BIG LOST RIVER IRRIGATION DISTRICT
P.O. BOX 205 ∙ MACKAY, IDAHO 83251 ∙ (208) 588-2231 ∙ FAX: (208) 588-2863

June 13, 2014
Todd Perks, Watermaster District #34
P. O. Box 53
Mackay, Idaho 83251

Dear Todd,
It has been noticed that there is a significant amount of water leaving the Big Lost River in the Darlington area that is running into a side channel.  It is estimated that there is 3000 to 5000 inches leaving the river and not returning so this water is lost from the river.  This in turn causes significant losses of surface water to the ground impacting the surface water users significantly.  Calculations show that amount of water in the river at the Moore Diversion, based on a river flow of 600CFS, would increase about 10 t0 15% if this water was prevented from leaving the river.   This channel is not part of the river delivery system.  The water running out this channel is not allocated to anyone and is viewed as an unauthorized or illegal distribution of water.
In light of this finding, the Big Lost River Irrigation District is making a call to prevent that water from leaving the river for the protection of the storage water users.  This will allow less storage water loss when delivered through the river to the storage water users.  This action will decrease the river losses (shrink) and provide more storage as well as decree water to be delivered. 
It is requested that this channel be dammed off immediately to help water users obtain more water during this extreme drought period.

If you have any questions, please give me a call at 390-1447.

Sincerely,

James Rindfleisch, Mgr

Big Lost River Irrigation District

Cc: Department of Water Resources

       Board of Directors:  Big Lost River Irrigation District

