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FOREWORD

This progress repord by George B. Bradshaw contains a detailed
account of the drainage and alkali reclamation studies that have
been carried on in the Emmett Valley, Gem County, Idaho since the
start of the investigation in August 1951,

The author has searched the records for all information
gathered by previous investigators and has inecluded some of the
information along with his original data, so that when the investi=
gation is completed there will be a comprehensive plan for the
drainage and reclamation of these lands,

The procedures and results presented in this report, together
with some of the conclusions reached in the Emmett Valley, can be

used in solving drainage and reclamation problems in other areas,

Claude H, Pair
Project Supervisor
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ORGANIZATION

The Gem County Drainage Investigation is being conducted undey
a memorandum of understanding between the Idaho Department of Reclae
mation, the Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station, the Bureau of
Plant Industry, Soils, and Agricultural Engineering, the U. S.
Regional Salinity ILaboratory, Agricultural Research Administration,
the Soil Conservation Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture and
the Bureau of Reclamation; U. S. Department of Interior.

A joint working plan entitled "Payette Valley Drainage Investie
gations, Gem County, Idaho!, deseribing the procedures to be used,
was signed by the following cooperating agencies,

1. U, S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service.
(a) Division of Irrigation Engineering and Water Conservation.
(b) Operations Division

2, Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station

3« Gem County Board of Commissioners

e U, 8. Bureau of Reelamation

5. Gem County Production and Marketing Administration.
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Over=all direction of the investigation was under the Division
of Irrigation Engineering and Water Conservation, Soil Conservation
Service.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Soil (onservation Service
Robert M, Salter = = « =« @ @@ =« = = = « =~ = Chief of Service

Division of Irrigation Engineering and Water Conservation

George Do Clyde ~ = = = = = = = =« = = = Chief
Claude He Pair = = = = = = - e = - - Project Supervisor
George Be. BradshaW = = = = « = = < = = - Project Ieader

Operations, Soil Conservation Service

John He Christ = = = = = - - < - = - -« = Regional Director
Neil Trving = = = = = = = = @ « =« = = = = State Conservationist
Area Staff

Moxvin BENSON = = = = = = w = = =~ = = = = Apea Conservationist

Dick Harpt = = = = = = = = =« = =~ o = = Engineering Aid
Jom Rinard = = = = = = = e e e = o = = = Range Conservationist
Iester Holmquist - = = = = = = =« = = = - Engineering Aid



SUMMARY

The present Emmett Valley Drainage Investigation was started
in August of 1951 as the result of recommendations made in May of
1951 by representatives of the Soil Conservation Service of the
Department of Agriculture, Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station,
Gem County Board of Commissioners, U. S, Bureau of Reclamation,

Ue S. Geological Survey and the Gem County Production and Marketing
Administration,

The objectives of the drainage investigation have beens

l. To obtain basic physical data necessary to design drainage
Systems and reclaim water-logged and alkali-saline landsgin
the Emmett Valley,

2s To develop methods and techniques that might be applied to the
solution of drainage and salt problems on lands in the inter-
mountain and northwestern states.

The purpose of this report is to present a fairly detailed account
of the significant work done to date and the results obtained since
inception of the investigation.

The Emmett Valley, located in Southwestern Idaho, has an area of
about 80 square miles of which about 50 are farmed under irrigation,
(See Figure 1 for location)

The climate of Emmett Valley is characterized by fairly low annual
rainfall, light snowfall and moderate winter temperatures.

The problem area is characterized by barren spots, native alkali
or salt tolerant plants, Native plants found in the water—logged alkali
area include-saltgrass, salt brush, alkali weed, greasewood, poverty
weed and foxtail, Stunted growth and off color plants can be observed
in most of the affected area,

Practically all the farmland in Emmett Valley is irrigated.
The principal crops are fruit, hay, grain, corn and sugar beets. Most
of the hay and corn is grown on the valley benches; the major portion
of the fruit is grown on the alluvial fans south of the river., The
poorly drained land south and soutiwest of Emmett is used primarily
as native pasture, Some of the waten.logged areas have been re-
claimed and are presently producing fairly good crops.

The problem soils of the Emmett Valley are generally characterized
by high water table conditions, low salinity, high pH, high soluble and
“exchangeable sodium percentages and low rates of infiltration and per-
meability. Water.logging in the valley is probably due to an aggregae~
tion of the following water sources.

o X1id =



1. Artesian water rising from below the surface
2, Over=irrigation

3. Seepage from canals and ditches

L, Seepage from adjacent hills

The procedure followed during the investigation has been to
initiate various studies and then follow through with sufficient
routine observations so that reliable conclusions can be drawn,
Observations on the major portion of the studies will be continued
for a period of time to check the initial conclusions and to observe
any beneficial or detrimental effects from the reclamation work,

Methods of securing data.

The methods of securing the basic data on the various studies
were generally adapted from research in other areas. Additional
needed techniques were developed as the investigation progressed.
Thesc techniques and methods have been modified and simplified to
aid in deriving meximum production with limited personnel and equipe
ment,

| Topographie survey.

A topographic survey was made by Hays, Sloan and Lewis in 1920,
The survey covered the southecastorn portion of the vallcy, A copy of
the survey, scalec 8 inches to the mile, is filed in the Smokc Tne
surance Agency Office in Emmett,

Soil gurvey,

A soil survey of the Emmett Vallcy was made under a copperative
agrcement between the Idsho Agricultural Experiment Station and the
Division of Soil Survey, B,P,I1.,S, & A.E. The following major soil
scrics were mapped in the Emmett Valley,

1, Trower 7« 91 Scrics
2. Bramwcll 8. Reed

3. Ietha 9. Moulton
L. Emcrson 10. Wardwell
5. Cannon 11, Muck

6. Nolan 12. Snow

Alkali salinity survey.

An alkali and salinity survey of the Emmett Valley area was made
in conjunction with the soil Survey. The various classes or degree
of alkali coneentration were based mainly on obvious conditions of
alkali and salinity as evidenced by salt accumilation, natural vegeta-
tion, crop growth, and the morphology of thec soils. These ficld obe
servations were correlated by laboratory analysis « such as conductivity
and pH tests, In the alkali salinity survey the following conditions
were delincateds
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le Alkali free

2e Surface free = alkali in the subestrata
3e Slightly alkali :

he Moderately alkali

5. Strongly alkali

Chemical analysis of selected soil samples.

During 1950 the U. S. Regional Salinity and Rubidoux Iaboratories,
Division of Soil Surveys and the Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station
published a bulletin entitled, "Characteristics of Saline and Alkali
Soils in the Emmett Valley Area, Idaho®; the location, chemical and
physical characteristics of the 35 selected soil sample locations are
included in the appendix of the report.

Artesian well survey.

The returns on a card questionaire mailed on April 7th indicates
that the artesian aquifer underlies the water-logged-alkali area very
closely,

Ground water survey.

A total of 91 wells were installed and observations have been made
by the Bureau of Reclamation since 1936, A table of the high and low
water table elevations, by years are given in appendix table 5, The
ground water fluctuation varies with the wells, In some areas the
fluctuation is very slight and in other areas the fluctuations may be
10 to 1L feet between the low and high ground water ‘cycle,

Drainage investigations.

An investigation to determine the range of influence and the per=
formance of open drains in five of the major soil series in the Emmett
Valley was initiated during the past year, Drainage investigations
were set up on seven farms in the valley, °

The following tentative conclusions have been drawn from the data
gathered to date.

l. The present drainage system is not adequate to completely
reclaim all of the lands of the ranches investigated. Additione
al tile, open drains or wells will be required to complete the
drainage job.

2. A rather close spacing of tile or open drains will be ree
Quired to lower and maintain the ground water table at &
safe depth of Lé feet. Drains &3 feet deep, epaced at 200
feet intervals may be required ¢o0 adequately drain the
slowly permeable soils and artesian areas having conditions
similap to the Muck soils irwestigated. This spacing of
drains will expand to 7 or 8 hundred feet depending upon the
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depth to and the presence of the permeable gravel substrata,

3s A valley wide study of the irrigation efficiencies and length
of run for furrows and borders should be initiated. A high
irrigation efficiency will keep the amount of water lost to
the ground water table at a minimum and aid in the over-all
drainage problem.

Drainage Installation in the Emmett Valley since 1927.

More than 100 miles of open drains have been installed in the
Emmett Valley since 1927. Since 194l more than 215 farms have had
drainage systems installed. There is one tile drainage system in the
valley and no vertical drains,

Crop increases due to drainage and reclamation.

With drainage good erop increases were generally obtained on the
alkali free or very slightly alkali lands, Some of these lands were
formerly very wet and supported bogs or tules, Drainage was all that
was required on the farms that responded rapidly. Very slight crop
increasesy if any, were obtained on the moderately to strongly alkali
soils following drainage,

Alkali reclamation investigations,

Observations to date indicate that artesian water is considerably
better for reclamation than either the river or the drain water and
that the overw-all difference between river and drain water is very
slight, The artesian water gave the best results, the river water
second and the drain water gave the poorest results, The intake rate
was influenced more by the application of gypsum than by the type of
leaching water.

Vertical drainage investigations.

An estimate of the installation and operational costs of vertical
drainage was obtained from the Pioneer Irrigation District at Caldwell,
Idaho, The costs on 30 wells were assembled to obtain the estimates.
The cost of installing drainage wells averaged about $6.58 an acre
and the operational costs for power and maintenance averaged about
38 cents an acre per year for the area drained,

Future scope of the investigations.

Observations will be continued on the following:

l. Open drainage investigations.

2+ Alkali reclamation

3. Continue and refine the artesian well location survey.
The following investigations are to be initiated during 1953.

les Artesian aguifer survey.

2. Vertical drainage investigations.

3. Extending the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation observation well
lines to the Payette River,
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PROGRESS REPCRT ON
DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS
FOR
EMVETT VALLEY
GEM COUNTY, IDAHO 1/ (L) 2/

By
George Be Bradshaw

INTRODUCTION

The present Emmett Valley Drainage Investigation was started in
August 1951 as the result of recommendations made in May 1951 by
representatives of the Soil Conservation Service of the Department of
Agriculture, Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station, Gem County Board
of Commissioners, U, S, Bureau of Reclamation, Ue. S, Geological Survey
and the Gem County Production and Morketing Administration., The ine
vestigation has been conducted by the Soil Conservation Service under
the guidance of the Emmett Valley Drainage Committee, representing the
above~named agencies,

The objectives of the drainage study in the Emmett Valley were set
forth in the Joint Working Plan for the Payette Valley Drainage In~
vestigations:

le To obtain basic physical data necessary to design drainage
systems and reclaim water~logged and saline-alkali lands
in the Emmett Valley,

2. To develop methods and techniques that might be applied to
the solution of drainage and salt problems on lands in the
intermountain and nortlwestern states.

It is the purpose of this report to present a fairly detailed
account of the work done and the results obtained since inception of
the investigation,

1/ Prepared under the direction of George De Clyde, Chief, Division

T of Irrigation Engineering and Water Conservation, Soil Conservation
Servicey Us Se Department of Agriculture, February 1953.

2/ Figures in parentheses refer to Iiterature Cited,



Description of the area.

The Emmett Valley, located in southwestern Idaho, has an area
of about 80 square miles, of which about 50 square miles are farmed
under irrigation. (See figure 1l.) The valley is approximately 1L
miles long and varies from 5 to 6 miles in width., The valley is
fairly flat south of the river and slopes gently upward for about
three miles to a low range of steep hills, The major part of this
land lies a few feet above the level of the Payette River and is
poorly drained., There is a narrow strip of bottom land between the
river and the bench escarpment. This narrow strip is poorly drained
and varies from slightly to severely water-logged, The steep escarpe
ment is about 60 to 100 feet high, This escarpment is the southern
boundary of the two to three miles of sloping river terraces,

Precipitation and temperature,

The climate of Emmett Valley is characterized by feirly low annual
rainfall, light snowfall and moderate winter temperatures, The
temperature, rainfall and frost-free periods of the Weather Bureau
Stations at Emmett, Caldwell and Parma are presented in tables 1 and 2,

The average temperatures for January 1952 and July 1952 were
slightly lower than the length of record normal for the three stations,

The precipitation records (table 2) show the annual precipitation
(October 1, 1951 to October 1, 1952) at Emmett to be L1.8 percent
above normal, at Caldwell to be 26, percent above normal and at
Parma l.3 percent above normal,

Crops of the Emmett Valley.

Practically all the farms in the Emmett Valley are under irrigation,
The principal crops are fruit, hay, grain, corn and sugar beets, Most
of the hay and corn is grown on the valley benches; the major portion
of the fruit is grown on the alluvial fans south of the river, The
poorly drained land south and southwest of Emmett is used primarily
as native pasture, Some of the water-logged areas have been reclaimed
and are presently producing fairly good crops,.

A summary of the acreage planted and the production per acre or
per tree from 1919 to 1949, in Gem County, is presented in table 3.
This table was summarized from the U. S Department of Commeree, Bureau
of the Census Reports, The increases in yields for the various crops
do not necessarily indicate an increase in soil productivity, Better
crop breeding and more resistant types of plants contribute greatly
to the increase in yields,

The increase in yields of wild hay from 0,98 in 1919 to 1.72
tons per acre in 1949 gives the best indication of increased pro-
duction in the water-logged area south and soutlwest of Emmett,
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Table 1. Temperatures, frost-free periods, and frost dates from
Weather Bureau Stations in and near the Emmett Valley.

¢ Caldwell, Idaho Emmett, Idaho : Parma, Idaho
: L7<year: + Lb=years s 29=year
s period : 1952 s period : 1952 : period s 1952
Jan, avg. temp. °Fo 28,3 26,0 29,1 2747 27,8 26,5
J'U.ly avg. temp, OF. 73.5 72,0 7500 71,0 7)401 7269
aximm tempe °Fe 10740 99,0 109,0  100,0  111,0 102,0
Minimun temp, °F, -3l 20 =35 ~1,0 =27 1.0
Date of last spring
killing frost
(lower than 32°) 5/7 W/11  L/30 L/29 L/2h L/
Date of first fall
killing frost : ‘ :
(lower than 32°) 10/3 10/1  9/26  10/15  10/9  10/15
Lomgth of growing
season in days 149 186 1L9 169 168 187




Table 2, Monthly precipitation at three locations in and near
the Emmett valley,

:_GCaldwell, Tdaho ¢ Fmmett, Idaho 2 Parma, Idaho

: sIlength of: sIength of'¢ v Iength of

: ¢ record : record : record

t 195152 : average : 195152 average g 1951-52 ; average

Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches Inches

October 1,76 0,78 2073 0650 1.25 0.77
Novenber 1.39 1.1hL 2.36 1,31 0,90 0,98
December 2,52 1.1 3.63 1,39 1.38 1,00
January 1,12 1.26 1,55 1.38 072 1,13
February 1,06 1.1 1,60 1,20 089 0.89
March 1,25 1,04 1.30 1,20 0a59 OuTh
April 1,00 0.9L 0,72 1404 0oL 0.83
My 0,88 0.98 1,35 1,02 0091 0,69
June 1443 0s77 1.00 0e5h 1.05 079
July 0637 033 Trace 0,28 0,08 0.13
August 0,00 0e22 Trace 0e21 0,06 0223
Septenber 0413 Oel7 0,00 0658 022 0.l
Annual 12,91 10,21 16,24 1145 8499 8,62



Table 3. Crop acreages and production figures for Gem County, Idaho
from 1919 to 1949,

1919 g2k  193h 1939 19kl 19L9

Corn
“TAcres 1127 159 1582 1943 §52 1i87
Bu. ACe 28 29 3L L5 36 £5
Wheat Winter
Acres 1306 689  1L52 2085
Bu Ace ls 18 23 23
6887 2677
13 18
Wheat Spring
Acres 2948 2350 1438 2107
Bue ACe L1 31 38 32
Qats
Acres 935 1426 2661 2318 2863 3630
Bue AC. 55 34 37 33 50 L3
Barley \
Acres 1267 12440 1579 1825 3528 2106
Bue AC, 17 27 36 35 35 32
Alfalfa -
Acres 17365 12265 18665 16785 12932  123L5
Tons AC. 2a85 2018 2.08 2&51 ) 2.68
Clover & Timothy
Acres 1595 1510 1908 1802 11h6 1567
Tons ACe 1092 1085 1953 1991 1!76
Wild Hay
hcres 31 558 1213 86L 120  1L8L
Tons ACo 0098 1,19 139 1,1k 1a72
"Peaches
“Trees L6120 2918 28538 29130 L0016
Bue.per tree 1.6 1.3 0.9 1ol 1,0
Cherries
Trees 13115 33830 37268 L8L36 51870
Ibe per tree 37 60 30 63 38
Plums
" Trees 6597L 90593  69kLL 85617 89436  90L3L
Bus per tree 0ol 1.3 1.7 2e7 1.9
Apricots
= Trees 15076 7094 3351
Bue per tree 0s61 0,91 0,74

1/ Table summarized from the Bureau of the Census Reports.
- 6 e



With drainage and better reclamation practices the yields of wild hay
have nearly doubled., During the same period ths yield per acre of
alfalfa, clover and timothy dropped to about 93 pexcent. I+ has
been estimated that 60 percent of the wild hay acrezage in Cem Chunty
is in the Emmett Valley, The other LO percent iz gpztream along the
Payette River,

History of the Emmett Valley. 6) (1)

In the early 1870ts James Wardwell built a sawmill o “he Poyette
River at the head of the lower valley, where the Uimtilia stige lire
crossed the river. A postoffice callsd Emmettsville was buiit a Few
miles below the sawmill, A village grew up around “he sawmill and in
a few years the postoffice and name were transferred 4o the new settle=
ment, Eventually, the settlement became a trading point for the lumber-
men and stock raisers of the Payette Valley., The surrounding hills of
unoccupied public lands made stock raising one of the natural industries
of the early settlers, The fertile lands, the asbundance of water, and
the easy methods of irrigation soon made farming an indusprial come
panion to stock raising. The soils, climate and other factors were
very favorable for the growing of prunes and other fruit, Mere fruit
was shipped from Emmett during 1919 and 1920 than from any other
point in Idaho, Nearly 15,000 acres of land in the vicinity of Emmett
was planted to orchards, When Gem County was created on March 19, 1915,
Emmett was made the County Seat,

The first record indicating a drainage and alkali problem was ob-
tained from "The Emmett Index," published on December 31, 1903,

"The Block House Swamps" 1/: "almost anyone in the Payette Valley
can tell you where the Block House swamps are located, but very few
can tell you where the name, which is a peculiar one, originated.n

"The swamps, which lie about three miles soutlwest of Emmett have
been in existence ever since the first settlers came to this valley,
The reason of their being so well known, is that the swampy nature of
the ground afforded great pasture for horses and cattle. Tt is said
that the Indians would come down from the mountains in the winter and
camp along the river. They would then turn their horses loose in the
swamps and have no fear of not finding them in the spring, as they
would not stray away, the country surrounding the swamps being ex-
tremely barren, devoid of all vegetation except sagebrush.

i/ The Emmett Index - December 31, 1903.



"In the early 60t's four bachelors, George Andrews, Mose Rice, Tom
Anderson and Jack Howard, took up a thousand acres of the swamp land
and fenced it in for grazing purposes. They liveil in a large house,
which resembled an old time block house. It wns located near the
present road to Falkts store, about a half mile below the McNish sawe
mill, These old bachelors lived there a number of years., Because of
the odd appearance of the house and their owning most of the swamp,
someone started calling the swamps the Block House and it has been
kept up ever since,

There is only one drawback to the swamps as an ideal pasture land.
It is full of pot holes, which are alkali gathering, reminding one of a
boil being of the same shape, The center is full of very soft alkali
mud .in which a person or animal would sink from sight in a very short
space of time if not rescued, Cattle have got into them and sunk,
Some of the holes are as much as forty or fifty feet in circumference.

Attempts have been made to drain the swamps to convert them into
farming land, but it is probable that they will be there for years, a
great place for mallards, but no good for.agricultural purposes.

The problem.

The problem areas of the Emmett Valley are generally characterized
by high water table conditions and the soils have low salinity, high pH,
high soluble and exchangeable sodium percentages and low rates of ine
filtration and permeability. (5)

Water-logging and alkali conditions have reduced the value and
production of the soils of a large portion of the Emmett Valley, Water=
logging has damaged approximately 35 square miles of land in the valley,
This ranges from barely visible damage to bogs, swamps and complete
abandonment, Water-logging in the valley is probably due to an aggrega-
tion of the following water sources.

1. Artesian water raising from below the surface soil.
2, Over-irrigation.,

3o Seepage from canals and ditches,.

L. Secpage from adjacent hills.

A fairly large water-logged acreage is also attributed to soil
changes. Soil changes occur where a horizontal soil stratum changes
from a more to a less permeable one, These soil changes may be very
slight from a sandy loam to a silt loam, or they may be very great and
change from a coarse sand or gravel to a very slowly permeable clay,
Ground water moving down from higher elevations is retarded by these soil
changes. The ground water table is built up and water-logging occurs,

Alkali elements have damaged approximately 25 square miles in the
valley. The part damaged is very extensive and is characterized by
areas of poor germination or stunted plant growth, or by areas entirely
barren. These unproductive areas are principally on the following soilse
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l. Ietha clay loams to sandy loanms.
2. Reed silty clays to. loams.
3. Cannon clays to gravelly clay loams

Alkali and saline soils are usually formed as a result of a high
water table or water-logged conditions, The ground water which com%ains
dissolved salts rise to the surface by capillary action and evaporates,
leaving soluble salts in the surface soil., The low rates of infiltra-
tion and permeability are possibly due to the alkali condition, The
soil colloids tend to become saturated with sodium which generally re-
sults in poor soil structure and impaired permesbility,

Native vegetation of the problem area.

The problem area is characterized by barren spots and native alkali
or salt tolerant plants, WNative plants found in the water-logged alkali
area include saltgrass, salt brush, alkali weed, greasewood, poverty
weed and foxtail, Stunted growth and off color plants can be observed
in the most of the affected area.

Previous Investigations,

At various times since 1915 Federal, County and private agencies
have made investigations in the Emmett Valley. Much progress has been
made towards solving the drainage and reclamation problems., Some of
these studies and investigations are listed below,

1., An investigation was started in 1915 on the Canyon County
Drainage District No, 1 by Mr. E. 0. Iarson. Test wells were
installed and readings made,

2, During 1918 crop survey maps were prepared for the Canyon
County District No, 1.

3. 4n investigation was made in the Canyon County Drainage
District No., 2 with 75 test wells and 6 measuring stations
for drainage flow,

b, An investigation was made in the Canyon County Drainage
District No. 1 with 23 wells,

5. 1In 1936 the Bureau of Reclamation began an extensive study of
the water tables around the southern edge of the valley
adjacent to and below its Black Canyon Canal,

6., In 1940 an alkali and soil survey was initiated by the Tdaho
Agricultural Experiment Station and the Division of Soil
Survey B,P,I,S, and A.E,

7. In 1947 the Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station, the Division
of Soil Surveys and the U, S. Regional Salinity ILaboratory
B.P,I.S. and A.E. initiated an investigation to study character-
istics of the saline and alkali soils and other soil problems
of the area, ‘ :
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Glossary of torms

Aggrogatess Fragments or clods the soil forms during the
drying and eracking process.

Alkali soil: Soils which have an excessive degroe of saturation
of exchangeable sodium in the base exchange eomplex, The exchangcable
sodium pereentage is greater than 15 and the conductivity of the satu-
ration extract is less than L millimhos per em = pH valucs 8.5 to 10,

Artesian agpifers A confined water-bearing strata in the soil,

The water is gencrally confined by a layer of slowly permeable clay or

shale over the aguifer,

Color indicatorss A complex dyc which changes color with slight
changes of pH values. Used in elassifying soils with respoct to acidity
or alkalinity,

Electrical conductivity: The reciprocal of the electrical ree

sistance in ohms of a conductor which is Ll em, long and has a cross=
sectional area of 1 sq, ecm. A quantitative method of determining the
degree of salinity in soil or water samples,

Evaporation ring: A twelve inch length of well casing with a

bottom welded on. Used in measuring the water lost to evaporation,

Exchangeable sodium percentages The degree of saturation of the

soil base exchange complex with sodium,

Exchangeable sodium x 100
Cation exchange capacity

Geochemical chart: A graphical method of analyzing ionic analysis

EsSePy ®

daw.
Ground water table:; The upper boundary for ground water. It is

the point at which the pressure in the water is equal to the atmospherdic

pressure,



Glossary of terms(continued)

Hydraulic gradient: The decrease in hydraulic head per unit

distance in the direction of flow in the soil,

Infiltration rate: The rate of movement of water into the soil

per unit of time.

Infiltration ring: A twelve inch length of pipe or well casing

to be used in measuring the infiltration rate of the soil,

Ionic analysis: The quantitative determination of the major

cations and anions in the soil or water, Usually includes the following

cations Ca, Nay K, Mg; anions Cl, SO}, HCO3 and CO3.

Irrigatlon efficiency: The percentage of irrigation water de-

livered to the farm or field that is available in the soil for consumpe
tive use by the crops. |

Iength of run: The distance water must travel in furrows or over

the surface of the field from the head ditch to the end of the field,
Observation well: Hole in the ground used to determine the depth

to water or hydrostatie pressure of the entire underground soil profile
to the depth of the well, The well indicates the level of the sure
rounding ground water table.

'PH: An expression of acidity or alkalinity. pH of 7 is neutral,
Values grading below 7 become morc acid and values rafiging above,
indicate stronger alkalinity,

Permeabilitys The volume of water crossing unit areca in unit time

with wnit hydraulis gradient and at a standard temperature of 68°F.

Expressed in inches per hour or centimeters par hour,



Glossary of torms(continued)

Piczometer:s A pipe driven into the soil so that there is no
leakage down the oubside of the pipe and all entrance of water into the
pripe is from the bottom, The piezometer indicates pressure at the

point of entrance rather than the level of the ground water table.

Proctor neccdle: Equipment for measuring the bearing load, in
pounds pcr sguare inch, on a soil surfacc beforce the necdle penetrates
the soil,

Salinc soils Conductivity of the saturation exbract is greater

than L millimhos por em. (ab 25%) and the exchangeablo~sodium percent
is greater than 15. The pH is gencrally above 8.5.
Soil changes A point where a soil stratigraphy changes from a

more to a less permeable profile. This change may interfore with the
movement of water through the soil,

Soluble sodiumepcreontages This term is uscd in conncetion with

irrigation waters and soil extracts to indieate the propertion of
sodium ions in solubtion in rclation to the total cation concentration,

Soil amendmentsg The most goncral soil amendments are gypsum,

sulphur, limestone and sulfuric acid., They are applied to an alkali
soil to reduce the exchangeablewsodium-pereentage to a good crop—

growing level,



PROCEDURE. FOLLOWED

The proccdure followed during the investigation has been to initiate
various studies and then follow through with sufficient routine obe
servations so that relisble conclusions can be drawn., Observations on
the major portion of these studies will be continued over the next year
or two to check the initial conclusions and to observe any eneficial
or detrimental effects from the reclamation work,

The following is a calendar of events sinece this investigation
was initiated.

L.

2,
3.
be

5o

6o
To

8.
9e

10.

il,

13.

b
15,

& ‘topographic survey was obtained for the southeastern
portion of the valley.

A soil survey was obtained for the Emmett Valley.
An alkali survey was obtained for the Emmett Valley.

The soil sample locations from Research Bulletin No. 17 (5)
were relocated in the field and the field conditions were studied,

The U, S. Bureau of Reclamation well locations and well
readings were obtained.

The soil and alkali surveys were checked,

Piezometers (3) were installed in Ranch A& to observe the ine
fluence of opéen drains in the Ietha Soil Series.

The soil and alkali surveys were checked on Ranch B,

Piezometers were installed in Ranch B to observe the ine
fluence of open drains in the Muck soils,

The soil and alkali surveys were chetked on Ranch C.

Piezometers were installed in Ranch C to obtain the in-
fluence of open drains above a soil change,

The soil and alkali surveys were checked on Ranch D.
Piezometers were installed in Ranch D to obtain the ine
fluence of open interception drains above soil changes and
in Snow soils,

The soil and alkali surveys were checked on Ranch E,

Plezometers were installed in Ranch E te obtain the ine
f3dence of tile drains in letha soils,

«l3 @



16,

17.

18,

22.

23,

2o

25,

26,

27,

The soil and alkali surveys were checked on Ranch F,

Piezometers were installed in Ranch F to obtain the
influence of open drains in the Moulton soil series.

Observations were initiated on Ranch G to determine the
inj’luence of open drainz on the Reed soil series.

Water samples of the Payette River, drain water and
artesian water were obtained and an ionic analysis made
Yy the U, S. Bureau of Reclamation.

The soil and alkali surveys were checked on the Ranch I recla-
mation plots,

Twenty=-seven infiltration rings were driven on the Ranch T
reclamation plots. (5ilty clay - highly alkaline soils)
Three ring replicates were set up = river, drain and artesian
water was applied as leaching water - zero, five and ten %ons
of gypsum were applied to the soil in the various rings.

The soll and alkali surveys were checked on the Ranch H
Greasewocod reclamation plot. The soils are moderately
alkaline, rapidly permeable and have a drainsble gravel strata
at 3% feet,

Iwenty=-seven infiltration rings were driven on the Ranch H
Greasewood alkali reclamation plot, Three replicates
identical to the Ranch I plot were set up.

The soil and alkali surveys were checked on the Ranch H
Saltgrass alkali reclamation plot, The soils are
moderately alkali, moderately to rapidly permezble and have
a drainable gravel strata at 6 1/l feet,

Twenty=seven infiltration rings and one evaporation ring
were driven on the Ranch H Saltgrass alkali reclamation
plots Three replicates identical to the Ranch I plot
were set up,. ,

One evaporation ring was also installed on the Ranch

I plot.

The installation, operational and maintenance costs on
vertical drainage wells were obtained from the Pioneer
Irrigation District at Caldwell, Idaho.

An artesian well location survey was initiated in the
Emmett Valley,



METHODS OF OBTAINING DATA

The methods of securing the basic data on the various studies were
generally adapted from research in other areas, Additional needed
techniques were developed as the investigation progressed, These
techniques and methods have been modified and simplified to aid in de=
riving maximum production with limited personnel and equipment.

The following methods and techniques were used in obtaining the
various sections of the report,

1.

3e

Fe

10.

12,

All available records were checked for information and
data pertaining to the problem area. The more valuable
data was assembled and included in this report.

An artesian well location survey was made on the portion of
the valley south of the river. Questionaires were sent out
to all the farm owners in that area,

Piezometers and wells were used to obtain the hydraulic
gradient of the ground water table and to detect artesian
pressures on the various farms studied,

Water applied to the various farms was obtained from the
water companies, Drain water effluent was measured at
drain outlets., Surface waste was measured or estimated.

Crop increases were obtained from individual farmers for the
various farms studied,

Chemical analysis on various soil and water samples were made
by the Bureau of Reclamation,

Water samples were analyzed with a conductance bridge during
the alkali reclamation studies,

Infiltrometer rings were used to measure the effect of gypsum
and verious reclamation waters on the alkali soils.

Aggregates were recorded during the alkali reclamation studies
on the Ranch I plot.

The inches of water applied to each ring was measured.

The structure, workability and amount of visible gypsum wasg
recorded after each leaching period,

Proctor needle readings were made in each ring after each
leaching period to determine swrface hardness.
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13, The intake rate was measured in the rings with a standard
evaporation hook gage.

1. The soil and water temperature was recorded for each in=
filtration period. These temperature readings were used to
convert the intaske rate to a standard temperature.

15, Barometric readings were made at the beginning and end of
each infiltration period to determine the effect if any on
the infiltration,

16, pH readings were made at each infiltration run to aid in
analyzing the results in each ring.

DATA GATHERED

This section includes a summary of the data gathered since the
drainage investigation was initiated in August 1951 on the following
subjects:

1, Topographic survey

« Soil Survey

Alkali survey

Artesian well survey
Ground water survey
Drainage Investigations
Alkali reclamation
Vertical drainage

L]

L]

°

o

R -3 L E W o

Topographic Survey

Emmett Valley comprises the principal body of valley lands of the
Payette River within the county. The valley begins at the mouth of
the basalt bordered Black Canyon near the Black Canyon Dam about
5 miles northeast of Emmett. This alluvial valley widens out to a width
of L to 6 miles and extends down the river about 1) miles, The alti-
tude varies from 2200 to 2500 feet., A& strip of bottom land 1/L to 3/L
miles wide borders the river. A& nearly level alluvial terrace, 2 to 5
feet or so above the bottom lands extend southward for 1 to 2% miles,
This alluvial terrace contains many old partially filled channels,
sloughs and playa~-like flats, Northeast of Emmett this terrace is
slightly higher above the bottom lands. South and west of Ietha, in
the southwestern part of the valley, a second nearly level terrace
lies aboubt 2 to 5 feet above the first terrace. These low terraces
grade into a continuous 1/} to 1/2 mile wide belt of sloping coalescing
alluvial fans, These fans were built up by streams emerging from the
nearby hills, Above these fans a strongly dissected terrace or up=
land plain rises steeply some 300 to 700 feet to a crest and slopes
gently towards the Boise river, The Payette river flows along or near
a 30 to 50 foot escarpment on its north side, This escarpment leads
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up to a gently sloping terrace or bench, This terrace is 1 “to 3 miles
wide and comprises the greater part of the valley on the north side
of the river,

During 1920 a topographic survey was completed on the south-
eastern porticon of the Emmett Valley., The survey was made by Hays,
Sloan, and lewis., A copy of the survey, 8 inches to the mile, with
a two foot contour interval, is in the Smoke Insurance Office in the
bank building in Emmett, & copy of the survey with a ten foot con-
tour interval is shown in figure 2, The valley east-west slope is
roughly ten feebt per mile, The north south slope is relatively flat,
In some locations the slope is towards the south rather than north
towards the river, This flat north-south slope and the high river
level with respect to the farm land makes drainage towards the river
unfeasible in a large part of the problem area.

Soil Survey

A soil survey of the Emmett Valley area was initiated August 26,
1939 under a survey work plan for Gem County, Idaho in which the entire
county outside of the National Forest was to be included. This area
amounted to about L22 square miles, The Bureau of Plant Industry,
Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station and Soil Conservation Service
were listed as cooperating agencies.

In 1940 the survey was continued under a cooperative agreement
between the Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station and the Division of
Soil Swrvey, Bureau of Plant Industry Soils and Agricultural Engineering.

The terraces above the river probably were formed of river trans-
ported material mixed with material from the adjoining uplands of the
Payette and Idaho formations, whereas, the river bottom lands and the
soils south of the river are derived from more recent, mixed transported
soil materials, The alluvial material deposited by the Payette River
had its origin principally from acid to somewhat subbasic igneous rocks,
such as quartz, monzonite, granodiorite, quartz diorite, and granite,
which predominate in the drainage basin of the river above Emmett. A
minor proportion probably was derived from basalt, which underlies a
small part of the drainage basin, particularly Squaw Butte and the ad-
joining area north of Black Canyon, It is likely that a considerable
admixture of quartz and other acid igneous material has been derived
from the Payette and Idaho formations, A description of each soil
series follows:

Power series

The Power series includes most of the soils on the Bench lying north
of the Payette River. fAn area of about one square mile lies south of
Ietha in an old high alluvial fan or remnant of this terrace. The
soils have light gray silt Joam surface horizons with brown compact
subsoils and are underlain with mixed and stratified deposits of sand,
gravel and cobbles. In the virgin state the soil had a characteristic
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microrelief of slight mounds and depressiens and a cover of sagebrush
and sparse grass, In many places leveling operations have exposed
the less permeable and presumably highesodium "B" horizon, which has
resulted in a spotted growth pattern in many cultivated fields., The
parent material consists ef old alluvium, mainly of medium and some-
what light textures, deposited by the Payette River.

The internal drainage of the soil is variable but probably domi-
nantly somewhat slow, ranging to very slow in the spots of poor vege=-
tation., The water table is low enough so as not to interfere with
drainage at the present time,

Soils of the Power series have the following textural range:
Clay, silty clay, sandy clay, silty clay loam, clay loam, silt loam;
sandy loam, coarse sandy loam and gravelly clay loam.

Bramwell series.

Most of the Bramwell soils lie on a continuous belt of sloping
coaleseing alluvial fans between the main valley and the steep hills
facing the valley from the south., The soils are principally quartzic
and micaceous alluvium washed more or less locally from the Payette
formation and other soils in the hilly uplands underlain by the
Payette geologic formation.

The remaining Bramwell soils are alluvial soils having a grayishe
brown surface soils of a wide range in texture and stratified sub-
solls. The soils generally have loose loamy coaXse sand or coarse
sand below a depth of 12 to 45 inches, They are well drained. The
coarser = textured soils generally lie higher on the fans and are
lighter colored, The finer  textured soils lie on the flatter lower
edges of the fans and have stratified subsoils in which the strata
range from heavy textures to loamy coarse sand to at least moderate
depths.

Soils of the Bramwell series have the following textural range:
Coarse sandy clay, clay loam, loam, sandy loam, coarse sandy loam,
loamy coarse sand, gravelly loamy coarse sand, sand, gravelly coarse
sand.,

ILetha series.

The soils of the Letha series occur extensively on the level lands
in the valley west of Emmett, fairly close to the Payette River, and
extend to the Payette, Gem County line, The soils are poorly drained
and have a fluctuating water table at depths ef 20 to LS inches. The
soils lie en a nearly level low terrace only a few feet above the
present flood plain ef the river, The surface is very gently undue
lating and has a relief of 6 to 2L inches between the broad swells
of ridges and the narrow meandering channels of an old flood plain,



The alluvium is medium to very light textured and was deposited
By the Payette River with mixtures of outwash from the nearby Payette
hills, The soils are moderately alkali and non-saline, The subsoil
strata are generally heavier textured.

Soils of the Letha series have the following textural range:
Clay loam, silt loam, fine sandy loam, loam, sandy loam, gravelly
loam, gravelly clay loam, gravelly coarse sandy loam,sand,

Emerson series

Soils of the Emerson series occur south of the Payette River in
an arc extending from the Black Canyon Dam to an area generally south
of Bmmett., These soils are not generally effected by a high water
table., The water table averaged about L, to 5 feet below land surface
in the area south of Emmett. The soils occur on nearly level low
terraces and are from medium to coarse-textured older alluvium of the
Payette River.

Soils of the Emerson series have the following textural range:
Loam, gravelly loam, fine sandy loam, loamy fine sand, sand, gravelly
sand loam, gravelly sand, gravelly loam, sand,

Cannon series,

The soils of the Cannon series are light colored and are found in
the flat backwater settling basins of the low terraces or old flood
plains of the river. The soils are medium to heavy textured and are
underlain by loose porous strata of gravel or sand at depths of 20 to
60 inches, '

Flood waters of the intermittent streams from the Payette hills
deposited their coarser load on the fans while the finer material
was carried farther down into the flat basins below the fans, The
soils were evidentally formed under poor or somewhat poor drainage
and more or less saline and alkali conditions.

Soil types of the Cannon series include the folowing textural
range: Clay, gravelly clay, silty clay, sandy clay, silty clay loam,
clay loam, gravelly clay loam,

Nolan sexries,

The Nolan soils were formed in very poorly drained marshy areas
with abundant growth of water-loving plants. The soils are fairly
dark colored but contain less organic matter than the muck solls.
They are generally non-alkali, The surface soils are generally dark-
gray fine granuler silt loam or heavy silt loam. The surface soil
extends to 15 or 30 inches and grades into a medium textured light
brownish gray soil, Ioose gravel or micaceous sand generally under-
lies the medium textured strata at 35 to L5 inches.

Soils of the Nolan series have the following textural range:
Silty clay loam, gravelly silty clay loam, loam, clay, silty clay.
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91 series.

it

The surface soils are dark colored and very heavy, The subsoils
are medium to slightly heavy textured, The soils have moderate internal
drainage, They occur in level backwater settling basins in association
with the Cannon, Nolan and Muck soils, The soils are lighter colored and
somewhat more calcareous than the Nolan soils but resemble them in
their friable nature. The soils are slightly to moderately affected by
salts or alkali,

Soils of the 91 series have the following textural range: Clay,
silty clay, elay loam, silty clay loam, loam,

Reed series.

The Reed soils are light colored saline=alkali or alkali soils
formed from laminated fine silty sediments relatively free of gravel,
They occur in a nearly level to very gently undulating terrace in the
southwest corner of the valley, These deposits probably represent the
rements of a lake terrace formed in the valley of the Payette River,

These heavy soils extend downward 15 feet or more to gravel. Internal
drainage is slow to very slow,

Soils of the Reed series have the following textural range:
Silty clay, silty clay loam, silt loam, loam.

Moulton series.

The Moulton soils include imperfectly to poorly drained soils
occurring in medium p051tlons on flood plains, Textures range from
very light to medium. The subsoils are stratified but chiefly light
or very light textured, Strata of loose gravel and sand lie below a
depth of 20 to 35 inches, The soils may be slightly saline and
highly alkalin,

Soils of the Moulton series have the following textural range:
Clay loam, loam, sandy loam, very fine sandy loam, loamy fine sand,
gravelly loam, gravelly fine sandy loam, loamy coarse sand, gravelly
sand, gravelly coarse sand,

Wardwell series.

The Wardwell soils lie on a terrace aboubt 20 feet above the flood
plain in an area northeast of Emmett. The soils are not effected by a
high water table. The soils have moderate to strong textural and
structural profile development., The deep subsoils generally have a
high pH and may contain some soluble salts,

The following soil types are included in the Moulton series:
Clay loam, loam, fine sandy loam, sandy loam, gravelly loam, sand.
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Muck series,

Several areas of muck and peaty muck soils occur in the lower
parts of the low terrace or old flood plain in the south portion of
the valley. Before drainage was initiated the vegetation consisted
of tules, sedges and reeds, The muck varies in depth from a few
inches to more than 72, The Muck soils are generally underlain by
sandy strata. The soils are neutral to slightly alkalin in some areas.

The Muck soils were delineated as follows: Shallow muck 6" to 12%
muck 12" to 36", Peaty muck, deep peaty muck 72" plus,

Snow series,

The Snow soils occur in the nearly level floors or flood plains of
the small valleys crossing the Bench north of the river, A few areas
occur as small alluvial fans of these streams where they emerge from
the Bench on to the Payette River flood plain. The surface soils are
generally dark-grayish brown. The surface textures are primarily
medium to heavy. The subsoils are similar in color and stratified
with sandy loam and light clay loam layers to a depth of 35 to 60 inches,

Below 60 inches loose loamy sand, sand, and gravel occur,

The Snow soils have the following textural range: Clay, silty -
clay loam, clay loamy coarse sandy loam, silt loam, loam, sandy loam,
coarse sandy loam, '

The general location and extent of the various soils series are
shown in figure 3. The severely water-logged and problem area occurs
primarily in areas of letha, Reed, Canon and Muck soils, The Reed
and some Muck soils do not lend themselves favorably to open or tile
drains because of their thickness and low permeabilities,

Alkali Suxvey.

An alkali survey, including alkali and saline conditons of the
Emmett Valley area, was initiated in 1941 by the same personnel that
made the soil survey., The alkali survey was conducted in conjunction
with the soil survey. The various classes or degree of salinity and
alkali were based mainly on obvious conditions of alkali and salinity
as evidenced by salt accumulation, natural vegetation, crop growth
and the morphology of the soils. These field observations were checked
by conductivity and pH tests,

Tn the alkali survey the soils were delineated into the following
classes:

Alkali free,

Natural cover of sagebrush and cheatgrass or of cheatgrass and
annual weeds, as well as cropland and irrigated pasture on soills not con-
sidered to be inherently alkali or saline,
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Surface free of alkali, alkali in the sub=-strata.

Cropland or irrigated pasture supporting a uniform fair to good
vegative cover, apparently free of salt and alkali, but because of the
inherent characteristics of the soil, usually have salt and alkali in
the deeper subsoil, ;

Slightly alkali.

Cropland supporting a fair but uneven or spotty vegetative cover
with fair to good crop growth on 75% or more of the area, or irrigated
pasture supporting 60 to 65% or more cover of palateble grasses and
legumes. In cropland of this class the visibly affected alkali or
saline spots are barren. In irrigated pasture the visibly affected
alkeli and saline spots support a dominant cover of saltgrass and
Greasewood,

Moderately alkali,

A natural greasewood cover, with or without saltgrass, or a uniform
revegetated cover of which saltgrass comprises 35 to L0% or more of the
vegetation,

Strongly alkali,

Alkali and saline affected areas in which alkali spots occupy 259
or more of the area with the intervening areas supporting s altgrass,
and greasewood or a poor to good growth of crops. If allowed to lie
idle, these lands will in a few years time have a uniform saltgrass
cover.

The general location and extent of the various classes are shown
in figure L. The alkali area generally occurs on the Ietha, Reed and
Cannon soil series. The Ietha soils are generally moderately permeable
and should reclaim fairly rapidly following drainage. The Cannon soils
will be slightly more difficult to reclaim due to a slower permeability
in the surface soil, However, open or tile drainage is very feasible
on the Cannon soils due to the permeable substrata. The Reed soils will
be the most difficult to reclaim due to the slow permeability and
thickness of the strata, The 15 feet or more of slowly permeable soil
makes the efficiency of open or tile drains very low. This requires a
very close spacing of drains and coupled with the gypsum required for
reclamation on heavy alkaline soils mekes reclamation very costly.

Chemical Analysis of Selected Soil Samples in the Emmett Valley. (2)

During 1950 the U. S. Regional Salinity and Rubidoux Iaboratories,
Division of Soil Surveys and the Idaho Agriculbural Experiment Station
published a bulletin entitled "Characterigtics of Saline and Alkali
Soils in the Emmett Valley area, Idaho,.®
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The chemical and physical characteristics of 35 selected soil
samples were given in the Appendix of the above mentioned publication.
The location of the soil samples are shown in figure 5, A major part
of the soil samples are located in the acute problem area, (See figure L)
The chemical and physical characteristics of the soils sampled are
given in Appendix tables 1, 2, 3, and l,

The chemical analysis can be used to obtain a fairly reliable
estimate of the tonage ef gypsum required to remove the sodium from a
given soil sample and establish a permanent reclamation., The following
calculation is an example of the methods generally used to determinethe
amount of gypsum required for reclamation.

Sample calculation of gypsum required to reclaim the soil profile
analysis presented in Appendix Table 2, sample No. 23,

H H H Gypsunm H ¢ Gypsum

s : s ¢ required H srequired
Depth $ ¢ Base & to replace :Portion ofs for

of :Exch, ¢ Safe  :exchange : one m.e,/100:foot sreclamae
Sample ssodium : sodium :capacity :grams of soilsanalyzed s tion
Inches % % Me€./ 100 grm Tons Ft. Tons

0-8 ( 53.8 « 15)x 39,6 x 1.75 x 0,666 = 20,6
34.6
1628 (81.9 - 15)x 51,7 x 175 x 1 = 10,6

]

8-16 ( 73.7 - 15) x 50,6 x 1.75 x 0,666

28-35 (83,5 = 15)x 55,3 x .75 x 0,583 = 26,0

39=52 (100 - 15)x 12,8 x 1,75 x 1,083 = 20.6
Total tons of gypsum required to reclaim soil

to 52 inches 2,k

Artesian Well Survey

An artesian well survey of the Emmett Valley was initiated during
1952, On April 7th a card questionnaire was mailed out to farm owners
in the problem area south of the Payette River. A 65 percent return
was obtained on the questionnaire,

The results ef the questionnaire are given in figure 6. The
artesian aquifer underlies the water-logged alkali area very accurately
(see figure L), However, the area is water=logged and alkali for a
distance of about 1% miles above the farm furthermost east, having a
flowing artesian well, This 13 miles can possibly be accounted for in
two ways:

1. The artesian aquifer probably extends east of the last farm
indicating an artesian well. However, a number of artesian
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wells were attempted a half to three-guarters of a mile east
of the last known well and no free flowing artesian aquifers
were encountered. ‘

2. Artesian water moving toward the surface forms a water
mound and retards unconfined ground water moving down from
upslope. The water table is slowly raised until the areas
become water=logged and alkali,

Ground Water Survey.

During 1936 the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation initiated a ground
water investigation in the area bordering the Black Canyon Canal on
the southern edge of the Emmett Valley. A total of 91 observation
wells were installed and monthly readings were made from 1936 to 19L5.
The observations were discontined from 1946 to 1950, The observations
were resumed in 1950 and have been continued to date.

The well locations are shown on figure 7. The observation wells
are located an eight of a mile up to two miles below the Black Canyon
Canal.

A table of the high and low water table elevations, by years, are
given in appendix table 5. The ground water fluctuation varies with
the well location., In some areas the fluctuation is very small and
in other arecas the fluctuation may be 10 to 1L feet between the low
and high ground water cycle,

Drainage Investigations.

An investigation to determine the range of influence and the
performance of open drains in five of the major soil series in the
Ermett Valley was initiated during the past year. Piezometers were
installed at right angles to the proposed drain Jocations to determine
the ground water level prior to drainage. Observations on the soil
profile and the drainfs effect upon the ground water table were ob-
served during the drain construction periods. Piezometer observations
were continued during the fall and winter to obtain the minimum and
maximum ground water level following drainage., The effective range .
of influence varied from about 100 feet or less in the silty clays to
40O feet or more in the sandy loams underlain with gravel,

Drainage investigations were set up on seven farms in the valley.
They covered the following soil series and textures:
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Ranch Soil Series Texture

A Ietha Sandy loam

B Muck Silty clays

C Snow Clay loam

D Snow Clay loam

E Letha Clay loams and
gravelly fine
sandy loams

F Moulton Ioam to loamy fine
sand

G Reed & Nolan Silty clay loams

The ranch locations are shown on figure 8, Five of the ranches
are located in the general problem area south of the Payette River and
the remaining two, Ranches C and D, are located on problem areas north
of the river. Ranch D is located at the toe of the bench escarpment,
and Ranch C is located at the toe of the escarpment on Bissell Creek,

The observations, field work, and conclusions are given individually
and alphabetically for the various ranches,

Ranch nAN,

Ranch "A" is located east of the artesian aquifer water mound or
dam, It 1s in the area where the ground water from the upper valley
backs up against this water dam and slowly water-logs the area.

The ranch has several small cultivated areas, but has been used
primarily for pasture, Figure 9 was taken looking north from a central
point on the ranch and shows the native vegetation and slight undulating
topography. The ranch had several low wet areas prior to drainage and
leveling,

Figure 10 shows the open drain from the northeast corner of the
farm looking west, The drain is approximately six feet deep, This
drain extends around three sides of the ranch (See figure 11). It goes
up the west side, along the north side and nearly across the east end
of the farm, Figure 10 shows approximately 18 to 20 inches of soil ‘
mantle over a coarse sand and gravel strata., The spoil bank was segre-
gated at the time of construction, The coarse gravel was piled adjacent
to the drain and the soil mantle was deposited in the field. The soil
mantle was utilized in leveling the ranch and the coarse gravel was
smoothed out and used as a berm along the drain.

A soil and alkali map for the ranch is shown in figure 1l. The
soils are primarily Letha with eight bars or islands of Emerson. (See
figure 11) The soil mantle is primarily a sandy loam with mantles of
loam on some of the Emerson soil areas, It is roughly L to 5 feet
from the surface to gravel and cobble in the Ietha soils and 20 to LO
inches in the Emerson soils. At several places the Emerson gravel bars
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DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS
RANCH "A"

Emmett Valley
Gem County, Idaho

Figure 9. Looking north fromcenter of farm. Soils belong to the Letha and
Emerson series and are primarily fine sandy loams.

Figure 10. Looking west along open drain, from the north east corner of the

farm. Drainable strota of sand and gravel is visible below a two foot
soil cap.
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FIGURE 11}
RANCH %A
EMMETT VALLEY
GEM COUNTY, IDAHO
( 8 inches to the mile)
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extended to within several inches of the surface, The soils lend
themselves very favorably to open or tile drainage as the coarse
gravel and cobble makes an excellent aguifer,

The soils range from alkali free to moderately alkali, There
are three alkali free areas on the ranch, These areas are farmed and
produce fairly good crops, About 60 percent of the ranch is slightly
alkali and the remainder is moderately alkali, A few spots in the
moderately alkali area indicated a very high pH (9.6¢) with Thymol Blue.
This high pH suggests that some spots in the moderately alkali area may
be strongly alkali,.

The ranch is being leveled from virgin soil and will be cropped
during 1953. No irrigation information is available on the ranch this
year, Irrigation observations will be made during the 1953 irrigation
season,

Some spots on the ranch indicated a very high ground water table
prier to drainage. There were several springs or seeps on the ranch
that dried up following drainage; however, some small areas remained
wet during the 1952 irrigation season. These low wet areas may be ime
proved considerably following leveling.

Twelve pilezometers were installed on the ranch in an east-west and
a northesouth line, (See figure 11) The ground surface and ground
water profiles are shown in figure 12,

The east-west piezometer line indicates that ground water is moving
inte the farm from areas to the east, Water is probably also seeping
from the canal on the east side of the ranch as the water table came up
three feet at a distance of 100 feet from the drain during the high
ground water period, The interception drain along the east side of the
ranch is a foot shallower than the adjacent irrigation canal and
probably allows a large quantity of ground water to enter the farm,

The northesouth piezometer line indicates that the ground water
comes to within two feet of the surface on the south side during the
irrigation season. The ground water moves slowly towards the south
during the low ground water period and towards the center of the ranch
from both the north and south sides during the high groeund water period.
The elevated head ditch along the south side of the ranch is evidently
contributing considerable water to the ground water problem guring the
irrigation season,

The areas cropped during the 1952 season indicates a slight to fair
crop increase due to the drainage,

Conclusions on Ranch tAM,

l. The present drainage system will not completely reclaim the
entire ranch, o

2. A& tile drain or an open drain will be required in the southern
portion of the ranch. A shallow east-west drain exists at about the
300 foot south piezometer (see the north-south piezometer line, figure 12)
This existing shallow drain could be deepened and extended to drain the
southern portion of the ranch,
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3. The east interception drain is too shallow and should be
deepened, It is a foot shallower than the irrigation canal just east
Of the drainc

. Better drainage system would have been obtained with a drain
along the east-west piezometer line with a foot and a half deeper "T#
interceptor drain paralleling the canal on the east,

5. The ranch should be border irrigated to keep as much of the
land as possible under water during irrigations. This helps prevent
alkali moving to the surface along furrow ridges.

6. Xll drains should be kept clean and open to pick up a maximum i
quantity of ground water, i

Ranch n"gn,

Ranch "B" is located at the southern edge of the valley, (see figureB .
for locatiom) The problem area was severely water-logged prior to drainage
Three bog holes existed in the area and were so soft and fluid that a :
post or timber could be pushed down seven or eight feet with ease. The
water-logged area has been used as pasture,

Figure 13 was taken looking northwest from a point midway along
the new drain. Small rose bushes are shown in the picture, The black
spoil band at the right is the muck spoil bank from the new drain,

Figure 1h is looking north along the partially constructed drain,
The view shows the sloughing and caving characteristics of the muck
soils, The shallow portion of the drain was constructed in 1951, A
yvear was allowed for the drain to stabilize prior to completion. During
1952 the drain was deepened and cleaned out, Another stabilization
period will be required before the drain can be completed.

The new open drain cuts through Cannon and Nolan clays prior to
the entering the water-logged Muck soils, The soils and alkali maps
are shown in Figure 15, The Nolan and Cannon soils are underlain with
sand and gravel within the drain depth and are readily drainable., The
Muck soils vary in depth. In some locations along the drain the Muck
was underlain with sand within the drain depth and in other sections
the muck was very deep and boiled into the drain faster than it could
be bailed out. The muck soils are slowly permeable and have a very
Jow intake rate.

The alkali concentration on the ranch varies from alkali free to
moderately alkali. The acutely water-logged Muck soils are surprisingly
alkali free, (see figure 15) This phenomenon is attributed to the de~
caying peat giving off an acid that tends to counteract the alkali cone
dition, The entire Muck soil series is alkali free and shows up as an
alkali free island on the Alkali Survey Map of the valley. (See
figure L = T 6 N R 2 W Sec, 23)
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DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS
RANCH "B"

Emmett Valley
Gem County, ldaho

Figure 13. Looking north west from center of new drain. The soils belong to
to the Muck series. Wild rose bushes in foreground.

Figure 14. Looking north along partially constructed drain. Caving
and sloughing tendency of drain bank is shown.
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FIGURE 15
RANCH "Bn
EMMETT VALLEY
GEM COUNTY, IDAHO
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The water-logged area on the ranch is currently being leveled and
has not been irrigated since the study was initiated; consequently no
irrigation information is available,

The general ground water table, prior to drainage, was very high,
Springs occurred in several areas and the water table averaged a few
inches from the surface under most of the Muck soils, Two flowing
artesian wells exist in the general area. One four-inch artesian well
is located in the center of the newly constructed drain, The well casing
was cut off at drain bottom level and works very effectively as a
vertical drain in the artesian aquifer,

Fourteen piczometers were installed in the ranch to obtain the
open drains effect upon the high water table in the Muck soils, Twelve
plezometers were installed in an eastw-west line, two plezometers in a
north=south line off the stub end of the drain, The piezometer line
locations are shown on figure 15, The ground surface and ground water
profiles are shown in figure 16. The easte~west piezometer line indi-
cates that the open drain is only partially effective in the Muck soils,
The east line indicates a greater effective distance than the west
section, The water table stood within a foot of the surface at a point
200 feet west of the drain during the high ground water table. The
ground water table was within two feet from the ground surface at a
point 300 feet west of the drain during the low ground water period.

The north piezometer line at the stub end of the drain, (see figure 16),
indicates very slight effect beyond one or two hundred feet from the
drain.

Conclusions on Ranch "BM

, 1. The present drainage system will not completely reclaim the
water-logged area on the ranch.

2. Tile drains would be unfeasible in the Muck soils due to caving,
sloughing and heaving tendencies of the soil, It would be practically
impossible to install tile drains, also, there is very little chance of
keeping them intact following installation,

3. The installation of open drains in the Muck soils at the present
time is too costly for the benefits derived., It cost $162L.00 to dig
1186 feet of drain on Ranch "B", More than half of the 1186 feet of
drain was in the Nolan and Cannon soils and would run about 50 cents a
foot to digs consequently, the cost of digging the six to seven and one=-
half foot drain in the Muck soils cost approximately $2.50 a foot, This
is too high a cost for the effective area drained,

i, Pumping from wells in the artesian aquifer would be the most
economical metiwd of draining the Muck soils.

5. The Muck soils will be very difficult to maintain level enough
to surface irrigate., The soils heave out of level and may require a
level touch-up nearly avery year.

6. Sprinkler irrigation may be feasible on the Muck soils for some
high priced crops. Sprinkler costs coupled with drainage costs will be

very high,
ce [0 e
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7. The maintenance cost on the drain will be very high in com-
parison with the more stable soils. Cleaning to remove the sloughing
and heaving muck soil may be required yearly for several years,

8, If additional open dréinage work is done on the Muck solls,
it should be done with a light dragline and jarring kept at a minimum,

RANCH "C¥

Ranch "C% is located in one of the perennial stream channels
cutting across the Bench north of the Payette River. This drainage
problem is due to a soil change coupled with a break in grade, The
water-logged area is located between the bench escarpment and the creek,

The water-logged area is used as pasture during the low ground water
period.

Figure 17 shows a view north along the proposed route of the tile
or open drain. The proposed drain would be located at the break in
grade and follow the contour of the escarpment toe, The seepage line
can be seen eight or ten feet above the basin floor on the toe of the
escarpment.

Figure 18 shows a view looking north over the bog area. The bog
supports a luxuriant growth of water-loving plants, During the summer
months, the seepage water accumulates and stands two or three inches
deep on the surface. Muskrats live in the bog and apparently thrive
very well,

The soils and alkali maps and a cross section of the bog area are
shown in figure 19. The soils in the bog.iarea belong to the Snow series
and are primarily clay loam. This slowly permeable clay loam strata
overlies a sandy loam strata. (See figure 19 cross section at "A"M)

The sandy loam soils extend upstream from the problem area a distance
of a mile or more. The soil change from a sandy loam to a clay loam
gives a good key to the cause of water-~logging.

An alkali map of the problem area is given in figure 19. The soils
ave alkali free and will respond very rapidly following drainage. No
soil amondments will be required as with the alkali soils,

The bog area is waste land consequen®ly no irrigation or cropping
information is available.

The general ground water table is very high during the summer
months. Water stands several inches deep on the surface and the soil
gets fairly soft and fluid. This condition is generally due to the
quicksand condition caused by water moving to the surface from deeper
strata.
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DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS
RANCH "c"

Emmett Valley
Gem County, Idaho

Figure 17. Looking north along proposed route of interceptor drain. The soils
belong to the Snow series and are primarily clay loam.

Figure 18. Looking north west over the bog section. During the summer

months seepage water accumulates and stands 2 or 3 inches deep on the
surface.

ABR-BCAMBNTLANG, ORE. FCE. 1983
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Ten piezometers were installed in the bog area in . ) east-west
and north eastesouthwest lines. (See figure 19) The ground surface
and ground water profiles are given in figure 20, The east-west
piezometer line indicates a hydrostatic pressure in the sandy loanm
s0il below the clay loam cap, This pressure stands one foot sbove
the ground surface at the escarpment toe and drops down to ground
level at a point 300 feet east of the escarpment. The east-west
piezometer line indicates the ground water moves towards the west
during the low ground water period and towards the east during the
high part of the cycle., The north-ecast south-west piezometer line
indicates that considerable ground water is moving down from up-
stream as well as at right angles off the bench, The hydrostatic
pressure drops nearly four feet during the low ground water cycle,

Conclusions on Ranch nQ",

1. The water-logging is due to a soil change in conjunction with
a break in slope,

2. Seepage water is moving into the area from the bench lands
and down the creek bottom. The Bench seepage water is probably due
to over-irrigation, canal and ditch losses. The water moving down the
creek bottom is possibly due to creek seepage losses in the sandy
loam soils. ,

3. A tile or open drainage system will reclaim the bog area,
The drain should follow the escarpment toe and then east-west along
the north edge of the bog. An interception drain in this location would
cut off seepage water from the bench and that moving down stream in the
sandy loam soil,

L. The bog area will respond very rapidly fellowing drainage. No
gypsum or soil amendments will be required for reclamation,

Ranch upn

Ranch "D" is located on a narrow stretch of land between the toe
of the bench escarpment and the Payette River. (See figure 8 for
location.) Water-logging on Ranch "D" is possibly coming from twe
Sources: The primary source is probably from the bench area and the
secondary source from the Payette River adjacent lands and the artesian
aquifer, An open interceptor drain was installed during 1952 along
the toe of the bench escarpment. This drain has worked very we

Figure 21 shows the flat level terrace and the Bench escarpment
in the background. The ranch has several slightly low areas that form
bogs or mud holes Bollowing rains or irrigations, This condition is
primarily due to the very low intake rate. of the soils and the topog~

raphy,

Figure 22 shows the open interception drain along the toe of the
Bench escarpment. The drain is in a clay loam soil and cuts into a
more permeable substrata in sections along the drain, Watercress and
moss raise the water level in the drain 13 to 23 feet during the late
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DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS
RANCH "D"

Emmett Valley
Gem County, Idaho

Figure 2I. Looking north towards the Emmett Bench escarpment.. The soils
v belong to the Snow series and are primarily loam and clay loam.

Figure 22. Looking west along the interception drain. The drain 1s
located at the break in grade and soil change to intercept seepage water
from the bench.

ABR-8CE:PORTLAND, ORE. FER. 1953




summer and fall when the water table problem is most acute, This
watercress condition reduces the effective depth of the drain at the
time it is needed the most,

A soil and alkali map for the ranch are shown in figure 23. The
soils are primarily of the Snow and Moulton series. The textures
range from clays to sandy loams in the surface soils and are underlain
by a sand and gravel strata at a depth of 35 to 60 inches, The _
drainage problem is very similar to the Raneh "C" problem in that it
is a soil change condition coupled with a break in grade, This heavy
soil cap was transported down the small gullies or valleys by perennial
streams and flash floods and deposited at the mouth of the gulley,
This condition is shown on figure 3 at Township 7 North, Range 2 West
Section 31,

The soils range from alkali free to strongly alkalia. The area
being studied to determine the effect of drainage upstream from a soil
change is alkali free, The area shown as slightly alkali shows up in
the crop growth and the area shown as strongly alkali is generally dee
void of crop plants,

The irrigation efficiency was relatively low during 1952. Howe
ever, this low irrigation efficiency was probably due to the poor level
condition of the field. The field is to be leveled during 1953 and
should alleviate this condition,

The general ground water condition prior to drainage was comparable
tc Ranch "C", The area was very wet and swampy according to farmers
living in the area. The area responded very rapidly after the drain
was dug,

Six piezometers were installed at 100 foot intervals in a line at
right angles to the drain to determine the draints range of influence,
(See figure 23 for piezometer location line) The ground surface and
ground water profiles are shown in figure 2.

The northe=east, south-west piezometer line indicates that Seepage
water from the bench has been effectively cut off., The drain affects
the water table in the field for a distance of about 100 feet, This
is a rather short distance, however, the soils are very slowly per-
meable and a 100 foot influence is about all that can be expected.

The ground water table is approximately two feet lower during the low

part of the cycle. Very little ground water is moving under the farm

either toward or away from the drain, The chief function of the drain
appears to be }ntercepting seepage water from the bench,

The crop responses have been very good following drainage. The
field was used as pasture prior to drainage and has since dried up
enough to be cropped. During the 1951 se ason L ton of corn per acre
were harvested and during the 1952 season 2820 pounds of oats and grain
per acre were harvested,
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Conclusions on Ranch "Dv

1l. The drain should be cleaned and graded to its outlet, This
will give a maximum depth drain at the farm,

2. Controlled wasteways should be constructed at the points
where waste water from the Bench is being dumped into the drain, This
will help prevent plugging of the drain by silt, sand, and gravel
from the Bench escarpment.

3. Weed and moss eradicators should be used in the drain to con=
trol the watercress and moss. This will contribute 1% to 2 feet to
the effective depth of the drain,

L. Increased irrigation efficiency should be attained. & high
irrigation efficiency would help the overall drainage problem,

5. The feasibility of another open or tile drain in the more
permeable Moulton soils should be investigated,

Ranch "EN .

Ranch "E" is located in the Ietha soil series, This series makes
up the bulk of the water-logged and alkali soils in the Emmett Valley,
(See figure 8 for location), The field investigated has an acutely
high water table and the soils are slightly to strongly alkali.

Figure 25 depicts the gently undulating surface characteristics
typical of the Letha soils. The soils on the left of figure 25 are
slightly alkali and those on the right are moderately alkali., The
area supports a good growth of water loving plants and grasses,

Figure 26 shows the wide shallow canal located on the north edge
of the field, The canal has a coarse gravel bottom and evidentally
loses considerable water to the surrounding ground water table.

A soils and alkali map and a cross section soil profile are shown
in figure 27, The soils belong to the Ietha series and range from ‘
clay loam to gravelly fine sandy loam, The loamy sand and gravelly
fine sandy loam are adjacent to and under the canal. This condition
contributes to the water=logging problem, A cross section along the
piezometer line at section A, is shown at the bottom of figure 27,
The field has a soil change condition where the more permeable strata
is pinched off., This is effected by the clay loam strata getting
deeper or thicker,

The soils range from slightly to strongly alkali, There is one
strongly alkali spot in the field; however, some of the area indicated
as moderately alkali is very close to being strongly alkali. The
field averages about 50 percent sllghtly alkali and 50 percent moder-
ately to strongly alkali,

The very low irrigation efficiency on the field is primarily due
to the poor topographic condition of the field which needs leveling.
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DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS
RANCH "E"

Emmett valley
Gem County, Idaho

Figure 25, Looking north east along proposed route of tile drain.
The area is slightly to strongly alkalin.

Figure 26. Looking east along shallow ditch at the north side of

the farm. The ditch 1s | I/2 feet deep and approximately 12 feet
wide.

ABH-GCE-PONTLANG, ORE. FER. 1953
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The general ground water table is very high during the irriga-
tion season. It is high enough to cause seepage water to stand in
the low swales in the field following heavy irrigations. Water will
flow from an open auger hole in the low swales following these heavy
irrigations,

Seven piezometers and four wells were installed on the field in
a north=south line. (See figure 27) The ground surface and four
ground water profiles are shown in figure 28, The north-south pieg=
ometer and well line gives the following indications for the four
dates shown in figure 28. The observations en April 1, 1952 were
made when the canal was dry and the ground water table had a chance to
level off or to partially drain out through natural and installed
drainage., The profile indicates that there is a slight natural
drainage towards the south and away from the river, The uneven profile
line is probably due to an east=west ground water movement through
soils at varying rates.

The observations on September 3, 1952 were made when the canal was
half full and the field had just been heavily irrigated. The profile
indicates that considerable water is going into the ground water table
when the gravelly fine sandy loam and sandy loam soils are irrigated,
(See the soils map on figure 27 for the gravelly soil locations) Free
artesian pressures were indicated at two of the observation stations,
The water table also drops off very rapidly towards the south which
indicates ground water is entering the farm from the north side,

The observations on September 10, 1952 were made when the canal
was full and irrigation had just started, The profile indicates that
considerable water is being lost from the wide shallow canal to the
ground water table, Natural drainage at this time is also towards
the south.

The observations on December 17, 1952 were made when the canal was
practically dry and had only a few pools of standing water. The field
was not being irrigated at the time of observations, The profile ine
dicates that considerable ground water is moving into the field from
the adjacent fields to the south, The natural drainage at this ob-
servation was towards the sloughs and river on the north,

The pasture response on the field is fairly poor, Some of the
strongly alkali area production is very poor and another section on
the extreme west corner is swampy and produces very little feed.

Conclusions on Ranch "gEW

1. Over-irrigation is contributing very heavily to the water~
logged condition of the field, The irrigation efficiency should be
increased on the field = especially on the gravelly fine sandy loam
and sandy loam,

2, The wide shallow irrigation canal is contributing considerable
water to the ground water table through seepage losses, The canal
should be narrowed and lined through the gravel sections to prevent
seepage losses,

3. A& tile drain should be installed in the low tyn shaped swale
on the farm, This "Y" shaped drain would effectively drain the field.
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FIGURE 28

RANCH "E"
GROUND~WATER PROFILE
AT CROSS SECTION A

8elde52 it Canal Dry. , -
9352 imemeens s (IPTigating) Canal half full,

9-10-52 .. _.._.._..._...(Start of irrigation) Canal full.
12=17=52

Canal had few pools of standing water.
Ground surface,
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The drain should be about 5% feet deep for best results,

L. Any leveling on the field should be done only after a good
soil survey has been made, The soil mantle is very shallow in some
areas and a six inch cut may expose a gravel har.

Ranch wpn

Rench "F" is located in the artesian aquifer area with its north
boundary bordering on the Payette River. (See figure 8 for location)
The north one=third of the ranch produces fairly good crops, The
other two=thirds of the ranch is used as pasture.

Figure 29 shows the ranch from a central location - looking northe
west, The ranch is cut by numerous east-west sloughs that will eventu=-
ally be cleaned and deepened and used for drains or they will be drained
and filled in, The section shown in figure 29 is slightly to moderately
alkali., ' :

Figure 30 shows a dragline at work in one of the east-west sloughs
which contain stagnant water. The slough is being cleaned and deepened
and will be used as an interceptor drainage channel, The slough is in
readily drainable soils, The drain spoil bank was segregated as in
Ranch "A" and the soil mantle will be used in leveling the fields and —
filling the sloughs that will not be used as drains.

Soils and alkali maps for the ranch are shown in figure 31. The
soils are primarily of the Moulton and Ietha series with isolated bars
of Emerson, 71 series and Ietha, The soil mantle texture ranges from
loam to gravelly loamy sand with the largest percentage of the ranch
being fine sandy loam and loamy fine sand. The ranch is underlain with
a strata of loose gravel and sand below a depth of 20 to LO inches.

The highly permeable substrata reacts very favorably to drdinage and
a good range of influence is obtained with 5 to 8 foot open drains,

The soils range from alkali free on the north one-third of the
ranch, adjacent to the Payette River, to moderately alkali in the
south-one=half of the ranch, A few spots in the moderately alkali
area border on being strongly alkali,

The ranch has been generally over-irrigated on the bad areas.,
This over-irrigation was primarily due to low areas and poor leveling,
As the ranch is leveled, the irrigation efficiencies should increase.

The ground water table prior to drainage was very high over the
greater portion of the ranch, Dead sloughs and small bogs stood at
the free ground water level., A number of these sloughs have dried
up since the open interceptor drain was installed, (See figure 31
for drain location)

Fourteen piezometers were installed on the ranch in north-south
and east-west lines. (See figure 31 for loeation of these piezometer
lines) The ground surface and the ground water profiles are shown in
figure 32,



DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS
RANCH "F"

Emmett Valley
Gem County, Idaho

Figure 2S. Looking north west from center of farm. Sloughs are to be
cleaned , deepened and used for drainage channels.

Figure 30. Looking west from south center of farm. Slough is being
cleaned and deepened and will be used as an interceptor drain.

ABR-BCU-ROATLAND, ORE. FEB. 1353




IR - & o & LoF - ASFVM-PUNOILY) -

ARESHTHARS AL I AR S WA PABRTRET O 1T Ay

uteaqg uedp

pueg Aweo ATToABIy ~ ¢ =~ = S9TJI3g T/
- = TT®TY AT183BIODON pusg surg fweor - ¢ -~ = = TOSISWY
=7 " "~ - TTEATY AT4U8ITs weoT fpusg PUTF ~ 2 -~ = - EUReT
- e e e - 89T B i1g=Te) — "!.ﬂOP
I g TTeTY T T TnoR
. SIN3xoy, §81d49g 1109

k.

St B Bh bt 0 it d DT 6 DA Rk 2D L it § G b & K B et B 8wk

P e e L L T TPy

(eTTWw syq 03 seyouy 8)

OHVAI ‘XINNOD WD
dey TTENTY XTTIVA LITWNE dey sT10g
uda HONVY

T¢ TYOOIA

Veds ULFAMLMLNL VP AURIVULIURE, SULL UUNSERVALTLUN SKERVICE, RESEARCH

« 58 »




OHQ.WP.@.H@PGB ﬂm.wm
jUsWLINEBE JO 898

IO AL

ipairiibishl T

.......................................................... 00T
OO% ........ OOH

{ ¥

3 . y
Fa
1333
TN
[
¢
s
’
¢
;
¢
¢
¢

00T

0
s,
3\5:
Q2 .
T ONE XCT XTX DXKA LR OGO TG

ot

0881 0812 ogve

TITH08d SELVMINNOE
wda HONYYH

2¢ TUNOIL

=05 -




The north-south piezometer line indicates that the ground water
table during the high ground water period is due to seepage from
sloughs and over-irrigation., The slough shown on the north-south
line between stations 680 and 980 is recharged by irrigation waste
water. If this slough was cleaned out and deepened, it would lower
the ground water table in the center of the farm, During August 1952,
the water teble stood within a six inches of the surface at station 980
on the northesouth line, During the low ground water period, .
© . ¢ the water table at this point dropped 3 feet,

The east-west piezometer line indicated better overall drainage
on the north portion of the ranch. This area prior to drainage had a
high water table under most of it., The major ground water source wag
cut off by the interceptor drain, The ground water table dropped
about 13 feet during the low ground water period.

Approximately one=-third of the ranch was cropped during 1952,
The crop production figures indicated a fairly good increase on the
north third of the ranch., The first wild hay ¢ rop was cut from the
slightly alkali area, (See the alkali mep on figure 31 for location)
However, the general use of the southern two-thirds of the ranch during
1952 was for pasture.

Conclusions on Ranch npt

1. The standing stegnant sloughs should be drained,

2. Waste ditches should be constructed to get the surface waste
water off the farm as soon as possible,

3. The east=west slough between stations 680 and 980 on the
north-south piezometer line should be cleaned, deepened and used as a
drain, A tile drain would be very desirable as it would not take up
farm land and hinder farming operations. ’

lie The drain on the east side of the ranch should be extended %o
the south boundary and the shallow open drain running along the south
boundary should be connected to it,

5. & very high irrigation efficiency should be attained on the
ranch, This would reduce the amount of water percolating to the ground
water table,

6. Gypsum or other soil amendments will be required to reclaim the
southern portion of the farm,

Ranch ngn

Ranch G is located in the artesian aquifer area at the western end
of the Payette Valley. (See figure 8 for location) The soils are
slowly to moderately permeable, The surface is slightly undulating
and about half of the ranch is covered with a native vegetation,

Figure 33 shows a section of the ranch looking west from the
north=-south county road which divides the ranch. The area on the
left of the picture is being used as hay and pasture land., During
the 1952 season it produced 2760 pounds of alfalfa per acre., The
erea. shown on the right of the picture is slightly to moderately
alkali,
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DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS
RANCH "6"

Emmett Valley
Gem County, Idaho

Figure 33. Looking west along proposed drain route from the north
south road disecting the farm. Land on right side of the fence s
strongly alkalin.

Figure 34 . Looking north along section of drain that was installed
during 1952. This section of drain 1s in slowly permeable soil.
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The slough in figure 33 will be eventually cleaned out, deepened
and used as a drain to help reclaim the land shown, and to drain a
standing swamp at the extreme east end of +the ranch,

Figure 3l shows a section of the drain that was constructed during
1951, The section shown is in Reed silty clay loam soil,

_ Soils and alkali maps for the ranch are shown in figure 35, The
solls are primarily Reed, Nolan, Letha and 91 series. The textures
range from silty clays to loamy sands. The Reed soils are generally
heavy to a depth of 15 feet or more before the gravel strata is en=
countered. Internal drainage is slow or very slow and makes drainage
rather costly, The Nolan soils are slowly permeable; however, they
are underlain with loose gravel or micaceous sand at a depth of four
to six feet, The Letha soils gre lighter surface texture and have a
drainable gravel strata at depths of 2 to 5 feet. The drain location
with respect to the soils and alkali is shown in figure 35. ‘

The soils range from slightly to strongly alkali, The Reed soils
that are moderately to strongly alkali are going to be very difficult
and costly to reclaim,

Ground water observations were not made during 1952 due to a
personnel shortage, However, it is anticipated that a ground water
study will be made on the Reed soils during 1953,

The alfalfa adjacent to the drain showed a slight increase the
first year following drainage, The area cropped produced 166Q lbs.
of alfalfa per acre prior to drainage and 2160 pounds the first year
following drainage,

Conclusions on Ranch "gn

1o Reclamation of the moderately to strongly alkali Reed soils

will be very difficult and costly,

2, Gypsum or other soil amendments will be necessary to reclaim
the moderately to strongly alkali Ietha soils,

3s The drain completed during 1951 should not be extended to the
bog area at the east end of the ranch before arrangements are made to
apply gypsum or some other soil amendment to the moderately and
strongly alkali soils,

Summary of the Drainage Investigations to date

A summary of the water table information collected on the seven
ranches investigated is given in table li, The work done to date is
not conclusive due to a lack of irrigation information on one=half of
the soils studies and one-third of the farms studied still to be
drained. Observations on the various ranches will be continued during

.o * the drainage investigation., The ground water elevatione

will be observed with piezometers and wells as the various ranches are
drained, leveled and put into production,
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FIGURE 35

RANCH "G"
EMMETT VALLEY
GEM COUNTY, IDAHO

SOILS MAP

Soil Series Texture

1l =~ Silty Clay

2 « BSilty Clay Loan
3 < Silt Loam
4

5

6

Letha - wm e e we we uf
Reede o = = o o o o BF

Nolan « = = = = o = :
91 Series = v = - w L]

- Loam
~ Fine Sandy Loam
- Loamy Sand

Slightly Alkali = = = @ = w L]

Moderately Alksli = = = =

Strongly Alkali = - = - - « E
wen Drajn '".'lﬂlﬂl'l"-l-'l-l-l"l-l-l'
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The following tentative conclusions have been formed from the
investigations to date.

l. The present drainage system is not adequate to completely
reclaim any of the ranches investigated, Additional tile, open
drains or wells will be required to complete the drainage job.

2, A rather close spacing of tile or open drains will be re=-
quired to lower and maintain the ground water level at a safe depth
of LF feet, Drains 6% feet deep, spaced at 200 foot intervals will
be required to adequately drain the slowly permesble soils and .
artesian areas similar to the muck soils investigated, This spacing
of drains will expand to 7 or 8 hundred feet depending upon the depth
to and the presence of the permeable gravel substrata.

3. A valley wide study of irrigation efficieneies and length of
run for furrows and borders should be initiated, & high irrigation
efficiency will keep the amount of water lost to the ground water
table at a minimum and aid in the overall drainage problem,

Drainage Installation in the Emmett Valley, Idaho from 1927 to 1953

A summary of the open and tile drains installed in the Emmett
Valley since 1927 is shown in table 5, During that period 100 miles or
more of open drains were installed, Since 19LL drainage
systems have been installed on at least 215 farms, There is one tile
drain in the valley and no vertical drainage wells,

Crop Increases Due to Drainage and Reclamation

& summary of the crop production figures on the various ranches
investigated is presented in table 6, Crop production on land used
prior to drainage is also shown., Tt will be noted that the good crop
increases were generally obtained on the alkali free or slightly
alkali lands. Some of these lands were very web and supported bogs
or tule patches, All that was needed on the farms that responded rapidly
was drainage. Very slight crop increases if any were obtained on the
moderately to strongly alkali soils following drainage, 8Soil amend-
ments will be required on these strongly alkali soils before signifie
cant increases in crop production will occur.
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Table 5. Drainage Installations in the Emmett Valley, Idaho from
1927 to 1953, ,

Yoap | P{Zﬁimdﬁal: | Drainage Installation
t Drains - sTile Drains :0pen Draing : Vertical Drains
: tPer Yr, Total :Per Year: Total : Per Year s Total -
Number Miles Miles Miles iles Nunber — Number
1927-28 19,96 19,96
- - 10,66 30,62
35 =36 | 3.L5 3L.07
38 «Lo 2,16 36.5L
Lk 8 L.06 Lo.60
L5 6 2,01 L2,61
L6 2L 8.2L 50.85
L7 sk 17.02 67,87
L8 39 0,15 0,15 917 77.0L
L 27 10.65 87,69
50 Lo 6472 9l liL
51 12 L.60 99,01
52 L 0,99 100,00
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Alkali Reclamation Investigations

&n investigation to determine the effect of various leaching waters
and various amounts of soil amendments on the alkali soils in the
Emmett Valley was initiated during the past year. Three types of leachw
ing water was used during the investigation. These types available for
large scale use were river water, drainage water and artesian watep,
Various applications at the rate of § and 10 tons of gypsum per acre
were used for the soil amendments, Checks were made on Soils having no
s0il amendments added.

Twelve inch long sections of steel well casing were used to form
the cheeck plots, These sections of well casings were driven seven inches
into the soil, This left five inches of ring above ground to act as a
leaching pond well, The various types of leaching water and amounts of
soil amendments were applied to the soil inside these rings.

Bighty=one rings were installed on three of the most typical alkali:
problem areas., Twentyeseven rings were installed in a slowly permeable
strongly alkal! soil, Two other sets of 27 rings each were installed
in moderately permeable and alkali soils, Rings with a welded, leak
proof, bottom were installed at each set of ring locations, These rings
were used as evaporation pans and rain gages,

The following observations and records were obtained on the ring
studiess

1, Inches of water applied

2. Water and soil temperature at a depth of approximately one inch
below the soil surface in the rings,

3. Barometric pressure at the time of measurements

. Evaporation during the measurements and an aggregate or total
evaporation during the period of leaching

5. Intake rates

6. pH r?adings of the soil surface and leaching water during each
run:{2)

1o  Aggregation of the soil in the rings following leaching periods,

8, So0il structure during the investigation

9 8o0il workability during the investigation

10, Visible gypsum between leaching pepiods,

1ll. Pentrometer or Proctor needle readings between leaching periods

Chemical analysis of the river, drain and artesian waters used in the
investigation

A chemical analysis of the various reclamation waters used in the
rings is presented in table 7. The analysis was made by Dre. V. C.
Bushnell of the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, A summary and several
computations made from the analysis in table 7 is shown in table 8. The
last colurm in table 8 indicates that 0,6 of a pound of usable gZypsum
is applied to the s0il in one acre foot of river water. 397 pounds of

=68 =



26/2e/v ‘*mg u ‘°NL *I *9¢ *oeg ~ IoqEm ueISegIE uoTnOg
es/ee/v ‘*me ¥ NL I T¢ *oeg - IegEM UTBIp £3107
2s/22/v ‘"Mz M °*NL °I ‘T¢ *oeg = Iojum aeary 9110483

AANA

]

UOTHeWETOSY Jo newoang °g °n oyuy 4q stsiTeuy o

0

1
pooy 00T ge¢e Lo°0 Y0°0 Lv°T LT°0 ¢<L°2 LI*T vv*0 Lé°2 00°0 642°0 144 L6° L, \« ¢
TnJiqnog 00T 6°19 ¥0°2 YI°0 ¥8°¢ £9°0 69°T 00*2 9¥°0 9¢°% 00°0 LO"0 49 oL°L Z 2
pooy 001 TI°6¢ 120 90°0 S¥*°0 9T°0 8v°0 QL°0 €0°0 T6°0 002 ¢2°0 2T 06°L \MH
JUTeey oTd1ssog : punog : /o'W iy 1 eN : PW 3 %5 ¢ Vos © o Soom 7400 ewtdeds : Loy

£x038I0qQRT Tpog 33 * 200 eN: T/75°u *suotqey : T/"o°% ‘suotay ¢ U $D,9¢ 38 ¢ md : erdues

£qTutTeg ¢ :]BnpIsey: . __» (% UoIog: ¢OTXDW @ :
C¢G6T ‘ve Trady

, /T *suoT4esT4sesur UOT3BURTOSY ITEITY
°U} UT DOSN SI94EM UBTSOLIE DUB UTRIP ‘JOATI oU4 Jo STsATeuS TeoTWAY) ¢/, OTqe]



Table 8. Percentages of various anions, cations and available gypsum
in the river, drain and artesian waters used in the Alkali
Reclamation Investigations, Emmett Valley, Idaho

' Total Total $ TBffective

Sample: HCO: CL ¢ soh: Ca ¢ Na & Ca SO),2, Ca soh: Ca excesst gypsum in one

“ No. ¢ : H : 3 : $ s+ over Na 3 ac, foob of water

= o/o  of/o ofo ofo o/o P.P.M, Ib/Ac.ft. P.P.M, Ib/Ac. Fb. g
1 53 2 IV 39 33 88 0,06 Q.6

2 6 T 29 27 61 10L 27h - 13 -=397

'3 6 10 26 6 33 18 500 25 233
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gypsum will be required to counteract the effegt of an agre foot of
drain water. However, with the application of one acre foot of
artesian water, 233 pounds of usable gypsum is applied to the soil,
This is a very significant difference and shows up in the field work
presented later in the report.

The chemical analysis data from table 7 is shown in figure 36
on a Geochemical chart. The plotted percentages of anions and cations
are merged together and give the sample locations on the chart. The
Shaded portion of the diagram designates good irrigation water and
the area outside the smaller shaded diamond is generally classified
as irrigation sewage and unfit for use as irrigation water, The ar=
tesian water rates the highest on the chart, the river water is second
and the drain water rates as unsatisfactory, The Payette River water
plots fairly close to the borderline between good and poor irrigation
water.

Electrical conductance fluctuations of the various leaching waters
during the investigation.

Water samples were run on a conductance bridge for the various
river, drain and artesian waters, This was done to determine the
fluctuation or trends in the saline conecentration during the investie
gation, The electrical conductance at various times during the in-
vestigation is presented in table 9,

The eleetrical conductance for the artesian water remained fairly
constanty however, the river and drain water had considerable fluctus-
tion. The river was high during May and June and tapered to a low
during September. The drain water was high during gpril and low during
September, This low period during September was due to surface waste
water diluting the drain water,

Table 9. Electrical conductance (k x 105 at 25°c) of the various
leaching waters applied during the 1952 alkali reclaw
mation investigations.

L/18  L/e3  L/el 8/ 6/11 6/17  6/19 9/8  9/9
River 15 1 12 19 26 10 13 5 7

Drain 61 67 6l 36 sk 3L 31 22 23
Art, 37 L3 Ly L3 L9 56 53 L6 L1

The artesian water was lower during the winter months and higher
during the summer., The drain water fluctuation should have a noticeable
effect upon the results of the rings the drain water is used in,
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Ranch "T® Alkali Reclamation Investigation

Ranch "I® is located in the eastern end of the Emmett Valley on
one of the old undulating terraces adjacent to the Payette river,
(See figure 8 for ranch location) The soils are strongly alkali and
silty clay to a depth of 10 to 20 feet. The soils respond very slowly
to tile or open drains and require considerable gypsum or other soil
amendments to effect a complete reclamation, Reclamation on this
ranch has been very costly and has proven very unsatisfactory to date,

Infiltrometer ring layout: The infiltrometer ring layout and a
general view of the farm are shown in figure 37, The rings were ine
stalled about 50 feet from a six foot open drain, This drain maintains
a sufficlently low water table under the rings to permit reclamation
with soil amendments, The rings were also located in an area that was
completely devoid of any pasture or native weeds. When water is
applied to this barren spot a black crayon color or scum forms on the
surface or evaporation edges of the wet area, The ranch is used as a
part time pasture during the year. The pasture is very spotty and
varies from absolutely barren areas to some small areas that have very
poor pasture growth,

The infiltrometer ring layout, the rings using river, drain, and
artesian water, and the amount of gypsum applied to each ring is showm
in figure 38, River water was applied im the upper left nine rings,
drain water in the upper right nine rings,and artesian water was
applied in the lower center nine rings. The toms of gypsum per acre
that were applied to each ring are shown by the number immediately
above each ring, This layout of 27 rings gave three replicates of
each treatment, The rings were not all the same size and were ine
stalled so that there was an equal number of large, intermediate, and
small rings for each treatment and set of replicates, The gvaporation
ring shown on figure 38 consisted of a 12 inch long section of 12 inch
diameter well casing with a plate welded in the bottom, The ring was
used as a conbination evaporation pan and rain gage,

Ranch "I' goils at the plot location: The general valley soil
swrvey shows the Reed soils are very slowly permeable to a depth of -
fifteen feet or more. A ten foot soil survey at the plot location is
presented on a Soil Profile Chart, figure 39, The soils were found +o
be silty clay loam and clay to a depth of 10 feet, Two thin hard
crurbly fractured clay strata were found ab 3.6 and 8,2 feet. A
fairly large quantity of ground water was being carried in the fractured
clay strata, The water table was measured at 3.6 feet which indica-
ted the strata was not under pressure at this location in the field,

& pH reading with a color indicator(Thymol Blue) was made at each
six inch interval and soil change for the 10 foot soil log. The pH
was found to be very high at the surface, but was below &5 at a depth
of three feet. The pH was very low for the remainder of the 10 feet.
The pH also indicates that the alkali is concentrated in the upper one
to two feet of soil,
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ALKALI RECLAMATION INVESTIGATIONS
RANCH "1"

Emmett Valley
. Gem County, Idaho

" alkali reclamation plot. The

Figure 37. Looking north over the Ranch"l
soils are silty clay to 10 feet and strongly alkalin in the top two feet.
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Figure 3 8. Infiltration Ring layout on the Ranch "I"
plot. Numbers refer to the tons of gypsum applied per
acre.
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4 sample "Ring Infiltration Test" sheet for ring number 1l is shown
in figure LO. The pH was run on the soil prior to leaching, on the
water in the ring during the leaching, and on the soils during the
drying period, The gallons of water applied, the inches of rain, and
other pertinent data is recorded under the rvemarks colum,

Soil aggregates formed in the infiltration rings during dryings
During the drying between leaching periods, it was observed that The
soils in the various rings cracked into aggregates or clods, It was
also observed that the number of aggregates correlated very closely
~to the type of water used in the rings and the amount of soil amend-
ment added to each ring, The aggregates formed following the first
leaching period are presented in figure 41, The top set of pictures
were obtained from the rings having no soil amendments added and the
bottom set were obtained from the rings having a gypsum application of
10 tons per acre, The upper set of rings show an interesting indica=
tion. The ring using river water had no aggregates, the one using drain
water had one large crack through the center, and the ring using
artesian water had four large distinet cracks in it, The rings having
a 10 ton application of gypsum showed comparable results,

A summary of the aggregates following the firs®, second, and
third leaching periods are given in table 10, The aggregate nunmbers
shown are an average of the three replicates for each treatment,

Table 10, Summary of the aggregates in the Ranch "I" infile
tration rings, following the first, second, and third leaching

periods,
Type ¢ Gypsum sFollowing gFollowing :Following
water ¢ applied sthe first sthe second sthe third
used ¢ per :leaching period:leaching period sleaching period
¢ acre :  O=22s57 ¢ (=29=H2 2 10=20=52
Tons Aggregates Aggregates Aggregates
River 0 1 X1 1
5 L 3 1
10 8 7 N
Total I3 T &
Drain 0 1 3 2
5 L i 2
10 9 7 L
Total I I 8
Artesian 0 1 L 3
5 10 3 L
10 6 7 L
Total -I7 =1 I
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The aggregate totals shown in table 1O indicates that the drain
and artesian water have a more pronounced effect upon the structure
of the soil than the river water has. Comparison of the soils having
no soil amendments added indicates that the river water has very little
effect upon the aggregation of the soils, the drain water is second
and the artesian water has the greatest effegt upon aggregation, It
also appears that the gypsum is being used up and the structure tempore
arily created in the soils by the application of gypsum is being lost.
One interesting point obtained from the table is that some structure
is being bullt up by the drain and artesian water withoub the applis
cation of gypsum,

Structure, workability and visible gypsum: A summary of structure,
workability and visible gypsum following the three leaching periods
is presented in table 1ll, The observations were made in the field,
vigually and with respeet to working the soil in the various rings
with a2 3/L inch wood chisel,

Table 11, Summary of structure, workability and visible gypsum
following the three leaching periods on the
Ranch "I" Investigation.

: No gypsum : 5 Tons of s 10 Tons of gypsum
: applied to soil : gypsum per acre per acre
used slst ¢ 2nds 3rd ¢ Ilst ¢+ 2nd ¢£3rd ¢ Ist :2nd ¢ 3rd i
1952 16/11: 7/31 & 10/20 :6/11 :7/31 :10/20 3 6/11 :7/31 : 10/20/52

Structure
River poor poor poor fair fair poor fair fair poor
Drain poor poor peoor fair poor  poor fair good fair

Artesian poor poor poor fair good fair fair good  faix
Workability

River hard hard hard mod, mod, mod, easy ' easy mod,

Drain Mod, hard hard mod, mod, mod,  mod, easy easy

Artesian Mod, Mod, hard easy mod, mod, mod, easy  easy

Visible Gypsum

River - - - mod, +trace none consid, trace trace
Drain - - = mod, trace none consid, mod, trace
Artesian - - - mod, ‘trace trace consid, mod, trace

Analysis of table 11 indicates that some structure is being developed
in the slowly permeable soils with an application of 10 tons of gypsum
per acre. It would appear, however, that the structure degenerated
during the third leaching period. The application of gypsum had a
marked effect upon the workability of the soil., The check plots, with
no gypsum applied remained hard to work after the three leaching periods,
The rings having an application of five tons of gypsum per acre worked
up moderately, The rings having an application of 10 tons of gypsum
per acre worked up easily. It would appear that the soil structure
decreased and the workability increased as the gypsum applied to the
soil was used up. 79
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Proctor ncedle tests: A series of 10 tests were made in each
ring with a Proctor needle, Pentrometer , following the 2nd and 3rd
leaching periods to determine the bearing in pounds per square inch
for the soils under the various treatments, This makes 30 replicates
for each treatment shown, A summary of the pentrometer data is pree
sented in table 12,

Table 12, Summary of the Proctor Needle data following the
second and third leaching periods on the
Ranch "I" investigations,

Proctor Needle
value following

Proctor Needle value
following the 3rd

“ an ep)

9% do so ap
ol &4 ¢¢ a9

Water Gypsum the 2nd leaching leaching period
applied ¢+ applied period 7/31/52 10/20/52
Tons/ac, Ib, sq, in. Lb. 8q. inc,
River 0 3047 2185
5 1911 216l
10 2222 1853
Drain 0 3Lo9 2317
5 1911 2056
10 170L 1881
Artesian 0 3099 2150
5 1911 201}
10 1859 1888
Ground surface : 2051 260l

outside the rings

The three different waters used give very similar results. The
drain water without gypsum gave slightly higher values than the river
or artesian waters, A considerable reduction in bearing load was
recorded between the 0,5 and 10 ton applications of gypsum, The rings
without gypsum showed approximately a 33% reduction in bearing load
between the second and third leaching period,

Intake rates: A summary of the intake rates for the three leache
ing periods are presented in table 13, The intake rates have been
corrected for evaporation and a viscosity correction has been applied
to convert the intake rates to a standard temperature of 60 degrees
Fahrenheit, : '

The final intake rates indicate a slightly higher intake for
both the river and artesian waters on the rings having no gypsum
applied. The final intake rate for the rings using artesian water
and having 10 tons of gypsum applied to the soil was double the rates
for the river or drain water with 10 tons of gypsum.

The intake rates are still very low and will make reclamation
very long and costly, .
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_ pHvalues: A sumary of the pH values frem Awril 22 to October 20,
1952 on the Ranch I alkali reclamation plot is presented in table 1.
The pH values shown in table 1l are an average of three replicates. The
PH values were obtained on the soil surface in the rings during the
drying periods and the pH of the leaching water was obtained during
leaching periods, The pH values were obtained with Thymol Blue (Color
Indicator)

The pH values c¢ompare very favorably with the amount of gypsum
applied to the soil in the rings., The final pH values compare very
closely between the rings using river, drain and artesian water, The
average pH of the soil in the rings having no gypsum applied runs about
9455 in the rings having 5 tons of gypsum added %o the soily, it is about
8.6, and the rings having 10 tons added, the pH is about 8.2, An inter-
esting trend occurred in the series of tests over the period from
April 22 to October 20, The pH in the rings using river and drain water
and having a 10 ton application of gypsum dropped very slowly during the
study, They had a final pH of 8.2 to 8,L, The average pH on the rings
using artesian waters and having 2 10 ton gypsum application dropped
from 9,64 to 8,1 immediately., The pH average increased to about 8.1
during the second leaching peried and then dropped again at the end of
the season,

- A plotting of the pH values during the study are presented on
figure 42, The pH values were fairly well jumbled up during the three
leaching periods, but ended in three definite groups following the third
leaching period, ,

The pH values of the rings having no gypsum applied to the soil"
ended with 9.3 to 9.5, the soils having a 5 ton gypsum application,
ended at 8,5 to 8,6, and the soils having a 10 ton application ended
at 8.1 to 8,3. .

Depth of water applied:; A summary ef the depth of water applied
during the three leaching periods is presented in table 15. The inches
of water shown in table 15 are the differences between the depths applied
and the evaporation during the leaching period. An intake rate figure
cannot be computed directly from the inches of waber applied and the
length of leaching period because of different drying times at the end
of the leaching periods and some of the rings went dry during the
leaching periods,
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FIGURE 42
SUMMARY OF THE pH VALUES ON THE

RANCH "I" INVESTIGATION FROM
AFPRIL 22 TO OCTOBER 20, 1952,
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Table 15, Summary of water applied to the various treatments
in the Ranch "I" alkali reclamation rings,

Water ¢ Ieaching : No gypsum : 5 tons of ¢ 10 tons of
applied : period : applied : gypsum per acre : gypsum per acre
No, - in, water In, Water In, water
River lst 3.6 7.8 - 8.6
2nd 2.7 700 569
3rd Lol N 6.3
T.'bal mw; 21:? 2508
Prain 1st L3 10,k 12.0
2nd 2,2 5.2 907
3rd 546 5.6 8.5
“Tetal 2T 2.2 30,2
Artesian Ist 2.8 9.1 8.4
2nd 1. 5.2 8.6
3rd b7 S.li 7.9

lst leaching period had an average 30 day duration
2nd leaching peried had an average 22 day duration
3rd leaching period had an average 21 day duration

Summary of the Ranch "I alkali reclamation study:

1. The Reed soils are slowly permesble to a depth of 15 feet or
more,

2, The seil profile is strongly alkali . im the top foot, moderately
alkaline in the second and third foot and alkali free below three feet.

3, Ground water is moving laterally in a fractured clay strata at
a depth of 3% feet,

. The drain and artesian water tend to aggregate the soil without
the application of gypsum,

5. The aggregation in the soils having gypsum applied decreased
with each leaching period, This was evidently due to the gypsum being
used up in the soil,

6. The structure and workability of the soil was initially ime -
proved, but was decreasing at the end ef the third leaching period,

Te The application of 5 and 10 toms of gypsum decreased the
bearing load of the soil about 6 and 15 percent, The pentrometer
test is a very good indication of workability and structure in the soil,

8. The artesian water with ten tons of gypsum applied to the soil
gave the highest intake rate, It was about twice the intake rate of the
river and drain water, The intake rate increased with each leaching
period, ‘

9« The pH observations indicate very beneficial results from the
application of gypsum. Five tons of gypsum gives comparable results
with 10-ten applications, This may be very valuable to the farmer in
that the application of gypsum can be put on a pay as you go basis,

This will not alter the total amount of gypsum required, but mey allow
the gypsum to be applied in smaller quantities. The rings using artesian
water generally had lower pH readings,
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10, Nine to thirty inches of water percolated the soil in the
three leaching periods that totaled 63 days of continuous ponding or
leaching.

11, Reclamation of the slowly permeable Reed soil will be very
slow and expensive and may not be feasible at the present time., The
cost of open or tile drains would be very high and the gypsum appli=-
cation required to reclaim the soil may run as high as 30 tons per
acre in some areas to completely reclaim the soil,

12, Qbservations will be continued on the ring tests to observe
any future trend and to determine when the gypsum is used up.

Ranch "H" Greasewood KLlkali Reclamation Investigation

Ranch "H" is located in central part of the Emmett Valley, south of
the Payette River on a nearly level low terrace a few feet above the
river flood plain, The area has a water table that fluctuates between
20 and L5 inches, The surface is very gently undulating and has a ree
lief of 6 to 2l inches between the broad swells of ridges and the narrow
meandering channels of an eld flood plain., (See figure 8 for ranch
location) The soils are moderately to strongly alkali and rapidly pere
meable to a depth of 3,5 feet. A& coarse sand and gravel bar liecs below
3¢5 feets The soils will respond very rapidly to drainage and reclas=
mation,

Infiltrometer ring layout: The infoltrometer ring layout and a
general view of the farm are shown in figure L3, The rings were ine-
stalled on one of the gently undulating ridges.

It was determined that the water teble under the rings would be low
enough to permit experimental reclamation with soil amendments, The
ranch is in a virgin condition and has a native vegetation cover of
greasewood and saltgrass., The ranch is used as pasture during the year,
The area produces some pasture during the spring, however, the over-all
pasture production is very poor,

The infiltrometer ring layout, the rings using river, drain and
artesian water, and the amount of gypsum applied t0 =each ring is shown
in figure LL. River water was applied to the right 9 rings, drain water
to the middle nine rings and artesian water was applied to the left
nine rings, The tons of gypsum per acre applied to each ring is shown
by the number above the rings, This layout of 27 rings gave 3 replicates
of each treatment., The rings were all 12 inches in diameter. The
evaporation ring shown on figure L consisted of a 12 inch long section
of 12 inch diameter well casing with a welded-in bottom, The ring was
used as a eombination evaporation pan and rain gauge.

Ranch "WHY, greasewood, 8oils at the plot location: The general
valley soll survey shows the levha soils is mediwn to very light surface
textured with some heavier subsoils, Gravel strata may underlie these
soils ab depths of 3 to 8 ft. A four foot depth soil swvey at the
plot location is presented on a soil profile chayrt figure L45. The soils
were primarily a loamy fine sand to a depth of 3% feet and gravel below
that, Two thin cememted sand strata were found at depths of 1% and 3
feety The water table during January was below the four foot survey,
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ALKAL| RECLAMATION INVESTIGATIONS
RANCH "H"

Emmett Valley
Gem County, Idaho

GREASEWOOD

Figure 43. Looking west over the Ranch"H"  Greasewood, alkali
reclamation plot. The soils are rapidly permeable to the gravel strata
and moderately alkalin to ¢ depth ot four feet.
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Figure 4 4. Infiltration Ring layout on the Ranch "H", Greasewood, plot. Numbers
refer to the tons of gypsum applied per acre.
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A pH reading with a color indicator (Thymol Blue) was made in the
profile at each six ineh depth or soil ehange, The PH was found to be.
fairly low right at the surface, high at a depth of six inches (9+2) and
generally remained above 8,6 to a depth of 3% feet, The pH indicates
a fairly uniform distribution of alkali in the soil profile,

Structure, workebility and visible gypsums & summary of structure,
workabil1ty and visible gypsum prior %o and Following the two leaching
periods is presented in table 16, The observations were made in the
field, visually and with respect to the difficulty of working wp the
soil in the various rings with a 3/l inch wood chisel,

Table 16. Summary of structure, workability and visible gypsum
prior to and following the two leaching periods on the
Ranch "H* greasewood investigation,

¢ Prior s No gypsum ¢ 5 tons of gypsum: 10 tons oF
Water ¢ +to ¢ applied to soil per acre ! gypSum per agre
used slcachingse lst ¢ 2nd : I1st ¢ 2Z2nd s JIst ¢ 2nd ;
2 6/5/>2 s+ 10/20/52 s B/5/52% 10720752 8/5/52 ¢ 10/20/5?
Structure ,
River pooy poor poor fair pooxr fair fair
Drain poor poor poor mod, mod, fair fair
Artesian poor mod, mode mod, fair fair fair
Workabilitz
River mod, mod, mod, mod, mod, easy easy
Drain mod, mod, mod, mod, mod, easy mod,
Artesian mod, mod, easy mod, easy easy easy
Visible Gypsum
River = - - mod, trace mod, mod,
Drain - P - trace trace mod, mod,
hrigsian o - ® koo trase mod, nod,

Analysis of table 16 indicates that a fair structure is being
developed in the soils with a 1O~ton spplication of gypsum. The table
also indicates that the artesian water without any gypsum spplied is
developing some structure in the soil, The applicatien of gypsum has a
good effect upon the worksbility of the soil, The artesian water alone,
without any gypsum, had a good effect upon the werkability of the soil,
There was still eonsiderable gypsum visible following the two short
leaching periods,

Proctor needle tests: A series of 10 tests were made in each ring
with a Proctor Needle(Pentrometer) following the two leaching periods to
determine the bearing in pounds per square inch for the soils under the
various treatments., This makes 30 replicates for each treatment shown,
A summary of the pentrometer data is presented in table 17.
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Table 17, Summary of the Proctor Needle data following the first
and second leaching periods on the Ranch "H' Greasewood

investigations,
¢ Gypsum : Proctor Needle ¢ Proctor Needle
¢ applied ¢ values following s values following
: + ‘the lst leaching period :+ the 2nd leachin?ﬁe;f.
: : /31752 : +0/20/52 ’
Tons/ac. Ibe Sg. 10, Ib, sq. in,
River 0 1833 1583
5 1630 1406
10 Uihé : 1406
Drain 0 1772 14,89
5 1609 1575
0 14,87 1550
Artesian 0 1589 1387
5 1222 1279
10 26 > 1536
Ground Surface
outside the rings 1365 1799

The Proctor Needle results for the three different waters following
the lst and 2nd leaching period were fairly erratic and indicated no defines’
ite trend. The artesian water showed a lower value on all averages eXe |
cept for the 10 ton application. Without the application of gypsum,’
The artesian water indicated the best effect, the drain water second, and
the river water last. The final Proctor Needle average indiecated the
soils using artesian water to be 100 pounds per square inch less than
the drain and 200 pounds less than the river water. The results are very
favorable towards the artesian water, )

Intake rates: A summary of the intake rates for the two leaching
periods are presented in table 18, The intake rates have been corrected
for evaporation and a viscosity correction has been applied to convert
the intake rates to a standard temperature of 60 degrees Fahrenheit,
The final intake rates indicate a higher intake for both the river and
the artesian waters, The fhree waters in respect to intake are artesian
first, river second, and drain the slowest. The rate of increase for
all waters, with the respect to the application of gypsum, was: 100% in=
crease with 5 tons and 200% increase with the 10 ton application, The
intake rate increased very favorably with the gypsum applications.

pH values: A summary of the pH values from June 17 to October 20, 1952
on the Ranch WH" greasewood alkali reclamation plot is presented in
table 19, The pH values shown in table 19 are an average of three
replicates. The pH values were obtained from the swrface soil in the
rings during the drying periods and the pH of the leaching water was g
obtained during the leaching periods,
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The pH values compare very favorably with the amounts of gypsum
applied to the soil, For gypsum applications of 0,5, and 10 tons per
acre, the final pH of the soil in the various test rings was;
river = 8.,9,8,8 and 8,23 drain - 8,9, 8,l, 8,33 artesian - 8,5,8,3 and
8.2, The over-all pH values for scil in the rings using artesien water
are slightly lower than those using the river and drain water, The pH
readings on the soil in the rings without gypsum were 0.l of a pH in
favor of the artesian water. The pH values rose considerably on the un=
treated plots during the drying period. The pH values have not formed
in a definite pattern as they did in the Ranch "I investigation (See
figure }j2)

Depth of water applied: A summary of the depth of water applied
during the two leaching periods are presented in table 20. The inches
of water shown in the table are the differences between the depths
applied and the evaporation during the Jeaching periods,

Teble 20, Amount of water applied to the various treatments in the
Ranch "HW greasewcod alkali reclamation rings,

Water ¢ Ieaching ¢ No gypsum ¢ 5 tons of ¢ 10 tons of gypsm
applied : period ; applied : gypsum per sere s per acre ‘
No, In, water In, water In, water
River 1st 1/ 9,3 13,0 .3
end 7/ 1L 1,3 16,4
) TOtaI 26.] 2; QB 360 i
Drain ist 10,0 13.4 13.h
2nd 9.9 12'8 lé.h
Artesian st 12,0 .1 13.9
2nd 12.1 13‘5 ' léoh
Total 2h.T 27e0 30.3

1/ Ist leaching period had an average of l to 8 days duration
7/ 2nd leaching period had an average of L days duration

Summary of the Ranch "H' greasewood alkali reclamation study:

l. The soils are rapildly permeable and should reclaim very rapidly
following drainage. '

2. The soils are moderately alkali to a depth of 3% feeb. A very
permeable gravel bar lies below 3% feet.

3e A fair structure is being developed in the soils with the applie .
cation of gypsum. The artesian water alone is developing some structure
in the soil,

Le The Proctor Needle indicated the following effects on the soil
due to the river, drain, and artesian waters: artesian water indicated
the best effect, the drain water second, and the river water poorest,

5. The ring tests using artesian water showed highest intake rate,
river second, and drain water lowest,

6. The over~all pH values for the rings using artesian water are
slightly Lower than those for the river and drain water,



Ranch "H' galtgrass alkali reclamation investigation

The saltgrass plot is located about 150 feet southeast from the
greasewood plot, The general description of the area and soils are
identical to the greasewood plot. The soils are moderately alkali to
a depth of 6 feet, A coarse sand and gravel bar lies below 6 feet.
The soils will respond rapidly to drainage and reclamation,

Infiltrometer ring layoubt: The infiltrometer ring layout and a
general view of The farm are shown in figure 46, The rings were ine
stalled in one of the gently undulating valleys on the terrace. The
water table is sufficiently low to permit reclamation during the study.
The soil is in its native condition and has a cover of saltgrass,

The area is used as pasture,

The infiltrometer ring layout, the rings using river, drain and
artesian water, and the amount of gypsum applied to cach ring is shown
in figure U7, River water was applied to the right 9 rings, drain water
to the middle 9 rings, and artesian water was applied to the left 9 rings,
The amount of gypsum in tons per acre that was applied %o each ring is
shown by the number above the rings, This layout of 27 rings gave 3
replicates for each treatment. The rings were all 12 inches in diameter.
The evaporation ring results from the greasewood plots was applied to
the saligrass plot data,

Ranch "H' saltgrass solls at the plot location: Soil swrvey to a
depth™of seven feet at the plot location 1s presented on a Soil Profile
Charb, figure U8, The soils were primarily sandy loam to a depth of
six feet with strata of silt loam and sand in the profile. A coarse
sand and gravel bar lies at a depth of six feet. A pH reading was ob-
tained at each six inch interval or soil change, The pH was found to
be fairly low at the surface, high at a depth of 0,3 feet (9.0) and
generally remained above 8,6 to a depth of six feet, The pH indicates
a fairly uniform distribution of alkali in the soil profile,

Structure, workebility and visible gypsum: A summary of structure,
workability and visible gypsum prior to end following the first leaching
period is presented in table 21. The observations were made identical
to those on the Ranch "I and Ranch WH™ greasewood investigations,
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRIGULTURE , SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE , RESEARCH

ALKALI RECLAMATION INVESTIGATIONS
RANCH "H"

Emmett Valley
Gem County  ldaho

SALT GRASS

Figure 46 Looking north over the Ranch"H", Salt Grass,alkali
reclamation plot. The soils are moderately to rapidly permeable and
alkalin to a depth of six feet.
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Figure 47 Infiltration Ring layout on the Ranch "H", Salt Grass, plot. Numbers
refer to tons of gypsum applied per acre.
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able 21, Summaxy of structure, workability and visible gypsum
prior to and following the first leaching period on
the Ranch "HY saltgrass investigations,

Type ¢ Prior : No gypsum ¢ 5 tons of : 10 tons of
water e to s applied to ¢ gypsum s gypsum
used : leaching 3 the soil ¢ per aere 3 per acre.
8/5/52 10/20/52 10/20 /52 10/20/52
Structure:
River poor fair fair fair
Drain poor fair fair fair
Artesian poor poor fair fair
Workability
River hard easy —___ easy easy
Drain hard easy easy easy
Artesian mod, mod, casy easy
Visible gypsum
River - - mode considerable
Drain e - mod, "
Artesian - - mods 1

Analysis of table 21 indicates that a fair structure is being devels
oped in the soils., The artesian water does not show up as favorably as
the river and drain water in table 21, The workability was increased by
all three treatments,

Proctor Needle tests: A series of 10 penetration tests were made
in each ring with a Proctor Nee dle (pentrometer) prior to and following
the first leaching period. A summary of the data is presented in
table 22. The Proctor Needle results for the first leaching period ine
dicates an improvement from all the treatments, The rings using ar-
tesian water had slightly lower readings than either the river or drain

water.,

Intake rates: A& summary of the intake rates for the first leaching

period is presented in table 23,

The intake rates have been corrected
for evaporation and a viscosity correction has been applied %0 convert
the intake rates to a standard temperature of 60 degrees Fahrenheit,



Table 22. Summary of the Proctor Needle data prior to and following
the first leaching period on the Ranch "H' saltgrass
investigation.

Proctor Needle
values prior to the

Proctor Needle

Water : Gypsum values following the

" se 5»

o lee oo 4o

applied applied 1st leaching period lst leaching period
ToNs aores 7/5752 10/20/52
Ib. sq. in, Ib. sq, in,

River 0 1817 71

5 2219 1361

10 2139 1300
Drain 0 2051 1493

5 2178 1577

10 2330 1550
Artesian 0 1921 120l

5 1518 1049

10 2063 1265

Ground surface
outside the rings 2100

Table 23, Summary of the intake rate for the lst leaching period on
the Ranch "HM saltgrass investigation. 1/

Water : Gypsum o First Leaching Period
applied ¢ applied ¢ 9/8/52 ¢ 9/9 s 9/10 ¢ 9/11

Tons In, Hr. In, Hr. 1In. Hr. In, Hr,
River 0 0,08 0.03 0,03 0,01
5 0,12 0,0L 0.0l 0,03
10 0,09 0.03 0,03 0,02
Drain 0 0,10 0.05 0,03 0.02
: 5 0,13 0,0k 0,03 0,02
10 0el3 0,0l 0.0l 0,02
Artesian 0 0ol 0.08 0,05 0,03
5 0ol 0.16 0.11 0,08
10 0,22 O.11 0,07 0.0L

1/ The intake rates have been corrected for evaporabion and to a
T standard temperature of .60 degrees Fahrenheit,

The final intake rates indicate that the river and drain water give
about equal rates. The artesian water has about double the rate ob=-
tained using the river or drain water, The rates were relatively erratic,
but should stabilize in subsequent leaching periods, )

- 98 =



PH values: A summary of the pH values from September 8 to
October 20, 1952 on the Ranch "gm saltgrass alkali reclamation plot is
presented in table 2li, The pH values shown in table 2}, are an average
of three replicabes. The pH values were obtained in tne same maxmer as
those on the Ranch "I" and Ranch "H® greasewood investigations, The
PH values shown on September 8, prior to leaching were from surface
samples and were low due to a recent rain. The PH at a depth of 0.3
feet was 9,0 or higher., This same condition was obtained in January
when the soil log was made. (See figure 48) The pH values dropped to
8.1 or 8,2 in all rings as soon as the leaching water was applied. As
the rings dried out following leaching, the pH values increased in the
soils not having an application of gypsum., The rings using artesian
water without the application of gypsum remained low for the duration
of the observations. The pH values have not formed a definite pattern
‘o da'be.

Depth of water applied; A summary of the depth of water applied
during the first leaching period is presented in table 25. The inches
of water shown in table 25 are the differences between the depths applied
and the evaporation during the leaching period,

Table 25, Summary of water applied to the various treatments in
the Ranch "H"W saltgrass alkali reclamation rings, iy

Water : Ieaching 1/ ¢ No gypsum : 5 tons of gypsums 10 T. of gypsum
applied ¢ period ~ & applied s per acre : per acre
No. In, water In, water In. water
River 1st 645 7ol 6.7
Drain Ist 1.0 10.1 7.0
Artesian 1st 869 12,3 11.6

1/ st leaching period had an average of 8 days duration,

Summary of the Ranch "WH' saltgrass alkali reclamation study s

L1s The soils are moderate to rapidly permesble and should reclaim
rapidly following drainage and the application of soil amendments,

2, The soils are moderatd y alkali to a depth of six feet.

3. A fair structure is being developed in the soil and the worke
ability is being improved with all treatments.

L. The Proctor Needle indicates that all treatments are improving
the soil., The rings using artesian water had slightly lower readings
than either the river or drain water.

5. The rings in which artesian water was used showed about double
the intake rate of the rings where river or drain water was used,

6. The pH values dropped to 8.1 or 8.2 in all rings as soon as the
water was applied. As the rings dried out following leaching, the pH
values increased in the soils where gypsum wasnit applied. In soils
having gypsum applied, the pH remained low during the leaching and
drying period,
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Summary of data on the three alkali reclamation plots

A summary of the observations and data on the three alkali recla=-
mation plots is presented in table 26, A total of 7400 observations
and field measurements were summarized and condensed to form the table,
It contains a summary of the aggregates, Proctor Needle readings, intake
rates, and pH readings for the total of six leaching periods, Three
leaching periods on the Ranch "I", two on the greasewood and one on the
saltgrass plot have been made to date., The averages of the results
from each set of three replicates were classified as first, second,
third ete., according to the number of aggregates, softness from the
Proctor Needle tests, rapidity of the intake rate, and alkali improve-
ment indicated by the pH values. The spread of the rings using artesian
water is blocked in with a dotted line., The blocked~in area indicates
that the artesian water is in the upper portion of the table and possibly
indicates an over-all advantage in using the artesian water to reclaim
the alkali land in the velley, By assigning a figure of 10 to a rating
of first, 9 to second, 8 to third, etc., and adding up the totals of the
river, drain and artesian waters, a figure was obtained showing the over-
all desirability of water for use in reclamation of alkali areas. The
totals obtained weresy

Artesian water = = = = = = = = ~ = 230 points
River water= = = « « = = = = « = « 159 points
Drain wadel'= « » = w @ = = = - - « 151 points

This tabulation indicates that the artesian water gives considerably
better results and that the over-all difference between river and drain
water is rather slight. Observations were made on Decenber 9th = two
days following a five day rain which totaled 1.72 inches, to determine
the number of rings that had rain water standing on the surface, A
summary of these observations are presented in table 27. There was no
water standing on any of the soils having a l0=ton application of gypsum,
eight out of the 27 rings having 5 tons of gypsum added, had water stand-
ing on them, and 20 out of the 27 having no gypsum added had water stande
ing on the surface. The test rings using artesian water had 7 rings or
26% with standing water, the rings using river water had 9 rings or 33%
with water standing on the surface, and the rings using drain water had
12 rings or LLZ with water standing on the surface,

o JO1



Table 26, Summary rating for the aggregates, Proctor Needle, intake
rates, and pH values for the Ranch "I", Ranch "H" grease-
wood and the Ranch "H' saltgrass alkali reclamation ine
vestigations,

tAggregatesy Proctor Needle s Intake Rate
Rating: final final readings ¢« final readings

PH
final readings

e [ o0 oo

wIn T s G,W, 3 S.G¢ "I G,W. B8.0. & "I"  G.W. 5.G.
1st D=10 R=10 | A=5 A~5 A=10 A-10 A=5  A=10 A=10 A~1O
2nd _R=10  D=l0: A0 A=0 D~10 A=5 Awl0 D10 R=10 A=5 |
3rd . A-I0 A~10" R=5 A=10 R=10 R-10 A=0  Re=l0 D-10 D=5 |
Lth A5 A=§  R-10/R=I0{A-5  D=10i R~5"" R=5 A-5 D-10 |
Sth : A0 D=5 D=0 iR=5 (R=5 R=5 , DmlO | AwS D=5 D-5 |
6th D=5 | A=0  AvlOiRe0 (R=0 A=0 ' D=0 : D=5 A0 A0 |
7th D=0 R=5 D=10 D=0 {A=0 D5 D=5 : =0 RSB RSIE
8th R=5 Rw0 D=5 Del0 D=5 R=0 R=l0 D=0 R=0 D=0
9th R0 D0 R=0 D=5 D=0 D=0 Re0 R=0 D=0 R=0

Iegends

"I = Ranch "I" Alkali reclamation plot

S5G - Ranch "H" Saltgrass alkali reclamation plot

GW - Ranch "H" (reasewood alkali reclamation plot

R=0 = River Water = No gypsum applied to soil

R=5 ~ River water 5 tons of gypsum applied to soil

R=lO= River water 10 tons of gypsum applied to soil

D=0 -~ Drain water = No gypsum applied to soil

D~5 ~ Drain water 5 tons of gypsum applied to soil

D=10 ~Drain water 10 tons of gypsum applied to soil

A=0 = Artesian water - No gypsum applied to soil

_ A=5 = Artesian water 5 tons of gypsum applied to soil
A=10- Artesian water 10 tons of gypsum applied to soil

Table 27. Summary of the rings that retained rain water on the sur-
face the second day following a 1,72 inch period of
heavy precipitation.

Rings With vain water

" Comparison Item standing on the surface
Number Percentage
Gypsum 10 tons gypsum 0
5 tons gypsum 8 30
None 20 Th
Water Artesian i 26
River 9 33
Drain 12 LL
Artesian + 10 tons gypsum 0 0
River + 10 tons gypsum 0 0
Drain + 1O tons gypsum 0 0
Artesian + 5 tons gypsum 2 22
River + 5 tons gypsum 2 22
Brain + 5 tons gypsum N Ll
Artesian 5 56
River 7 78
Drain 8 89

= 102 =



Table 27 indicates the application of gypsum has a greater effect
upon the intake rate than the type of leaching water. This was ex=
pected from the water analysis prior to the investigations, The
bottom section of the tabulation compares the water and gypsum and
indicates the artesian water as being the most beneficialj the river
water, second, and the drain water was the poorest.

Vertical Drainage Investigations

During the course of the investigation, it was concluded that the
use of pumped wells could have an important place in the over-all
drainage plan for the Emmett Valley. As a forerunner to making a
vertical drainage investigation in the valley, it was deeided that
some initial costs, maintenance and operation figures and radius of
influence data be obtained on existing wells in the Emmett Valley,

It was found that there were no drainage wells in operation in the
valley and that these cost estimates would have to be obtained from
other areas which were similar in nature and had a2 similar drainage
problem,

The Pioneer Irrigation District with offices at Caldwell, Idaho
was selected as a comparison area, The Fioneer Irrigation District
has thirty wells ranging in depth from 60 to 165 feet., These wells
are used jointly as drainage and irrigation wells. Mr, John Turner
former president of the Pioneer Irrigation District Board stated, "That
during the low ground water table years when drainage was not a protbm,
the wells had been pumped to supplement the short supply of irrigation
‘water., During years of adequate irrigation water supply, the wells
had been primerily used for drainage; and that the wells had paid for
themselves either as irrigation or drainage wells,™

A summary of the installation costs and operational costs were obe
tained from the Pioneer Irrigation District office in Caldwell, The
initial costs for the 30 wells, installed from 1936 to 1950 is pre=
sented in Appendix Table 6, Well numbers 29 and 30 gave the best cost
estimates as they were installed during 19L9 and 50, Well No. 29 is
143 feet deep and cost a total of $5L6L; well No, 30 is 98 feet deep
and cost $4395.75. The wells both have 20 inch casings,

A summary of the available operating costs during 1950, 51 and 52
are presented in Appendix Table 7. Wells 29, 30 and 12 were selected
because of their date of installation and their drainage range of ine

fluence,



& summary of the number of acre feet pumped from 10 wells during
the period from 1926 to 193L is presented in Appendix Table 8, During
this period 83 aecre feet of water was removed per day, 2L90 acre feet
per month, and 12,150 aere feet during a five month period, -The ex=
tent of the area drained was satisfactory to both the Pioneer Irriga=
tion District and the local farmers,

Detailed information concerning the Franklin Road Well, No. 12,
for the year 193l and on estimate cost for 1953 is presented in Appendix
Table 9. The over=all well efficiency would probably be higher in 1953
than it was in 193}, .

The cost information and drainage estimates presented in Appendix
Tebles 6 to 9 inclusive may not apply completely to the Emmett Valley
and they will be adjusted following further investigation into drainage
and the possible installation of a test vertical drainage well in the
valley, ,

FUTURE SCOPE OF THE INVESTIGATIONS

Continued investigations

The following investigations will be continued:

1. Open drainsge investigations
a. Continue ground water observations on the ranches investie
gated during the last year,
b. Observations will be initiated on several additional ranches
to give an observation on each of the major soil series.
. Co Increase the number of ranches obsexved for crop production
' figures,
2. Alkali reclamation
a, Continue the alkali investigations using the ring method on
the three plots,
3. Continue and refine the artesian well location survey,

New investigations

l. Artesian well swrvey,

A representative number of artesian wells, approximately 20
scattered over the area, will be selected in the walley and surveyed
for the following items:

ae Depth

b ¢ SiZe

C. Pressure

d., Temperature

e, Discharge

f. Chemical analysis

o 10l =



2. Approximately 20 artesian wells will be selected, scattered
throughout the valley, and the following measurements made ecach week
or month depending upon the fluctuation,

2. Pressure
b, Temperature
¢es Conductance

3. Vertical drainage investigation.

.The transmissibility of both confined and unconfined aquifers will
be measured on as many artesian and pumped wells as possible, The
thickness and extent of both confined and unconfined aquifers will be
determined,

L. Install additional observation wells to extend the Bureau of
Reclamation observation well lines from their terminal points to the
Payette River on at least two or three lines,

@ 105 =
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APPENDIX

Chemical and physical characteristics of selected soil samples
from Emmett Valley Area, Idaho(table copied from characteristics
of saline and alkali soils in the Emmett Valley area, Idaho (5)

Chemical and physical characteristics of selected soil samples
from the Emmett Valley area, Idsho ()

Chemical analysis of saturation extracts of selected soil samples
from the Emmett Valley area, Idaho (5)

Permeability, pH, capillary rise, and settling volume of selected
soll samples fraom the Emmett Valley area, Idaho (5)

Observation well readings (data collected by the U,S.B.R.)

Initial costs of drainage and irrigation wells in the Pioneer
Irrigation District at Caldwell, Idaho.

Operating costs of drainage and irrigation wells in the Pioneer
Irrigation District at Caldwell, Idaho.

Summary of the wator . pumped from 10 wells in the Pioneer
Irrigation District during the period of 1926 to 193L.

Detailed information concerning the Franklin Road well, No, 12
for the year 193k,



Appendix Table 1, = Chemical and physical characteristics of selected soa.l

samples from Emmett Valley Area, Idaho, 1/

: tSoluble, So D{ch
No. Iocation °So:;.l type ¢ Depth : Hs..3'/1 Sal'b- ECl.E/ a.}

Tnches 4 mhosx 105 m.e./L m.e./l m,e.gim
1SE of SE  Iletha f£i, O-% 9,3 3,00 125.0 611.5 0.11 e
Sec, 8 sa, loanm /2«5 10,2 0.L3 1,50 62,35 0,12 6.9
T6N R2W 5«12 10,3 0.2L 3,60 41,57 0.l 8.k :
12-2, 10,2 0,30 3.60 28,73 0.31 8.l
21136 9.9 0,20 2,00 22,59 0,41 8.1
36-48 9.6 = 0.4 9.48 0.3h 7.9
L1860 9,2 - 0,75 7.15 0,21 8,7
ZNE of & Tetha i, 0= 6 5.6 - 1.80 16,98 0.6L 3.5
Sec, 8 sa, loam 6-12 9.8 - 3.10 13,63 13.48 Lh.T
T6N RIW 12-2) 91l = 1,20 11.89 0.5 6,9
‘ . 2’-'--33 806 L 0070 6.70 0053 306
37SW of oW Tetha T1. 0= 56 7.0 - 0.27 1,53 1,02 0.08
See, L sa loam bl? 6.8 - 0.28 0,78 1,17 0.02
T6N RIW 12-2) .
2)4-"36 8.0 "' 0.38 1059 1031 0502
L'SW of NE  wardwell= 0~ 8 5.6 - 0.15 112 0.2 0.03
Sec, 27 Ietha. 8«20 6.6 - 0,20 1.13 0,18 1.7
T7N RIW loan 20-25 79 = 0,60 S5.78 0.l 2,1
25“’36 800 haad Oth 3076 O.ML 107
36"}48 800 - O.SO 3096 0966 l 7
)-L8"60 7«9 - 0‘51 hoSB 0037 cS
S NE of SW Vander= O- 8 6.8 - 0,60 123 1,25 0,6
Sec, 3l dasson - 8=16 7.5 - 0,50 2,61 0,8, 1.2
T?N RIW si. Clay 16"’30 7&’4 = Ooho 2050 0059 l-)-l-
6 W of NE  Wardwell= 0= 7 To0 = 0032 2.28 0,32 0.6
Sec. Lt Ietha :m Tl - 0.17 1,72 0,17 1.6
T6H RIW fi, sa. 1h-22 8.4 o 0.2 6,34 0,24 3.8
loan ‘22-736
36=li 9,1 = 0,27 2,70 0,27 1.7
SW of 8k Tetha Ti, O="7 6.3 - 1.9L 0,62 1.9L 0.06
Sec. 18 sa. loam 7-Ih 8,0 - 0.19 3.08 0,19 1.5
T6N RIW =2 8,7 = 0.24 8,94 0.2 8,0
2Li=36 9l = 0629 8oL7 0.29 6,7
36=18 8.6 - 0,17 6.37 0,17 B.h
8 NE of NE  Wardwelli- O~ 6 8,0 - 1,23 3,09 1,23 0.5
See, 13 Ietha 6=10 8, - 0,52 Lhe92° 0,52 1,8
T6N R2W fi, sa, 1018 9l = 1,22 8,85 1l.22 8.9
loam 18«26 9.3 - - 5,60 8oLk 18,46 8,6
26"’36 903 o 0096 8(59 1000 )4«'8
9 NE of NE Ietha 0- 6 807 hnd 0083 7439 0.77 2.0
Sec. 21.]. fio 82, 6-12 9.2 had 1,0? 10‘51. 0.6}4 3.2
T6N R2W loam 12«2 8,5 = 0,68 L.5h 0,30 1.9
- 10 NW of W  Ietha O~ 6 10,2 - 3.20 21,98 16,52 T.L
T6N le 108.171 12"2’4 993 hid 0078 7151 0019 6Qh

1/ Taken from University of Idaho Research Bulletin No. 17.
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1/

Azzpend:xx Table 1, = Chemical and physical characteristics of selected soil
continued) samples from Emmett Valley Area, Idaho.

L4
No, Iocation 3Soill type

: ' op ¢So
: Depth 3 pis3/s se1td woy & ©

mhoé—'i'"ﬂé

Tuples Sol, zSol. Exph.
Nag_f : oaé./: ° Na?(/e :

Inchés 7 = m.e./l m.e./1 e, /100gm
1l NE of NE Ietha O 6 8,8 - 1,13 10,23 1.12 2sT :
Sec. 22 fi. Sal. 6"‘]'2 9.0 - 0.61 6',26 0.87 3.0
T6N R2W  loam 12«2l 8.8 = 0.60 7.05 0,19 5,5
2)4"'29 9cl - 0-72 7093 Onlo 600
29“‘)414 9-0 = la80 108@ 9!2_% 303
12 NE of NE Vanderw O0=6 10,2 = 3eL40 38,57  0.27 11,0
Sec, 22 dasson bml2 10,1 - 6.80 23,75 21,38 12,1
T6N ReW si. cl, 1228 10,1 - 2,08 23,01 0.79 10,3 .
: 36-L6 9.1 - 1.09 3L.77 0,07 505 '
13 SW of SW Ietha 0= 6 7.2 = 0.26 0,72 Q82 0,6
‘ Sec, 9 flo Sa, 6"12 7@9 g Oalis 3-32 Onhl l.l
T6N ROW Joam 12-'16 8.)4 b 0;52 5.00 0.22 13.8
16"30 8-)4 bl Onhs 3!75 0.18 302
1, NE of SE  Bramwell 0= % 8.8 - 2.40 23,63 1.53 8e3
Sec, 2 si, loam 2= | 9.2 - 2.37 25.59 1.03 13,9
T7¥ R3W © he=12 9.5 = 2,85 33,98 1,16 1l.h
12-2) 9.7 - 2.85 33.69 0,38 12,2
328 9,0
1/ samples collected by H, E. Dregne, G. M. Schafer, and C. &. Mogen, July, 1947,
Analyses made at Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station by G. C. Lewis, C. L.
Tyler, and C. G. Thomas,
3/ pH of saturated paste.
T/ Per cent salt, dry basis, from paste resistance and Bureau of Soils table for
T mixed neutral salts, ) : ,
5/ Electrical conductivity of lsl soil-water extraect in millimhos per cm,
%/ Soluble sodium and calcium in lsl extract in milliequivalents per liter,
7/ Exchangeable sodium from difference between total extractable sodium and
~  soluble sodium in 1:1 extract in millequivalents per 100 gm,
8/ 1Iess than 0,20 per cent salt.
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Appendix Table 3, ~ Chemical analysis of saturation extracts of selected

soill samples from the Emmett Valley area, Id *
No. Depth :ECe®s WNa s Ca : Mg s Co3 3 HOO3 3 Saltd
Inches Moo/l mee,/l moe,/1l  mee./I mee./L A
5 0= 3 2,50 25,8 1,07 0.1 0O 1k, 7 206
3"'11 506)4 6600 OJLO Oahé 3709 Soh Oolh
11-2h 6248 77.0 0,92 1L.05  5L.2 Le7 0,20
2)4"36 )4073 SSVh lQOl 0062 3003 7-6 Oels
3649 2.32 25,1 0,31 0,10 8.5 7.l 0,07
I5 Crust  101,0 5380.0 0 ) 3210,0 1066,0 18,80
O" 7 5.52 7302 l.Sl 009)4 2705 2}4.2 0‘15
T=16 LL7 15.6 0.64 1.57 0 25,1 0.0k
16~20 0,99 1.2 0,42 0,74 0O 8,5 0,03
LT O~ 6 5.85 T71.9 0 50.7 0,23
6=18 8.63 102.8 0.83 0.31 38,9 27.5 0,41
18~30 1,52 17,2 Ol  0.15 0 12,8 0,06
hE: 0= 6 018 2.82 L.1Gh 0.92 0 6,6 0.03
6-16 0,50 2,55 2,15 0,61 0 Lo2 0,02
13-2) 0.6 3,13 L4 oLl o .2 0,02
2L=30 0.5L 3,80 1,24 0,5L. © 3.3 0,02
hK) 0= 7 0,60 Z2.29 0,86 0.35 o] 3.3 0,01
7-1L 0,91 9,34 0.75 043 © 6,1 0,04
-3 2,80 25.4 2,81 2,52 0O 5.2 0,09
23=32 6,57 51.7 31.18 8,00 © 3.8 0,27
20 6“ 6 5038 5&06 5.88 2000 0 3&01 0022
6-12 2.3L 22,2 1.55 0.68 0 5.1 0,08
12-2) 0.73 Le93 2,06 0,63 0 Lh.2 0,02
- U 7 -1058 lbc? 3.07 0052 O 1705 Dt%
7=16 L7h 22.1 1.29 0.L49 0 15,6 0.07
16=23 1.9h 22,2 0,79 0,32 0 16,5 0,08
23=-28 1.61 20,7 0o 60 0,00 0 1.7 0,07
28yl 1,60 19,1 0,51 0,09 0 15.1 0,07
22 0= 7 I8 12.5 167 0.3L 0 13,2 0.05
7"16 lo OS 1365 le 16 Oe 25 0 10 @ 9 o' 05
16«23 0,79 8,06 1,29 0.19 0,03
23"28 Op73 7&12 2037 0027 . 0003
28=l1. 0,78 6.8 1.7L 0,29 0 3.8 0,02
23 G~ 8 236 30.L  2.1I3 003 T 16,1 0,20
816 3.2h 33,9 1,67 0,30 T 23,7 0,17
1628 3.12 379 1.03 1,01 1,9 18,0 0,15
28=35 1.96 26,6 LLo  1.56 9.5 8.5 0.23
39,52 1.50 17.1 0,97 0.07 12,8 0,08
N 0= 3 1,02 3,867  2.18 0.67 0 57 0,03
8=16 0sli9 3621 1,80 0,40 0 3.3 0,02
16=28 Oehs 30)41 la38 0036' ] 3.3 0,02
35<52 050 3,72 1,29 0,39 0 2,8 0,02

# Taken from University of Idgho Research Bulletin No. 17.
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Appendix Table 3(Cont.). = Chemical analysis of saturation extracts
of selected soil s es from the Emmett
Valley areay; Idaho :

No. Depth s ECe? ; §a ¢ Ca s Mg 2 (03 s HCO3 2 sa1t3
Inches Me€o/l Mo€e/L Me€a/Ll Mees/l mee./l A

25 0= 3 1.35  15.3 2632 0,31 0 1.7 0.07

3"" 8 0097 10.7 0095 0009 0 10.0 OaO6

Buwp? 0+95 11,1 2.3  0.75 0 8,0 0.07

2232 1,0k 11,2 3.35 0.8l 0 8.0 0,08

36=38 2.30 22,k 0.71  0.07 0 5.7 0,08

25 O 2 0.75 8,38 Te13  0.77 0 6.6 0,00

2-11 0,61 6142 0,61 0,27 0 5.2 0,02

1115 0.95 12,6 0,07 0,39 Lok 746 0,03

15=22 0,99 11,1 0,63 0,27 T 8,0 0,03

22«30 0,87 10,3 0,32 0,27 Lol Lo 0,02

27 O 6 0,71 3,25 2.45 1,57 0 5.6 0.02

613 0697 9435 0,70 0.76 0 Tol 0,03

13=25 2,08 22,8 0e59 0,71 0 9,0 0,12

: 2836 1,20 12,2 0.8 0.0 ) 11,8 0,09

28 0= L 15,02 226,0 2.39 0,00 9.2 116,0 0,92

1= 6 L,00 L8.9 2.39  0.73 2,8 35,0 0,18

29 O~ 7 0.50  2.50 1.80 " 0.LL 0 LT 0.0L

Tw=13 0,38  2.3L 1.79 0.Lo 0 3.3 0,0L

13«32 - Ochs 3035 179 O,le 0 5.2 0,01

3210 0,56 5,10 0,92 0,11 0 L2 0,01

30 O"’ 6 3023 )J)-Lcl 1'38 0060 . 0‘16

b=12 2,18 30,1 1,10  1L.h2 0,11

12-30 1.47  17.8 052  0.L8 , 0,07

31 0= 6 LI 15,2 1.5 0.5 0,06
6=12 20,8

12-30 155 18,3 0ol6 0,30 0,07

32 Crust 130,0 6240,0 8 47T 2,19 oL.8 137, 21,90

0= 6 23,8 326,0 9.1L 1.L2 0 1049 0.75

612  B,TT7T 975 1.8 0,61 0e5 10,9 0620

122} L.81 57.1 0,77 0.16 Lo 13.3 0,12

2L=3L 1.9 2L.1 0,51 0425 ‘ 0,06

33 0= 6 .13 1L3.2 2,30  0.73 LI 1L.8 0,10

6=lly 2,37 28,7 1,51 0,61 Ll 12,8 0,07

11=28 1,67 204 1.07 O.hl Lokt 8,0 0.0L

28-*32 lg32 ll-? 0092 O¢26 . 3'8 0903

3k 0 B 2Tl 39.5 93 0,56 0. 1T

&’m 1.66 2591- l¢29 0962 : 0008

-2 Ll 19,1 9,06

283l le62 21l . 0,07

35 0= 6 1.2L  2L.3 2.45 1,12 T Beb 0,08

6Ll 0.86 10,1 1,38  0.50 0 5.2 0,0l

14=28 0.89 9,90 0,92  0.L1 T 3,3 0,03

283l 0,86 9,30 0,83 0.36 T 3.8 0,03

1/ Analyses by U, S. Regional Salinity ILaboratory

2/ ECe = Conductivity of saturation extract in millimhos per centimeder.
/ Salt @ Per cent salt, dry weight basis, calculated from chemfcal

“  analyses data on typilcal extracts.
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Appendix Table L, - Permeability, pH, capillary rise » and settling
volume of selected soil samples from the Emmett
Valley area, Idaho 1/

s PermeablilIty 7 3 P . . rise V
¢ River Gypsum ¢ pHed ! S Cap h: 56,5
Nos Depth ¢ Water Added : ¢ P, !l hr, 24 hrs,: vol,
Inches in,/hr, in,/hr cm. em, ml,
15 0=3 0.122 0,175 8.8 10,0 10,0 9,3 32,1 21
3=11 0,082 0,231 10,2 10,6 1044 8.9 32,6 29
L-24 0,135 10.L 10,7 104 20,1 32.L o8
k-6 0,024 10.2 10,5 10,3 1%L 35,0 25
36=49 0,010 0.354 9.8 10,5 10,2 6,1 1.8 3L
Om 7 0,035 0,213 10,0 107 10,3 667 21,0 23
7=16 0.025 0,112 9.2 10,2 10,2 3.8 15,0 22
16=24 0,149 902 10,2 9,9 8,6  3L,0% 19
1 0= 6 0.009 0,039 ey L0.5 10,5 260 9¢5 30
6=18 0,029 0,078 10,0 10,6 10,6  L,1  13.Lh 32
3&8‘30 00032 0.151 60‘9 1005 log)-l- 3«5 131’)-1- 32
I8 0-56 0,082 0,178 8.k 8ol 9. 6.3 25,9 28
6=13 0.072 0,173 8.5 8.9 94 5.1 23,8 25
13=2) 0.230 8.4 9.2 9.6 5.6  2L,9 27
2L=30 0,60 8.6 9.2 9.7 7.8 30,5 30
19 0=7 0,118 0,378 8.2 Tol — Tl 9.9  30L.7 23
7"'1h 0.057 O.SSO 900 8.5 V 805 hng 1302 30
lh"‘23 0,222 8.5 9Ql 995 : 898 '3900* 25
23=32 0.89 8.1 7.8 8,0 13,5 72.0% 23
20 0=6 097 8.0 9.6 9.8 9.5 28,30
6"“12 0533 898 9.6 9.6 1553 36.8 28
122l 1.57 8.4 8.1 7.8 21,2  97.,0% 20
7"16 00005 00181 9&1 906 909 358 900 29
16=23 0,037 0.248 9.3 10,0 10,1 5,3 13,6 29
23«28 0,002 963 10,2 10,2 59 9.6 Lo
28-li1 0,001 9.4L 10,2 10,3 2,6 L3 81
22 0= 7 0e55 3.6 Ben Ye3 9eb 9e5 30.7 28
7"'16 0058 307 901 9ch 9:6 1305 56o0* 28
16-23 L2 8,6 9.0 9.4 16,9  61,0% 29
2328 1,92 8.6 8,8 8.9 21,1  72,0% 25
281 2,05 8.6 8,9 8,9 21,2  91,0% 30
23 0= 8 0.001 0,006 8.9 9.7 10,1 I,0 2.0 15
8=16 0.,00L 0,016 963 10,0 10.3 1e5 5.1 5l
1628 0,039 0,193 9.3 10,0 10.3 5e5 9.1 35 .
28«35 0,028 0,228 9oLt 10,1 10,2 L0 8,0 Lo
39~52 0,013 0,252 9.5 10,2 9.8 6.2 L.L 30
2L 0=38 0.7h 3.1 8.0 B8 8.9 9.0 2L.3 28
816 0.57 1.82 8.5 8,6 9,1 10.2 30k 35
16«28 (i 8,5 8.7 9.2 10,0 33.0 32
28"'35 302 80’4 806 9.-2 1207 2842-‘- 38 .
25 O= 3 0016 0,157 8.8 8.6 8.6 7.8 8.5 30
3"” 8 0.,026 Ooh-lB 900 902 9'7 200 3'8 32 -
822 0,056 0,271 8.9 963 9.8 3.0 7.8 32
22w32 0,178 0,76 8,8 9.5 96 5,5 19,8 35

Taken from University of Idaho Researeh-~Bulletin No, 17,
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%ppenc}:bc TaBe L, = Permeability, pH, capillary rise, and settling
continued) volume of selected §7il samples from the Emmett

Va%;g;y: area, Tdaho
Permeability 2%

¢ :
: River Gypsum s pHeS, PHy
No. Depth : Water Added s ¢

Cap. rise % 5

pHs , s Setb.
OB; L hr. Zl}. ms& VOl.

9 e

Inches in,/hr in,/Ir ocm, Cm, mL,
26 0= 2 3.5 8,3 6.8 8el 15 h8.0% 26
" 2ell 0,21 0,48 8.6 8.0 Te7 11,6 11.,0¢# 29
11«15 0,019 0,217 9.2 8l 6.0 16.8 27
15-22 0,135 0,L2 9,0 9.6 9.7 7o 28,9 23
22«30 0,018 9.0 9.7 945 7.0 19,2 30
27 O= 6 0.33 846 8.7 8:5 8.0 29.0 30
613 0,067 8.8 9.1 8.4 L5  17.8 25
13"'25 01 Oh? OiBS ‘900 906 9&9 6:9 1600 29
- 2838 0,021 1,01 920 946 9.9 2.8 6.0 6l
28 O= 1 0,010 0,018 945 10.5 10,3 3.9 12.3 39
1- 8 0,003 9.h 10.1  10.1 3,6 10,3 38
29 O 7 0493 Ba3 Tolt 8.2  19.0 6L, 0% 25
T=l3 0,36 8.4 7.6 Te3 15,8 55.0% 23
13"'32 0‘38 805 8‘8 8.7 lJ-'? ’ hbeo* 20
32-040 1.27 8,6 8,7 8, 12,7 66,0% 20

# Extrapolated values from eightwhour run,

1/ Analyses by U, S. Regional Salinity Iaboratory

2/ Permeability in inches per hour of disturbed soil samples for first

T 2h=hour run, Synthetic Payette river water used in first permeability
column; in the second column the equivalent ef 10 tons of gypsum per acre
of soil was added to the soil surface,

3/ PH of saturation extraet, 1:5, and 1:60 soll-water suspensions rew

~  spectively.

L/ Height of rise of wetting front by capillarity in dry sieved soil in

~ 1 and 2} hours respectively,

5/ Voluge occupied by 15 grams of soil after flosculation from 1s60 soile

T water suspension with CaQlp,
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Table 5. ~ Observation well readirgs data eollecked by the U,S,B.R.
Iow and high elevablons by years.

¢ CGround 2
: s surface 1936 1937 1938 - 1939
Iine: No.: eleve : L™ " H . I H L H I H
3 1 2Ls7.2 D D . D D D D D .
: 2 24196 16.0 48,8 16.5 18.8 1Bl 18.L 13,7 13.8
3 2h13,Lh o2 08,9 0L,k 09,5 02,6 05,1 99,3 06,6
L 1 2heo,7 18.0 . 23,0 18,3 23,0 20,3 Destroyed ;
2 212 09,8 12,9 11.2 12,1 11,2 Destroyed
ba 3 2ho9.k OLh.9 09,5  05.5 09,7 D 0841 D 08.1
5 1 2hbb.7 D D D D D D D D
é 2 2}-Llh—;3 060)4 lh.O 08238 11.36 09-3 noz 05&5 1309
3 2395.0 89.5 Sh.1 89.5 93.4 89.8 93.2 D 89.5
6 1 2L08.0 03,1 07.7 03,0 075 05,2 07k 0ks 7 07.2
2 23970 D 92 D 909 D 95,8 D 91,1
3 2391,7 8346 88,6 D 89.2 8li,5 89.1 840  88.3
7 1 21,50.0 D D D D D D D D
2 2h-39l Bhth 31-1‘07 D 3602 D 3508 D 3505
3 2398.9 D 90,1 D 90.3 D 89.7 D 90,9
8 1 2L66. 1, D D D D D D D D
2 2359.0 D D D 86.0 D 85,9 D 8567
3 2386.1 N 81l 76.8 81,8 790 81,9 78:7  8le9
9 1 2L66.7 D D D D D D D D
2 2390,1 D 82.9 D 83.7 D 833 D 83.9
3 23775 Tle3 The3 T1.L 76,3 72,0 7645 T1.7 75.8
L 2369,1  6l.L 67,8 63.9 67.6 bli,l 678 6L.1 67,
10 1 2317.7 D D D D D D D D
2 2390,5 D 80,6 D 80,7 D 80,0 D 85.4
1L 1 2365,9 58,5 60,5 D 60,5 58,2 6L 58,1  60.6
2 2367.9 61,3 658 61.0 65,1 61,5 6549 61,2 67.1
12 1 2379.7 D D D D D D D D
2 2358.5 5204 SheO 517 Sk 5L sh.5 51,9 5k
13 1 2378.0 D 66,8 D 67,0 D 6846 D D
2 2357.0 5067 53, L 50,5 53,9 51,2 53,6  BL.1L 56,5
1 1 2378.5 D D D D D D D D
2 2351.8 50,0 51,2 50,2 5.9 50,2 51.8 50,5 5l.6
15 1 2l55.7 D D D D D D D D
2 2389,0 D 7801& D 85.3 D 8l.1 D B
% 1 237L6 D 62,1 D 59.7 D 66,2 D . 3
2 2347,0 L0.7 Lk.9 39.2 . 392 bhel = 393 h3.5
3 233963 35.L 3647 35.8 372 35,8 36.9 D 36,7
7 1 23519 D L3, D L3.8 D 42,9 D 3.9
18 L 2369.6 D D D D D D D D
2 2330.3 2763 28,1 27 0L 2749 27.L 28,0
19 1 2333,3 D 28,2 D 25,9 D 25.1 D 2,6
20 1 2326,1 16,8 1946  17.5 19,6 18,0 19,8 D 19.h
2L L 2326,3 D D D D D D D D
2 2326,3 15,8 22,2 15.9 22,7 15,9 21,8 D 22,3
22 1L 2393,0 D D D D D D D D
2 2308,6 05,5  07.2 05,k 074k 05,7 06,8 05,6 06,6
23 1 2h17.7 D D D D D D D D
2 23824 D D D D D 8242 D 7247
2l :3L gz}?,g D D D D D 39.6 D 38,8
0 D D D :
2 2330 161 18.8 18,0 20,7 18,1 185 8.7 1B

]
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Table 5 (Con%.) = Observation well reading data collecked by the U,S.B.R.
Iow and high elevations by years,

NASITY) 194 1oLZ 513 IGLI
Line: No.:L © H L H L H L H L H
"3 1 D D D i) D D D D D D
= 2 D 17.L D 17,9 D . 15,6 18,6 13.6 18.8
: 3 998 07.5 99,6 07.6 99,7 10,1 00.5 09,0 00,0 08,1
L 1 Dpestroyed
‘ 2 Destroyed :
hett 3 D 08,5 D 07.k D 02,9 D 08,8 D 06,5
5 1 D D D D D D D . D D D
: 2  Oh,k 1h,2 oOh.l 10,4 05,9 1349 06,7 13,9 07.5 08,8
, 3 D 90,3 D 90,7 D 95,1 D 92,4 D 91,2
6 1 05,7 07,2 OkeB  07.7 Ohu6 07.3 07.5 07.7 03.4 06.8
2 D 90,6 D 91,1 D 93,5 D 92,0 D 90,2
3 D 8B,2 D 87.2 D 8%5 83,8 89.0 84,0 88,3
7 1 D D D D D Lhe1 D D D D
2 D 36,2 D 36,0 D 3644 D 3L.9 D 33k
3 D 88,8 D 9044 D 91e9 D 91,3 D 89,2
‘8 1 D D D D D D D D D D
2 D 8542 D 87.4 D 88,1 D 87.2 D 86,6
3 TTel  8la5  T6olk 82,7 77.0 8643 79,0 8245  T79.9 8lL.3
9 1 D D D D D D D D D
2 D 83.9 D 85.k D 85,6 D 85.3 80,4 8L.2
3 Tlb6  T7.0 71,2 7.2 73,0 7660  Tha9  76eh  T3.L 77.6
L 6L 67,5 6le3 67,5 6leb  67.3 65,k 67.9 6Blb 67,6
10 1 D D D D 039 D D D D
-2 D 85,2 D 8Le2 D 82,9 D 82,5 D 81,6
11 1 58,1 65,2 D 60,3 D 60,9 58,k 60,9 58,3 60,5
2 6lel 65,0  6L,0 66,0 6L5 6547 62,7 67.9 61,9 66,0
12 1 D D D D D D D D D D
_ 2 52,0 55,3 51,1  5L.5 51,8 Sl 52,L  sh.h 52,4 5L.3
3 1 D D D Destroyed
L2 5062 55,1 50,7 Sl 5049 She6 51,1 57.L 51s0 56,3
1 D D D D D D D D D D
x 2 SO.B 51-‘7
s L D D D D D D D k2,2 D D
2 D D D D D D D 78,0 D D
16 1 D D D 68,6 D 6l 6 D 65,0 D 63.5%
2 D kb D L3.6 D Lheb 399 437 D L2.8
3 D 3548 D D D 35,2 D 355 D 35a3
7 1 D L3.7 D lbk D Lb6.5 D L3.6 D L3.6
18 1 Destroyed
z
19 1 23,7 2540 D 25,3 D 2545 D 2T D 24,3
20 1 17.1 20,3 D 17.8 D 2Ll D D ) D
21 1 D D D D
2 D 18,9 D 1745 D 19,1 D 19,0 D 19,1
22 1 - p D D D D D D D D D
2 05,6 0749 0542 06,9 05,1 06,6 06,1 06,8 06,3 07,0
23 1 D D D D D D D D D D
2 D 72,9 D 755 D 8Lad1 D D D D
3 D LkL.O D LhL.8 D L2.8 D L6,.7 D Lé.k
2y 1 D D- D D D D D D D D
2 16,0 18,1 16,0 18,3 16,4 18,4 17,0 18,6 16,7

w 118 e
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Table 5 (Cont,) = Cbservation well readings date collected by the U,S.B.R.
Iow and high elevations by years,

: : 1915 1950 1951 1952
Line * No. : L L H L H L H
3 1 D D D D D D D D
2 16,0 7.3 1.5 17,1 14,8 18,8 13,5 18.9
3 00.8 06.h Filled in
b 1 Destroyed.
2 Bestroyed
Liep 3 D 06,0 D 08,8 D 08.8 1 08,2
5 1 D D Destroyed
2 08.3 08.5 10,5 13.9 10,1 13.9 12,0 13,9
3 D 9.k D 93,8 D 93,7 D 91,7
6 1l OLe7 07.1 Ol.L 07.6 0L.9 06, 0542 07.0
2 D 90,5 D 92,0 D 9%.9 D 90,7
3 83.9 88,0 Destroyed
7 1 D D D 9.5 B D D D
2 D 3L.k  Destroyed
3 86,9 88.0 87,7 91.2 8846 98,6 88.4 90,2
8 1 Destroyed '
2 D D D 88,9 D D D D
3 8l.b 83s1 80,5 82.5 79.3 83,0 78.5 = 85,1
9 1 D D D D D D D D
2 79:6 8368 D 83.L D 8345 D 81,5
3 73e3 75¢5 73,0 7549 D 75.8 7249 75.6
i 65.5 67+1 65,6  Destroyed
10 1 D D D D D D D D
2 D 82,4 D D D 7946 D 804t
11 hA 58.3 60+9 Destroyed
2 62.6 65.0 Destroyed
12 1 D D D D D D D 69,6
2 5247 5h.2 53,6 58.9 56,1 58,6 57,6 58,6
13 1L Destroyed ‘ :
1 1 D D D D D Destroyed
2 Destroyed ' ‘
15 1 D D D D D h2.3 D L347
2 D D D D D D D D
16 1 D D Destroyed
2 3940 1.6  Destroyed
3 D 35.4 Destroyed - :
17 1 D k2,8 1D Lhoi D L8.2 » L3.3
18 1 Destroyed
2 Destroyed
19 1 D 26.1 Destroyed
20 1 Destroyed
21 1 Destroyed
2 18,2 Destroyed
22 1 D D D D D D. D D
2 05.7 07e2 05,6 0648  05.k 07,7 06,0  07.7
23 1 D D D D D D D D
2 D 8le9 Destroyed ‘ :
3 D D D D D D D . D
2L 1 D D Destroyed :
2 16.8 17.6 1643 17.8 16e3 18,4 16.5 18.4
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Teble 5 (Cont,) Observetion well readin

g data collected by the U,S,B.R.

I1eW and high elevations by years,
¢ Qround

o : surfaces 1936 1937 1938 1939
line: Noe: eleve s I H L H L H L H
25 1 2339.8 D D D D D D D D
2 2305,.7 024 05,7 0l.8 05,1 2.6 E.5 02,1 05,1
26 1 23361 D 3149 D 3.2 D 310 D 33.4
27 1  2331.,0 D 2769 D 28,6 21,6 26,3 D 28,7
28 1 2342.0 D D D D D D D D
; 2 2296 90,7 93,3 91,0 92,3 90.8 93,6 90,k 92,3
29 2 23315 D 22,3 D 22,0 D 25,6 D D
: 3 2300,1 98 96,9 95.4 979 95,2 973 95.1 970
30 L 2358.8 D D D D D D D D
' 2 2288,7 81.8 83,1 81,2 83,0 8.1 83.1  8L.3 83,0
31 1 237h.6 D 66,5 D 654 D D D D
32 1 2305.8 D 0Ls9 D 07,7 D Ohie7 D 03.5
2 2276.7 70,0 73,3 D 7302 D 72.8 D 3.4
3 2267.6 5840 6163 D 63.1 D 61, D 61,5
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