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To Whom It May Concern: : ‘ i
Re: water in units 33 and 34 S

I he Howe valley, (th:tle L.ost Kiver) has had tarmers inat since 1¥/%.  lhey didn't hlgany ! e
water rights then becanse they never considered someone trying to take their water! :,3'."

Any action taken against us might be legal, but il isn’t right. | L
1 he world population 1s increasing. 1'm sure that you have heard thal by 2050 the tarmprs wai!

need to produce more feod than has been produced all through history. 80 you want 10 fhassle an
agricultural area?

It you are truly concerned about making more water available 1 the spnngs along the nhﬂdle
Snake River, you need to do something about putting more water in the aquifer.

Hetore 1910, the spnngs didn’t tlow as much as they have 1n more recent years. Aroungl that
time, waler started being diverted from the Upper Snake River to canals. The farmers flood
wngated, putting the waler back Into the $o1l. As the years went by, they started to use the walag
more “efficiently” moving to hand lines, then wheel lines and center pivots.

‘T'he only trouble 1s, as they became more “ethcient”, tl:le:y quit charging the agquiter, : ‘ ’
If you want to increase flow at springs along the Snake; in high water years, like 2011, you nuhht '

to put water i the canals betore 1rigation season starts, and keep puthng it there atier m_'lgatmn
is done. If vou could find a no longer used gravel pit or two to fill, so more water couldibe puzt in
the ground that would be great! '

bnstricts 33 and 34 doﬂ t get much precipitation. 1t would be logical to assume 1n high gamntal)

vears, water might fill the aquifer 5o much that a little trickles inte the Snake River aquifer. :
However, in a normal year, especially in a low water year, there 1sn’t enough water m the aquaiicr
to go anywhere. ‘

We are at a higher elevation than the Snake River Aquiter; we never take water from if. | AS i

said, in a high water year, we might contribute to it, but if you are going to hit us for that, how
about going to all the areas that do tikewise, viz. the Birch Creek drainage and the entirg Latile
Lost and Big Lost drainages?
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