North Ada County Technical Working Group Agenda

Wednesday, July 9, 2008 

2:00 – 4:00 pm

IDWR CONFERENCE ROOMS 602C and 602D
Items

1) Introductions 
2) Scope of Work Discussion 
· Project purpose:  To quantify the ground water resources in the North Ada foothills area with respect to anticipated growth and development.
· Questions to answer:  



· How much ground water can be appropriated in the North Ada foothills area?

· What impacts (if any) will the current applicant’s have on existing water rights? 
· What impacts (if any) will land use changes in the valley have on the aquifers of the North Ada foothills area? 
· Current status (Phase 1):
· Development of a conceptual model

· Expansion beyond the Ada County will be necessary (Eastern Canyon County and Gem County)

· Water chemistry appears to be a distinguishing parameter (temperature, for example)

· Defining the various areas of study area

· Geologic cross sections of study area 
· Development of a monitoring network – discussion 
· Anticipated future (Phase 2) objectives: 

· Determine the interconnectivity of the various aquifers.

· Aquifer testing

· Geochemistry

· Water levels

· Geologic conditions

· Delineate the ground water flow direction across the study area.

· Develop a water budget for each aquifer system.

· Recharge

· Sources
· Quantify
· Long Term Sustainability
· Pump testing

· Water level monitoring
· Current withdrawals
· More accurate usage rates

· More accurate well identification
· Model Development – Is a single model the goal?  A series of models?  No models?.......   

· Multiple aquifers = multiple models?  Or can a single model be produced to provide a useful tool to IDWR?

· Is the complex hydrogeology of such a small area appropriate to be modeled?
· What questions would the model be capable of answering?  
· Ideas to consider:  
· Database development – IDWR databases are limited and not readily accessible to the public.  Creation of a useful link to the existing database information would be beneficial
· Land Use Changes – Impacts to NAC aquifers
· Others?
3) Monitoring Well Selection Process
· Selection of Monitoring well candidates – what is most critical in monitoring well selection?
Location

· How important is the location with respect to existing information/monitoring sites.

· What is the likelihood of maintaining access for an extended time in the future.

· All wells inventoried can be measured on a frequent basis, at the same time of downloads (every two months, monthly?).  

                        Construction

· Is a well log available?
· How accurate/representative does the well log appear.

· Screened in a discrete interval.

Depth

· Shallow wells, how many are needed

· The deeper wells will more likely be useful due to the production wells targeting the deeper systems.

· Is the well completed in a regional system or shallow local system.

Access

· Do we have permission from the owner

· Is a pump currently installed

· Monitoring ports—how important and ideas on construction.

· Access Agreement for all well owners with data loggers.  Not required for spot measurements.

Use of Well

-  Is the well abandoned or unused?

-  Irrigation wells will be idle in winter months.

-  How much use does the well generally experience (i.e. two people, 8 people, large lawn irrigation, stockwater, etc.).

Others?

4) Future Meetings

a) Topics for discussion

b) Next meeting date

5) Closing summary – wrap up
