|

W. MARCUS W. NYE
RANDALL C. BUDGE
JOHN A. BAILEY, JR.
JOHN R. GOODELL
JOHN B. INGELSTROM
DANIEL C. GREEN
BRENT O. ROCHE
KIRK B. HADLEY
FRED J. LEWIS
ERIC L. OLSEN
CONRAD J. AIKEN

RICHARD A. HEARN, M.D.

LANE V. ERICKSON
FREDERICK J. HAHN, Il
DAVID E. ALEXANDER
PATRICK N. GEORGE
SCOTT 4. SMITH
JOSHUA D. JOHNSON

" STEPHEN J. MUHONEN

BRENT L. WHITING
JONATHON S. BYINGTON
DAVE BAGLEY

CAROL TiPPl VOLYN
THOMAS J. BUDGE
CANDICE M. MCHUGH
JONATHAN M. VOLYN
MARK A. SHAFFER
JASON E. FLAIG

LAW OFFICES OF

RACINE OLSON NYE BUDGE & BAILEY

CHARTERED

201 EAST CENTER STREET
POST OFFICE BOX 1391
POCATELLO, IDAHO 83204-1391

TELEPHONE (208) 232-6101
FACSIMILE (208) 232-6109

www.racinelaw.net

SENDER’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: rcb@racinelaw.net

- July 16, 2009

BOISE OFFICE
101 SOUTH CAPITOL
BOULEVARD, SUITE 208
BOISE, IDAHO 83702
TELEPHONE: (208) 395-0011
FACSIMILE: (208) 433-0167

IDAHO FALLS OFFICE
477 SHOUP AVENUE
SUITE 203
POST OFFICE BOX 50698
IDAHO FALLS, ID 83405
TELEPHONE: (208) 528-6101
FACSIMILE: (208) 528-6109

COEUR D’ALENE OFFICE
250 NORTHWEST
BOULEVARD, SUITE 106A
COEUR D’ALENE, ID 83814
TELEPHONE: (208) 765-6888

ALL OFFICES TOLL FREE
(877) 232-6101

LOUIS F. RACINE (1917-2005)
WILLIAM D. OLSON, OF COUNSEL

Gary Spackman, Acting Director
Idaho Department of Water Resources
P.O.Box 83720

Boise, Idaho 83720-0098

v.wigle@idwr.idaho.gov

Re:  Implementation of Non-Stayed Portion of Ground Water Districts’
Snake River Farm Replacement Plan for 2009 and 2010

Dear Acting Director Spackman:

This is intended to supplement my July 9, 2009 letter of response to the Director
regarding the above matter.

Further comment may be appropriate on concerns of Clear Springs and the Department
that the Groundwater Districts’ 2009 Plan involves slightly less converted acreage than initially
estimated. The actual difference in modeled benefit to Clear Springs from this reduction in
acreage is minuscule, and probably not measurable. This is because: (1) the benefits of
conversion are diffuse and only a small portion will accrue to Snake River Farms, and (2) in the
submitted 2009 Plan, the over-the-rim wells will continue to be pumped (absent the Stay Order)
so there will be no change in pumping stress on the aquifer as there is with our other conversions.
If the wells are pumped, the conversion benefit derives only from recharge associated with
delivery and application losses. ‘

With the Stay Order, the over-the-rim wells are not being pumped and the benefit to
Snake River Farm can be estimated in a manner similar to our other conversions. As long as the
wells aren’t pumped, Snake River Farms gets the full conversion benefit of the foregone aquifer
stress in addition to the recharge of excess applied surface water. The resulting benefit to Snake
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River Farm, while still quite small, is likely to be 2-3 times larger than would be the conversion
benefit if the over-the-rim wells were being pumped. -

So even with the small acreage shortfall, Snake River Farms derives a greater benefit
from conversion under the Stayed plan than it would have had the Groundwater Districts
proceeded with the full 2009 Plan including pumping over-the-rim.

It should be noted that the 2009 Plan did not attempt to calculate the recharge benefit of .
surface water delivery and application to the conversion acres. Should the Department attempt to
make precise calculations of the impact of the reduced conversion acres, I believe it would be '
appropriate to take into consideration the factors discussed above.

RCBr

cc: Candice McHugh
Daniel Steenson
J. Justin May
John Simpson
Mike Creamer
Jeff Fereday
Robert Williams
Travis Thompson
Michael Gilmore
Lynn Carlquist, Chairman/North Snake GWD
Dean Stevenson/Magic Valley GWD



