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The use of “Start Cards” to obtain approval for the construction of Single Family Residential wells is a 
privilege extended by the Department only to Idaho Licensed Well Drillers. The Department reserves 
the right to suspend or revoke a driller’s privilege to use start cards if a driller fails to comply with these 
procedures and all applicable laws or rules related to well drilling and well construction in Idaho. A well 
driller shall not be eligible to use start cards unless he has signed an acknowledgement that he has read 
these procedures and agrees to comply with the associated requirements. 
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1. Start Card Drilling Permits shall ONLY be used for the construction of one Single Family 
Residential “Domestic” well. Start cards are subject to the following additional conditions and 
restrictions: 

 
a. The production casing or pump chamber of the completed well shall not exceed six (6) 

inches nominal diameter. 

b. The well owner and Licensed Driller are responsible for complying with all applicable 
Administrative Rules in addition to the conditions of approval on the drilling permit. 

c. The completed and signed Start Card must be received by the appropriate regional office 
in the area you will be drilling, at least two (2) office hours prior to starting construction 
(keep all fax confirmations for your records). Start cards received by the Department after 
3:00 pm Friday are not valid until the following Monday.  Start Cards received by the 
Department that are incomplete, illegible or have inaccurate information are not 
valid. 

d. Start Cards submitted via U.S. Mail must be mailed at least three business days prior to 
drilling. Start Cards submitted by U.S. Mail are not valid to drill until they have been 
received by the appropriate regional office in the area where the well is proposed to be 
drilled. The licensed well driller is responsible for confirming with the Department that a 
Start Card has been received and is valid for construction of a well. 

e. The Start Card must include the appropriate pre-sold tag I.D. Number. 
 

Note: Pre-sold domestic well tags will be sold only to an Idaho Licensed Well Driller. 
Drilling Permits and Well Tags are not transferable from one driller or owner to another. 
The Department will not issue refunds or extend credit for submitted Start Cards or pre-
purchased Well Tags.  

 
2. Start Card Drilling Permits must NOT be used for construction or modification of wells: 

 
a. With a bottom hole temperature of 85 degrees Fahrenheit or greater or for wells that may 

encounter low temperature geothermal resources. 

b. In designated Critical Groundwater Areas (CGWA). 

c. In designated Groundwater Management Areas (GWMA). 

d. In designated Areas of Drilling Concern (ADC). 

e. In Areas of Contamination (AOC).  

f. Areas that may be otherwise designated by the Department limiting or precluding the use 
of Start Cards. Check with the regional office in the area you will be drilling for any other 
restricted areas. 

Note: See Appendix A for locations of CGWA’s, GWMA’s, ADC’s, AOC’s. See Appendix B for areas 
that require nitrate testing. These locations or designations are subject to change and Drillers are 
responsible for remaining aware of these areas. Please refer to the Department’s Website or call the 
Regional office in your area for specific locations. 



 
Statement of Understanding of 

Conditions and Procedures for use of Start Card Drilling Permits 
And Pre-Sold Well I.D. Tags 

 
I,  

 (PRINCIPAL DRILLER NAME – PLEASE PRINT) 

of ,  

(Company Name)  (Lic. No.) 

certify that I have read and understand the Conditions And Procedures For Use Of Start Card Drilling 
Permits And Pre-Sold Well I.D. Tags. 
 
 1. As Principal Driller and Company Representative, I am responsible for explaining these 
procedures to all employees of this company. 
 
 2. I understand that Start Cards must identify the current property owner and be signed by 
the property owner and/or Licensed Principal Driller to be valid.   
  
 3. I have read and understand all conditions of approval listed on the Start Card. 
Additionally I understand that regardless of who signs the Start Card, both the current property owner 
and Licensed Driller and/or Operator are responsible for complying with all associated conditions of 
approval. 
 
 4. I will ensure that the stainless steel well I.D. tag will be attached permanently to all wells 
constructed by my company as required by Administrative Rules. 
 
 I acknowledge that if my company, or its drillers, or operators fail to comply with these 
procedures, the company’s privileges to use Start Cards for constructing wells may be suspended or 
revoked. 
 
 
 
   

Signature Date 
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Appendix A. General locations of CGWA, GWMA, ADC, AOC. 
 

Designated Critical Groundwater Areas (CGWA) 
1. Blue Gulch, T-8S R-11E, 12E & 13E, T-9S R-10E, 11E, 12E & 13E, T-10S R-

11E, 12E & 13E 

2. Cinder Cone Butte, T-1S R-5E & 6E, T-2S R-4E, 5E, & 6E, T-3S R-4E, 5E, & 6E 

Designated Groundwater Management Areas (GWMA)  
1. Nez Perce County, Basin 85 - Lindsay Creek 

2. Boise Front  

a. T-4N R-1E Sec-10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 34, 35, 36 

b. T-4N R-2E Sec-7, 8, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 

c. T-4N R-3E Sec-30, 31 

d. T-3N R-1E Sec-24 

e. T-3N R-2E Sec-1-23, 26-29, 32-35 

f. T-3N R-3E Sec-5-8, 16-22, 27-29, 33, 34 

g. T-2N R-2E Sec-2-5, 8-1 

h. T-2N R-3E Sec-3, 10 

3. SE Boise  

a. T-3N R-2E Sec-25, 36 

b. T-3N R-3E Sec-30-32 

c. T-2N R-2E Sec-1, 12, 13 

d. T-2N R-3E Sec-4-9, 16-18 

4. Bruneau-Grandview 

a. T-4S through T-8S, R-2E through 6E 

5. Mountain Home 

a. T-1N R-5E, 6E, 7E; T-1S R1E through 8E; T-2S through 5S R-3E through 
7E 

6. Banbury Hot Springs Groundwater Management Area. Requires a Bottom Hole 
Temperature Probe onsite when drilling. 

a. T-8S R-14E Sec 19, 20 west of Snake River, 28 west of Snake River, 29, 
30, 31, 32, 33 west of Snake River 

b. T-9S R-14E Sec 4 west of Snake River, 5 east Half, 9, 10, 11 southwest 
quarter, 13 southwest quarter, 14, 15 north half, 23, 24, 25, 36 

c. T-9S R-15E Sec-31 west half 
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Designated Areas Of Drilling Concern (ADC) 
1. Shoshone County, Basin 94 

a.  Bunker Hill Superfund Site 

2. West Boise – NO DRILLING PERMITS OF ANY KIND  

3. West Boise near Boise Town Square Mall (Solvent), 

a. T-3N R-1E Sec-1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13 

 
Areas Of Contamination (AOC)  
Note:  The following general areas of contamination should be carefully considered 
before drilling.  Contact local DEQ office for more information. 

1. Statewide, All Counties (Landfills) 

Wells should not be drilled through landfills (old or new) without a pre-approved 
permit.  If drilling has commenced prior to discovering that the well is located 
over a landfill, drilling shall cease immediately and the Department contacted for 
alternative locations or specific construction details, depending on the 
circumstances. 

2. Ada County, Basin 63 

a. Garden City/Ustick bench area (Solvent) 

b. MK Locomotive shop area (Solvent) 

c. Eighth Street area (Solvent) 

d. Tank Farms on Curtis Road (Petroleum) 

3. Canyon County, Basin 63 

a.  North Nampa area (Solvent) 

4. Bannock County, Basin 29 

a. Area near Pocatello’s County Landfill (TCE Solvent) 

5. Freemont County, Basin 21 

a. Island Park: Impact of septic/sewer disposal systems on groundwater 
quality 

6. Adams County, Basin 67 

a. Mesa



Appendix B. IDWR Southern Region areas that require Nitrate Testing when 
issuing a Drilling Permit 

 
T-8S  R-22E – All  
  R-23E – All 
  R-24E – All 
T-9S  R-13E – All 
  R-14E – South of the Snake River 
 R-15E – South of the Snake River 
 R-16E – South of the Snake River 
 R-17E – South of the Snake River 
 R-18E – South of the Snake River 
 R-22E – All 
 R-23E – All 
 R-24E – All 
T-10S R-13E – All 
 R-14E – All 
 R-15E – All 
 R-16E – All 
 R-17E – All 
 R-18E – South of the Snake River 
 R-19E – South of the Snake River 
 R-20E – South of the Snake River 
 R-21E – South of the Snake River 
 R-22E – All 
 R-23E – All 
 R-24E – All 
T-11S R-13E – All 
 R-14E – All 
 R-15E – All 
 R-16E – All 
 R-17E – All 
 R-18E – All 
 R-19E – All 
 R-20E – South of the Snake River 
 R-21E – All 
 R-22E – All 
 R-23E – All 
 R-24E – All 
T-12S R-16E – All 
 R-17E – All 
T-13S R-16E – All 
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