0.3 2010 

 

 

NA 
Weiser 1.5 2008 NA 
Payette 0.8 

 

2008 NA 
Boise 1.3 1995 -1.4 

 
Big Wood 0.8 2012 0.7 

Little Wood 1.0 2012 -1.2 

 
Big Lost 0.8 2010 0.7 

Little Lost 0.8 2006 1.4 
Teton 0.3 2010 -3.9 

Henrys Fork -0.3 2012 -3.6 
Snake (Heise) -0.3 2010 -1.6 

Oakley 1.5 2007 0.5 
Salmon Falls 1.7 1996 -0.7 

Bruneau 2.2 2005 NA 
Owyhee 1.3 1993 -3.0 

Bear River -0.8 

 

2010 -3.7 
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Cle·arwater Basin 2016 Snowp,ackCo,mp·arison Grap,h (15 sit,es) 

Based on Provisional SNOTEl data as of Feb 11, 2016 

-- Normal --WY1992 --WY1998 --WY2015 

Current as pJ of Norl"al: 93% O' N Cs 
1Curre·nt as Pct of 2!01.5: 112%, , ~ 
€urrent-as P-ct-of P-ea-.:. 69%--f-----+---,----• --=--..-----+----+----+----+--...--:,- r----+----

N orma I as Pct o ,f Pea If:: 74'% 
1 

, 

Pct o ~ No,rmal N,eede~ to R,each Peak· 
- N-orfimFI fP\eraJc--Bat,e:--Aplf'06 , ------ ~ -----20.1.6 is a s f.Fon El f!Jno _ 

1 
1 

a4 wer .e .1.992 & .l,.98_ 
, 2 ,0.l5 was ,a weak Elf ino . 

1-0'C't 1-N ov 1-De· c 1-J an 1.-F,eb 1-M a r 1-Ap,r 1-M ay 1-J un 11.-J ul 1-Aug 1-Se·p 
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Big Wood Basin 2016 Snowpack Comparison Grap,h (19 1 sit,es) 

Based on Provisional SNOTE l data as of Feb 111 2016 

-- Normal --WY1992 

Cu Ii rent as P o ,f N Oli'/'1 a I: 113'El(i, 

Cu lire·nt as Pct o ,f 2015: 111'%, 

c ~ ; re,h t .~s P+ f Peal ss%-l 
Nor · I as P o,f Peal<: 75% 

Pct of Normal Needed ito Re h P 

Norm~I P,eak bate·~ A~r 01 
_ I_ l_ 

--WV1998 --WV.2015 --WV2fl116 

20.1. 6 is a sf ,ong El "i' ino1 

aJ were .1.~92 & .1.998. 
210.1.S was a eak El ino. 

J.-Oct :IL-Nov :IL-Dec :IL-Jan 1-Fe·b :IL-Mali :IL-Apr 1-May 1-Jun :IL-Jul :IL-Aug :IL-Sep, 



Feb 2016 Streamflow 
Forecast 

115% of Average
Fe1b 1 Historic and Forecasted Surface1 Water Supply D StreamFlow Apr-Sep 
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Big Lost Basi rn 2016 Sn owp·a ck 1Com p·a riso,rn 1G ra p ,h ( 5 sites) 

Based on Provisional SNOTE l data as of Feb 11~ 2016 

-- Normal --WY1992 --WY1998 --WY2fl15 

Current as P o ,f N .orma I: '93% I\ I 
- ~r~k ~~W~9~~ r-~~--~--~--~--~-~~- ~ ­

Cu rr,eht as Pct o,f P,e,a ~: 64% 
_ No_rmlaJ a!L~~,Le.ieali· 68%_..--_________ _.._.. _____________ ~=~~~~~, 

Pct ,o, N ,olim a~ N ,eed,ed to R,each P,e.a 

____r.J~li' a ,ea baite: AP. r 09C-_1 ---t------t---~ -t--- ..----11--------1r----2_,o__,i 6 is a s.f'rong El ino., 
- --~ I~ ,as w ,ere .1.992 & .J.998. 

' ' 

20.1.S was a w ,eak El ino . 

ll.-Oct ll.-Nov ll.-De·c ll.-J an 1-F,eb, ll.-Mar ll.-Apr 1-May ll.-J un ll.-J ul 1-Aug ll.-Se·p · 



Feb 2016 Streamflow 
Forecast 

103% of Average
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~ NRCS g Lost River below Mackay Resv: Apr-Jul Percent of Normal - Dally Guidance Forecast 0 
NRCS Monthly Forecasts are Squares a Monthly Forecasts - -
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Snake B,asi n .above Pa I isa d ,es 2016 Sn ow pea ck Co,m p,a riso,n Graph ( 18 sit,es) 

Based on Provisional SNOTE [ data as of Feb 1 l J 201 f5 

-- Normal --WY1992 --WY1998 --WY2015 

Cu rr,e ~t as Pct o f Nor~a I: 86% 
I f 1Cu rre t as Pct a 2015: 77%, 

Cu rre ht as pJ o f Pea~: 6 1% Natural R sources 

_ N.onnb La.s_eJ_o ,f_~ e·a k :J_D.L.0
, U'--~---+------211"+-- ----=---•1----+---+-------1f---'C=oc.:...:..n'S-e'if=-=:....:V=c1 r o::..:...nc...:S=e::...e.rv=ic-=-ie 

Pct o, No,rma l N,eeded to R,e,ach P,eak:: 1 3 

Norm I P,ea k Dat e: Apr l!O '-
2 ,0 

1
6 is a str,ong El' ino, 

D-Sj w ,er,e .1992 & .1998. 

20.lS w ,as a we,ak El ~ino. 

1-0ct 1-Nov 1-De,c 1-Jan 1-Feb 1-Mar 1-Apr 1- May 1-Jun 1-Jul 1-Aug 1-Sep 



Feb 2016 Streamflow Forecast 
90%  Apr-Sep

70% Chance Exceedance 
Forecast is 81% or 3,060 KAF



2016 Snake River near Heise,: Apr - Jul Volume 
NRCS Monthly Forecasts are Yellow Squares 
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2016 -- based on irrigation demand of 4 ,400 KAF and Mar 31 
projected storage for Jackson & Palisades of 1,450 KAF 
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"'78% of normal runoff (2,950 KAF for Apr-Sep period) is 
needed for marginally adequate surfac.e irrigation supply ,: --0.20 
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Brru ne·a u Basin 201·6 Sn owp,a ck •Co,m p·a rison 1G ra p,h ( 5. sit,e,s) 

Based on Provisional SNOTEl data as of Feb 11., 2016 

-- Normal --WY1992 

Cu rre·nt as Pct of Norm a I: 13 7Blo 
1Cu rr,ent .as Pct of' 2015,: 168%, 

- Cu rr,ent as Pct ol P,ea ~: lLJ05% 

No,rmbl as Pct of P,e·a~: '7,6% 

--WY1998 --WY2D15 --WY2D16 

Natural R sources 
Conserva on Service 

_ect o_iN.o,rmaLNeeded t ,o , ·•each ~e· 

SWE equals or exceeds a g peak 

No,rm:al P,e,akDat,e·: ,rr02 , ---------------

2 ,0.l 6 is a s r,ong El .fiino., -
as were .l992 & .l998. 

2D.l1_waS.J ,w ,ealc£ 11Nino~--

1-0ct 1-Nov 1-Dec 1-Jan 1-Feb, 1-Marr 1-Aprr 1-May 1-Jun 1-Jul 1-Aug 1-Se·p· 
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Owyhee Basin 201 16 Sn o ,wp,a ck 1Co,m p,a riso,n ·G ra p,h (7 sit ,es) 

Based on Provisional SNOTEl data as of Feb 11~ 2016 

-- Normal --WY1992 

Cu rre·nt: as P<ef o f Norr a I: 1 23'f , 
1Cu rr,e ,n t: as Pct o ,f 201. ,: 2917%, 

- Currert-as Pelot-Pea~: :101%4---+ 
N orma I as P d of P ,e ,a I<: 82% 

Pct o Normai Needed 'to, R,e ,ac 
- SW'E-e qua-ts-Jr-exce:eds-a,-rn-a• -w ------:~ 

Norm1 I P ,eak bat,e ·: Mar 1 2 

--WY1998 

' ' ' 

--WY2015 --WY2016 

J.-Oct 1.-Nov l!.-De·c 1.-J an 1.-F,eb, l!.-Mar 1-Apr 1.-May 1-J un 1.-J ul 1-Aug l!.-Sep, 



Feb 2016 Streamflow 
Forecast 149%  Apr-Sep



Think 
Snow!!
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