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I nvolvement a necessity to 
advert Basin 33&34 inclusion 

Doar Editor, 
There have been ~everal meet­

ings held in the pa..<rt 6 week8 co/)­
cerning the Big & Little Lost Rivers' 
inclusion in the Eastern Snake Plain 
Aquifer and as a result becoming 
subject to a potential watltJ' call by 
water intcrcsl~ in the Twin Fall~ area. 
Currently, we are not considered by 
the Idaho Dcpar1mcnt of Water Re­
~(lUrces to be involved in the bound­
aries of the ESJ'A, but. a petition 
filed by Clear Springs Foods, Inc, 
is asking ID\VR. to change the exist­
ing ESPA boundary to include all of 
the area that is used in the Enhanced 
Snake Plain Aquifer Model Final 
Report dated July 2006, Idaho Water 
Resources Rescarch Institute Tech­
mcal Report 06-002. 

Since the days of the Swan Falls 
"controveT;;y" and the resulting 
Snake River B$;in Adjudication, the 
water users of the Big Lost River, 
(I cannot speak for the Littlc Lost) 
have been a.!!sured by IDWR that, 
"the Big Lost will never be included 
in the A-lim:", (another name for the 
ESPA). Beca1L,<;e of these assurances 
(of oourse there is nothing in writing 
that 1 can find). we have never rc-

ally paid attention to the above men­
tioned Enhanced Snake Plain Aqui­
fer Model. As a matter of fact, until 
recently. I believe, nearly everyone 
ill Basin 34 was unaware that we 
were evetJ. included in this model. I 
know I didn't. The boundary of this 
model is where the Clear Springs pe­
tition is asking IDWR to mOve the 
Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer bound­
ary, putting the Big & Little Lost in­
side the A"line. 

This is not a "dono deal" yet. 
IDWR is now accepting comments 
OIJ. why or why not Basins 33 & 34 
shouJd be included in the ESPA. It 
is very important that we comment 
on this matter. Comment foons are 
available at the Watcnnastcr's office 
i.n Mackay, or from some members 
of the Basin 34 advisory commit­
tee. Please get one and comment to 
IDWR by May 31st. You may also 
want to send a copy of yotlf com­
ments to your congressman. Wc do 
not want to go down without a fight 
in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
Holly Seefried 

Basin 34 Advisory Committee 
Mackay. Idaho 

Appeal to attend Water Dist. 34 special meeting 
May 17,2011 
To tbe Editor: 
J am writing to remind and to appeal 

to water uset'S of Water District 34 to 
attend the special District 34 water 
meeting on Monday, May 23 at 8 p.m. 
at the Butte County Middle School. 
It is important for users to attend and 
then to comment in writing to the 
Idaho Department ofWater Resources 
about all administrative change peti. 
tion by Clear Springs Foods, Inc. that 
would place ground wafer users below 
the Mackay Dam under a water call 
from senior usen in the lower Snake 
River plain. 

The Clear Springs Foods Inc. peti­
tion is a~king IDWR to use a water 

mapping model of the snake River 
aquifer as a water administration 
model that was not created to be used 
a8 Silch. JDWR must decide whether 
to use this model as a regulatory tool. 
Part of the process of their deci8ion 
is to weigh comment.~ and objections 
ITom water users. 

We need water users of District 34 
to comment to IDWR to not make this 
administrative change. We need all 
water users to comment to IDWR in 
writing before May 31st if possible. 
Jfnot., do so later. 

Se~ you at the meeting at 8 p..m. 
Monday, May 23rd. 

Mike Dotzlmrod, 
Darlington 
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PUBLIC 
MEETING 

FOR 
WATER DISTRICT 34 

WATER USERS 
Representatives from the Idaho Department 
of Water Resources will be at the Butte Middle 
School Auditorium on May 23rd at 8:00 p.m. 
to answer questions and explain the possible 
options you have to comment and contract for 
professional services. (As per rule 50) 

PAGE 03/10 



OS/20/2011 05:02 2085278210 THE ARGO ADVERTISER 

Comments and concerns on Snake Plain Boundaries 5. li,ts twenty two (22) Ttibptro 
May 10, 2011 - and is related to tne Snake River Plain. Basins to the Suake PlaiD Aquifer 
I have comments regarding the: No- Al,{sjp. model cBarioD Il1Jd cslibJ:a- and most ao not haY' the Madej 

vember 10,2010 State Court Filing of Pop only, HoLwster msnslWmcnt Boundary extended int() their re­
Clear Sprin&S Foods, Inc. PETITTON &CenariQS. Tech Rpt 06-002 dees net ~peetjye Aquifea like tbe Big and 
TO AMEND RULE 50.01 OF THE attempt to define a new or more ac- Ljttle I&st's. 
CONJUNCTIVE MANAGEMENT curate HydroJ@c Boupdary for the c ,:de..Note #2; Rpt-(}6-002's Table 
RULES (37,03,11) ofTHE DEPART- actual Snake.1!lainAQuifcr- >",ats the Average Anpual Upder­
MENT OF WATER RESOURCES Tech Rpt 06-002 references sev- flow for the ESPAM oC the twenty 
OF THE STATE OF IDAHO (1DWR) eral "Technical Reports" or "Design two (2l) Trlbu~ Ba91ns to tM 
and the document titled the "Enhanced Documents" that address specific Snake Plaia Aqqlfer. If tb. Vnder­
Snake Plain Aquifer Model Final Rc- design topics on the eastern Snake flowsJor the Bi2 8t1{1 LjttJe Lo,t's 
port/by: Idaho Water Resources Re- River Plain Aquifer Model upgrade ate divid«t by Rpt-O§..,002', tota) 
search In.stitute - Technical Report project. One sllch document iiilSuecl recharge iDllu t to tbe Spake Plaip 
06-002", dated July 2006, for' the November 15, 2004 is titled "Model Aquifer, tbe number is extremeb; 
lDWR, with guidance from the East- Boundary". On page 5 of this docu- smaIL les5 thaD ),Q %.,So • .Jcavc the 
em Snake Hydrologic Modeling Com- ment the following is stated: "Ideally BiK and Little Lost alone. we Are Pot 
mittee (ESHMC). also known as the: model boundaries are based on physi- eyen ip the no;,e leveJ tecbQi~~Ib:!Il 
Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer Model cal barriers to ground water flow". On Side ,Note #3; Rut:06-002's I~­
Enhancement Proiect Scenario Docu- page 6 th f< 11 . , t ted' "The trocillctjOD on Page 1 states; "Tbls " c 0 owmg IS sa. , ct - 'n ted ' . t J:: 
ment Number DDM~019. decisions made regarding the model Pfjr()Je was IQbLiL IS R

1
,ollL e -

The 9 November. 2010 "dear b d '11 ffi t th b'l'ty f th J!rt overseen -v WOpps !L eastern oun aT)' W1 a ec e a I I 0 . e S k Riv PI' lESRP 
Springs Foods, ll'lc:s;' Court Petition model to rupport later administrative ;-n'J! ~er _.BID ___ ) wawr 
to "Modify and Amet'\d the Idaho De- decisions". On page 7 the foHowing is mterests : U ,lfiO states; 1'be ES­
partmenl of Water Resource's Rule 50 stated: "The model boundary should fA¥ proJect .hRfl. seyeral otb.,- ol!-­
of the Conjunctive Management Rule~ extend to bedrock outcrops in tribu- jediyes in additi0p to matiDljl a 
(37.03.11 et seq.) to properly define tary valley~ to reduce the number of model whicb aU ipl:tft9ted-llBrties 
the hIdro10gic boupdary of the Ea...-t- inflow parameters that must be esti- c~pJd Rw:eJO and S,upporf', The 
ern Snake Plat'n Aqu('fi- ba~ed ' .... on .... atcd E 1 h th'" co'" t »1£ and ltittle Lost RITer water us-~, ,,~ -,.. u, ,xamp es w ere I~ , .• cep 'd' d k' withl 
the most recent data/infortnation". can be employed are in the Big Lest CI). {M,-JUg Iln_ WOLIP.f. __ on 
Specifically, Clear Springs Food's River drainage and ___ , This results two.oCtIle twenty two ( 2), 'tribu~n 
Petition requests that, '''The Ea.~tern in including the Big Lost River drain- Hasws to the Snake P1'IQ,1gut!er 
Snake Plain Aquifer", the area of cov- age u.p to Macka R - and .. n" were eJCluded [rom particIPating 

f . Th,' ~ -odel "Des:t cDs~~1T .. W~" l'n' _ in!lOd deye]Qpipg any oftbe project erage 0 thls mle, is the aquifer under~ ... ~ .,. 19n CClSlon ~, detalI& !!pcb 3$ Modd Boundaries. 
lying thc Eastern Snake River Plain correct, flawed and very wrong. From Et Hi d Littl Lost i ... 
as thc: aquifer is defined in the report, the Mackay Reservoir or Mackay _ c. _2 ap ___ e - water _D""t-
Enhanced Snake Plain Agujfcr..MQdel Dam approximately thirty (30) plus esm were completely !W,rpriS~ and 
Final ReporLdatcd July 2006, JdahQ miles to the interface wh.ere the Big SlPN found out about thiS proJect OD 

Water Resources Institute Tc.chnical Lost Aquifer cascades several hundred March..24. 2011\ 
Report 06-OQ:t (referred hereafter as feel dOi.\ll into the Snake Plain Aquifer 
Tech Ept Q6;002). Plea..<;e note that there exist significant hydrologic un-
Tech Rpt 06-002 does not define the knowns, Underground water flow time 
hydro)<uric boupdary of the Snake constants, transmis~;vity or hydraulic 
Plain Aquifct. It only defines a bound- conductivity. hydl'aulic gradient or 
ary of certain, not all, hydrolQgic: in- head, just to name a few, The Big Lost 
puts to it's M.w!,d. Aquifer..has not beep modeled IlDd 

The Project Scope on page 2 of Tech therefore Oiling data at tbc..Mackay 
Rpt 06-002 states the following: "Tht Dam to feed the pcw Spake Plain 
scope of the project !fAA Umited to Aquifer MOdel is tecbnicaJb; flawed 
modeLcreatiou D·Ud c;alibratiOD and aDd ewpMus to SAl! the Imt~ 
did not ~ntaj[ ggetatjon of wamr Ip conclusion, the nCIl[ Spripes 
mAnll2tm@t1t scenarios". EouN. Inc. Petitiop bd'pn: the 

Tech Rpt 06-002 does not define Court to amcpd.Rule 50 b based op 
the Snake Plain Aquifer or its respec- false erroneous information. The 
dve boundary or "area of coveragc Big l.98t and Little Lost DrajQl'lU:s 
for Rule 50", only iii model of some should Dot be included in Sbaks: 
Hydrologic Information that has been PIl\iD AQUifer. 
observed, estimated. hypothesized Sjd@ Note #1; Rllt-06-002'3 Table 

M. Marx Hint;;e 
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Important water users 
meeting Wed., May 4th 

Wednesday, May 4th, the Butte 
Co, Middle School Auditorium will 
be the site for a Water Dilrtriet meet­
ing concerning the proposed change 
of Rule 50. 

Clear Springs is asking IDVIR to 
include Butte and S, Cu.~er couTlti.es 

To Water Users: 
Cl ear Springs is t'lBking the Depart­

ment of Water Resources (IDWR) 
~o include Butte and SoutI; Cu.<;1:er 
counties in the administration of the 
Eastern Snake River Plain, which will 
place our water injeopardy ofa water 
call. The call would either require 
curtailment or mitigation; meetings 
have been and will continue to be 
held to cl.ctcrminc a course of action 
to appeal this request to IDVIR, I 

in the administration of the Em1tem 
Snake River Plai.n. 

A..b.L water user~ are highly en­
couraged to get involved while there 
is still an opporrunity to do so. 

The meeting will begiD at 7:00 
p,m, 

encourage all water 1,lSer8 to become 
involved now while we bave an op­
portunity to influence the decision. 
The next meeting will be held on May 
4th at the Butte Middle School at 7:00 
p,m., Decisions will be made with or 
without our input, T encourage your 
participation, 

Seth Beal 
Butte Counrv CommL~sioller 

rfater District 34., 
AdvisOlY Board Chairman 
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Dept. of Water Resources 
to host ~eeting in Arco 

The Idaho Department of Water 
Resources will be hosting a meeting 
in Arco on TUesday, April 19th at 
10:00 a.m. at the Butte Middle School 
Auditorium, 

The topic of conversation will be 
the matter Ofpoflsible amendment to 
Rule 50. The amendment if adopted 

would utilize a boundry change as put 
forth by the Eastem Snake Hydrologic 
Modding Committee in. 2006. 

AU citizens of Butte and Soutl, 
CuRter Counties are highly encour­
aged to attend as this could poten­
tially affect. the entire population 
of the area. 
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Water District #34 Annual 
Water Meeting held Monday 

The Water District #34 Annual 
Water Meeting was held at the Blltte 
Middle School Auditorium on Mon­
day. March 7th. 

There wag an average crowd of 
approximately 110 people on hand to 
hear the issues and ca..<rt their votes for 
Water Master and Chainnan. 

M cmb ern ' votes are based on water 
usage over a 5 year avemge. 

Jay Jensen of Moore who is 
the current Water Master was be­
ing challenged for his po:.;ition by 
Mackay resident Roger Totten. The 
Chairman position currently held by 
Loy Pehrson of Mackay wa~ being 
challenged by Lost River resident 
Seth Beal. 

Both incumbent.:. lost their posi­
tions. Roger Totten WOll with a vote 
COLU'lt of 39,325 to 36,755 for Jay 
Jensen. Seth Beal won with a vote 
count of 27.575 to 26.1 83. 

The vote's were counted by the 
Credentials Committee, who' was 
nominated by water users. The Com,­
mittee consists of Enc Aikele, Seth 
Seal. Karen Beard, Lcwcnc Clark. 
Alvin Crawford, Jnn Gregory. Keith 
Hill, Jackie Reynolds, JoAnn Rochl':, 
Mark Telford and Holly Scl':fried. 

The Chainnan position take8 effect 
immediately and the Water Ma8ter 
must be sworn in within 5 days of the 
annual meeting, then he is appointcd 
byIDWR. 
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Meeting called to discuss 
hydrologic boundary change 

A meeting has been called to dis­
cuss boundary changes to the Snake 
River PlainAqui fe:r as put forth by the 
Eastern Snake Hydrologic Modeling 
Committee. The boundary cbanges 
would now include considerable 
acreages in the Big and Little Lost 
River valleys. 

The meetings have been brought 
on by a filing before the Department 
of Water Reoource~ brought by Clear 
Springs Foods, Inc., asking fer an 
amendment to Rule 50 <if the Con­
junctive Management Rule. 

The petition requests that Rule 50 
be modified and amended as follows: 

Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer. The 
area of COVeragE of thi8 rule is the 
aquifer underlying the Eastern Snake 
River Plain as the aquifer is defined 

in the report, HSd:!oKIg} md Digittd 
Si.1lllllattol'J. of the Regional ,\qttifer 
S),stctn, EastCln Som Ri"Cl Plain, 
Idaho, USGS Profc!siOJJai Pap~r 
1488 F, 1992 e~ellldtttg ~ sotlth 
of the Snake Riuer lttld weA of the 
mle .!>cpalaLirtg Sections 34 and: 35, 
Township I B SOttth; R:imge 20 &t5t; 
Bo:iseMelidiM"lEnhancedSuWP1ajIl 
AQuifer Mpdel Final Report dated 
July 2006. IdAho Water Resou.rges 
Research Institute Teghnical Rc;part 
06..002, 

An informal meeting will be con­
ducted (In Friday, April I, at 2:00 
p.m. at the BlC in Arco for water 
u.<!cra and other intere~ted parties of 
Water J);stricts 33 and 34, 

Idaho Department of Water Re­
sources will also be hosting a meeting 

inBoise with telephonic partiCipation 
on Wednesday,Apri16th.. at 1 :OOp.m. 
ConfErence call locations locally will 
be the Mackay High School, Mackay, 
Butte Incubation Center (BIC) in 
Areo., and at tbl!: Howe Community 
CenterinHowe. Individuals may also 
participate directly by calling 1-215-
446-0193 code 504265#, 

Questions may also be directed to 
Roger Totten, Water Master, Water 
District 34, at 588-3137 or5R9-3138. 

The Arco Adyerti.~er will be happy 
to print the complete reporl titled. 
"Enhanced Snake Plain Aquifer 
Model Final Report ", f()/' interested 
parties for $55.95 plus tax. paY(1.b/e 
in advance. 

CXImm(';W., 8,632.761 ('ICf"lS 
I!$~AM1.1 ;; 7.~W.()S1Ii1cres 
ESPAM20 ~ 7,191.e51 acres 
CommGW ro E$~1.1 adds 16:2.(\$0 acres. 
comrnGW!Q ~AM20 @!do. 1;l3~.31191!lCIEG 



OS/20/2011 05:02 2085278210 THE ARGO ADVERTISER 

Att~ , 

-- SnaIIlU~M" A o ESA.P.tIM 2 Soundary 

ESP,t..M 1.1 8Dt11ldarv 
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~NOTICE,...;NOTICE~NOTICE~ 
All water users in Water District 33 & 34, a petition has been 
filed with Idaho Deptartment of Water Resources that would 

change the hydrologic boundary of the Eastside Snake Plain to 
include the Big & Liffle Lost River Valleys' water rights. An 

informall11eeting will be conducted on Friday, April 1, at 2 p.m. 
@ the BIC in Arco. Also IDWR will host a meeting in Boise with 
telephonic participation on Wednesday, April 6, @ 1 p.m. Con­

ference call locations will be at Mackay High School, BI( in Areo, 
and Howe Community Center or individuals may call directly at 
1-215-446-0193 code 504265#. Questions? Call Roger Totten, 

Water District 34 Water Master @ 588-3131 or 589-3138. 
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