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® The SRBA District Court in Musser held that
without duly promulgated rules in place, any
attempt by the Director to conjunctively
administer water rights was arbitrary and

capricious.

The Director initiated a rulemaking to develop
negotiated rules for the conjunctive
administration of interconnected surface and
ground water rights, which were adopted on
October 7, 1994.
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¢ In May 2004, the Department and its contractors
completed work on a reformulated and
recalibrated ground water model for the ESPA.

® The reformulated ground water model completed
in May 2004 includes significant refinement
allowing for the allocation of calculated
depletions to springs in the Thousand Springs
area to be apportioned among six separate spring
complexes, including the Curran Spring from
which the Rangen rights are diverted.
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® Curtailment within Water District No. 120.
® Other relief sought:
» Curtailment in American Falls Ground

Water Management Area (GWMA)
» Areas not in a water district or GWMA
» Designation of ESPA as a GWMA




® The Director issued an Order on February 14,
2005, denying the Petition to designate the ESPA
as a Ground Water Management Area, and

designating the other three matters as contested
cases.

® On April 19, 2005, the Director issued an Order
responding to the delivery call for curtailment of
junior priority ground water rights within Water
District No. 120. The Director issued an Amended
Order on May 2, 2005.




® The May 2 Amended Order required consumptive
ground water rights in Water Districts No. 120 and
No. 130 with priority dates of February 27, 1979
and later to provide replacement water to the

members of the Surface Water Coalition for
depletions to reach gains in the Snake River
between the Near Blackfoot Gage and the
Minidoka Gage or be curtailed.
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