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Upper Salmon Basin

Issue: Local economies
depend on the diversion
of tributary water, but
diversions can dewater
streams and lead to
migration barriers and
habitat degradation for
Endangered Species Act
listed fish.

Solution: Implement a
voluntary program that
compensates water right
owners for changes in
Irrigation practices that
protect the local
economy while providing
the flows required for
recovery of ESA-listed
species.




ESA — Listed Species

Chinook Salmon Steelhead
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Sockeye Salmon Bull Trout
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Columbia Basin Water
Transaction Program

e Bonneville Power Administration
and Northwest Power and
Conservation Council Funded

= Established.in 2002 to support
efforts to iImprove instream:flows
““in the Columbia-Basin

e IDWR/IWRB became a Qualified
Local Entity in 2003 a



Funding

e Bonneville Power Administration
—CBWTP
— ldaho Fish Accord

 NOAA-NMFES Pacific Coast Salmon
Recovery Fund

e SRBA Habitat Fund

e USFWS — Aguatic Species
Conservation Fund




Benefits for State of Idaho

e Maintain local economies

e Protect individuals from third party
ESA “takings” lawsuits

e Recovery of ESA-listed species
e Improved recreation opportunities

e Improved natural resources for the
State

e \Warm fuzzies/cold slimies
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e 20-year lease

e 2.9 cfs kept In stream at the pomt
of diversion

e 129.3 AF consumptive use
delivered to minimum stream flow
on Salmon River.







Agreements not to Divert

e Best for short flow limited reaches

= Cannot shepherd water past other
water users . x ;




e One Irric ator diverted all or almost all of e

the flow from the Ioweren] llon

Creek. C

= = Chinook salr on could not e;me% the
~ high quali y spawning and rearing
habitat.

— e 20-year agreement not to \JLr 7.1 cfs
" from Iron Ci eék l] |
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10 cfs original
diversion at Point A

e

Storage Reservoir

e

A Irrigated Ground
with 5 cfs of 1925

5.5 cfs diverted at
+4.5¢is  tributary water

‘ Point A after lease N
-
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Irrigated Ground 1
with 5 cfs of 1920
tributary water

Mainstem
River

Fallowed Ground (consu_
with 5 cfs of 1910 portion
tributary water

+ 3 cfs

Irrigated Ground
with 10 cfs of
1920 mainstem

water
+ 3 cfs natural flow if
previously on
storage
+3cfs if aII_ Irrigated Ground
upstream senior with 10 cfs of

users were getting 1885 mainstem

full natural flow water plus storage

rights rights



