
Craig D. Hobdey 
(208) 934-4429 

I<arlI)reher,I)irector 

LAW OFFICES 
HOJBDEY.& HOJBDEY 

125 Fift:h Avenue West 
P.O. Box 176 

Gooding, Idaho 83330-0176 

September 4, 2002 

Idaho Department of Water Resources 
1301 North Orchard Street 
Statehouse Mail 
Boise, Idaho 83720-9000 

Re: Big Wood Canal Company/Upper Wood River Valley 

Dear Director Dreher: 

Rece,veo 
SEP - 5 2002 

Department of Water Resources 

Facsimile 
(208) 934-4420 

Enclosed please find a copy of a Memorandum dated June 2, 1922 regarding the by-pass canal 
in the Upper Wood River Valley. This was discovered by Lee Peterson the local watermaster and 
subsequently made available to the Big Wood Canal Company. As general counsel for the Canal 
Company I have been asked to advise you that the Canal Company will be making improvements on 
the by-pass and using the canal pursuant to the original agreement. No one on the board is sure why 
this agreement has not been enforced the past 15-20 years, but given the last several short water years 
it has become necessary that we exercise that option. There are several small diversion dams on the 
Wood River, below where the by-pass enters back into the river. The Canal Company will be 
removing those so flow will not be impaired. 

The Board ofDµ-ectors thought it would it be courteous to advise the Department as to their 
plans and the local watermaster wanted some direction from the Department as to what his role 
should be, if any. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation and assistance. 

CDH:dm· 
Enclosure 
c: Jetty Nance 

Craig D. Hobdey 
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to the Joint 'Wator UIWl"B · .usoolation, 

D1str1ots 7 its u. 

Gontl~ 

In the tall of 19.a:> the construction of a by-:po.&8 

1n the uu.i.,er .B1g woo4· IU.ver Valley was atarted b,Y -~ -~dal>.o Irrigation 

oo. 1n oooporat1on with the UppeJ- and Lo-Iller Decreed Water Users. 

· -:::., :\,' · ,, ··,· .·,· .... '''·':!!b.a;canal known aa "llo. 55" '118:• taken overwith 

the ~rsta:ndtng that mmera o! the ca.Dal ware to reeleve their 

par1:1on ot an:, ·b&iJJ.«tcs derived aJld we.re to be exanpt fl-am an;, 
. . ·:,; :: .. ·· ··=·· •, • .. . •' ...• -, .·.·.::,",,•· •' ··•. 

assesmmta oaver1ng til'at cost • 
.... '...... •.• •• . • • .-· .. •,,"4. •;..t. -~-- · ...... ---;,. 

.. ·- ., ... ~ . .,. 
•. ~ . ·• : : 

· ~- ].l01nt ot divoraion of the By-pasis (The old 

point of d,1v~siou of oaJ:lal No. 55) is· at a point 1n the SE?1 of 

:the SW-.} .at -:~tion: 13. abattt 1000 tt. no:tth o! seot1on lino between 
. . .. . ... ...~ ., .,... . 

sections"J.3·t. 24, l !t, 18 E. lflLO ~pass follows the old co:nal 

about 6700 ft. and- thel:loe through. an ~nt · o~ ·· the · Black 
. .. ' 

.Ditoh to aeot1on lino between sect!ona .26 and 36• thoooo wost through . . .. ' . - •. 

on ent!.rol~rnew oonstraoted section to an o.·14 sloush. a distruioo 

of abo\i~· 27QO __ tt. • ·thmioe 1n a sou~ 41naot1on for about 
'. ,. . . . . ,., 

2:700 · .ft .• ~e :1t·· eq,ties into the ~n ·cJwmol. of Big \Vood River. 

mis· obJ~~ o! the By-,Pase 1a to by'."'i)Bss a section 

of . .B1trWood lU,v9rb.O\m Q.J ··~ dry-9.od", where ~onsiderable loss 
• 

0
, ·,. I:•··,! I 1 ,,:• ~. •. , • '• , : ' ; :•,' Y,,0 • ','-', • ,, 0 , , 

·ooouri:~:·:Whe ·a:a.pao1ty ~I to bo ~tio1oni to OUl'J'Y tho flow durlllg . . . . . " . ~ . 

. the 101' ~tor.:.~.(?.10d !111Ch would 1XJOlude tbe \dnte~ .. IIIO~ths as well 
.,·. ·••. :.1 .. . 

a.a tbe low mtm- ~eriod during the 1rr1snt1on senscm. 
,, . . ,:, ... '.· .'': 
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~ oost of the .By-pass to date is 

.Paid through Water ~ter Report 

Bala.nae 

Paid by Uppw Dearee4 User111 

Cash to Idaho Irrigation Co. 
Francis Jonas Bill 
Cash to la.bar 

Pu.id by .Lower Decreed Usors; 

Ca.sh to Idaho Irrigation co. 

.PA.id by ldnho .Irrigation Co. 
Leas paid to I. 1. co. 

C 000.00 
89.30 

roo.oo 

$3600.00 
@,09 

$ 0099.36 

§4,85 

$ 160.00 

$3040,00 

----------------------
!I.'he total cost o~ 

Less 
e oo99.3a 

54.-,85 

ft:3789.SO 

was to be paid as follows; 

o/10 o:t $5044.63 to be paid 11:J' Id.ah.a .Irrigation Co. tor winte.r uo 

1a.2';£ o:t remainder (~2011.a1x1a.2;-.t 
tor sumner saving ~otal 

Paid 

.Bal nme to pq 

$ 3026.72 
3§7,24 

~ 3393.96 
3949.00 

Upper .Decreed Usors, 62.4 % ot ~2011.01 
Far samner aa.vll3g fJ..259 .11 

Pa.14 

.1'alo.mo to po:., 

r.owor Deoroed Users, 19.4% of ~2017.81 

.Paid 
B 

$ 391.46 
160,99 

$353 e96 I ,{ , i f ' 

$669.81 
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Lowor ilecreed. users 

.Baleme to pq 

fotal 3.IUQ\1l1t clue 
66 

, ___________ ...... 
$ l.265.23 

!1?he saviDg made lJ,J the ay-pas11 ia lst1Jlated at 900 1.mhea 

to be d!vided as follmvu; 

The Idaho Irrigation oo •• 1s.2~ of 900 9 

!l.1he U,Ppor Daoreed Users, 6,2.4% 0£ 900, 

163~8 blohes 

- 17496 1mho8 

900.0 inches 

!!be ent!.'ra winter saVing le to r,.u to the IdahO Irrlgat10D oo. or 

theil' sacaeaaora. 

--------------

f.be following datn gatherod dur1?18' 1919• 1920 8.Xld l9.2lwlll 

prOYe the loaa in the Dry-bed ooot1on of 316 wo.od River as well as the 

saving unde by tho ~-,pnss. 

An 1nveatigati0?:1 made on JUr.ie 25th. 191.9. (see reports by c. w. 

Kief and Stewart Campbell, :&'ile No. 106) in the dry-bad seotlon o~ Big 

tt'ood ru.ver sho,ilJed a loss o:f 28.G sac. :tt. !rhls 1mest!ga.t1on started at 

the Glemale BrldE;e aDlt ended at a point a'bollt ·;;- ml.le below oaml Bo• 

61. !t'he loss fl-am the Glerulalo Bridge to head o~ :ay-pass la 6 sec• ft• 

( See ohart Bo. 329 1920 .Ilg Wood report) faldng this loss from the 

28.6 aeo. :ft. given above llnd we have a net loss of 22.6 sec. n. 
In the 1'.aJ.l o:t: 1920 an average flow of' 46 seo. n. was turnod. 

down the river whioh roquirod thirty c;1iqa to cross1 or an avarago loss 
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of 46 seo. :rt. for the thirty days • .Af'tor the wator reached tho end of the 

dry-bed the a~ loss tor a pariod o~ 12 de.ye was 44 soo. ft. (Seo 

ch32"t No. 24~ 1921 Big W':Y.>d River report) 

On ootober 2lst,l9il , an investiption was ma.de by Mr •. s. ~. 

Baer alld writer, with on ava.ilablo supply of 42.9 seo. ft. in river 

just below heed o! B'J-s.mas a. los~ o! lG.9 sco. ft. was found. At ths 

time of' th! c 1 i.'!V'o:t ti t.-..i. ti cm tl1e n c,w til.rO'll6h the By-paas was GO sec. ft. 

16.9 BE.'C. ft. is 39.4 ~ of the a.v,ula.bls supply in the river below 

By-pass, naz.oely 4.2.9 seo. ft. P..a.d all the \"JO.ter been nowing dmm the 

River wit.ii the same percentae,-e of loss, the loss would have been 40 sec. 

ft., which corresponds var:, nearly with the loss ln the fall or l9ro. 

ll'igurillg the loos on a part!anta.t,,"'O baaoa is not 'f/art reliable, a muoh 

more accurate zoothod would be to tair..e the inoreased wetted area. 1n 

this case e.a the water wa.s spreatl.1I16 out 1n :mimerou.s c,haxmels it ts 

safe to say that the loss would have imrea.sed ver:, materially• 

S!he tol.low1:ng :figures are given ~or four ruontruJ. !Tov. :Dec• Jan. 

and Feb. Hailey 

.A. F. 

" 

~se figure-a give a gain of 6'114 ucro £oet with the ·flow of the river 

goincli through the .By-po.os ove1• tho flow through tbs r1~ for a 1.20 dlif3 

perl.locl. f.hase figures give an average ga1.Jl of 28 seo. tt. 

now .rwch of this G,'SJ.n.1 fs.»:/, ~ be 4ue to other cauaes is 
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1921 showod au averat,"8 loao o:r 3.S soo. ft. 

With Allt011Btio Utag\; .Racordo1·s a.t tho ~d and mouth of tb& 

~ss am. a daily record o! tllli cam:s.l d.1~rsions tnlcon for the pe.rlod. 

Aug. 1st to Sept. zo, a. wean loss of l.9 BOO. ft. \'&n towld.. 

On Dec. 23, 19Zl at 5.lv P• nl. an additional 11.0tld. of 32 sec. ft 

flowllig do\w. the river. At 12 oolock m1d-~t Bls.11" station shmtGd 

b-J the o.utomtio at3g'e recorder, a gain of. 16 sec. ft. and contimted 

to pin as ah.Own by lo.st 1·ecord.s rocieved on neo. 27th at wh.1ah tlroe 

the gain wac 2S sac. ft. with the a.ss-.ltap)ion that tho same :now was 

available at the head of the By-pass. 

Shortly ai'ter the SJ.iril}6 run-o:f'! the l ossos a.re considerable 

loss than Bh09T4 by above fiE,uros • .i:.xceptiomlly good. water years with 

a high water tabla the losa will bo lass, hcmaver !t is sai'e to say that 
average 

takil'l6 16 aao. :ti. or 900 iuolwa as tho net saviDg of the By~s during 

the low wa.tel" period 1s a oonsorvntive tigara. 

!l?ha.t lOPsos taking placo in tho dJ.-y-bod do not find their "fnl3 

into .Big WoOd lUver lOOl~r dov.in bu.t now to 51lvor Creek la shown by 

contour ~t>S ot the water tnblo o.c nndo up f'rom 'Wli observations nwie 

dnr1JC 1920· aJld 19~ JJ.s;.Jw.ldn« into coM.1darat1on the 1tat1on above 

1ilJ.D d:ry- bed. am. the now of" tho river beJ.ow all z,a\unl flow oz, aeepago 

··-.-- .. ,, _____ 7··~--. 
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1~21 tllut 1..0.ter oould bu r,)t.,llatod :;xn-e oocurato with less Vm"iatlon 1n 

d.ocrood usero. 

boon shoffll b():f0.1'8 it roqutrod. so ~ w1th na moon now of 46 eeo. tt. 

to crOGS the dry-bod. vzhtlo in tl1e £all o:r 1920 ni"t-Or the construotion 

wo.rk £or thAt yon:r ffllB over t110 water ·wur. 1mt through the by'-pa,s9 1n 

i:rho 'U;P.P<Jr ond ot tJ:ie .Bif-po.ss will nood so:m enlur&t)IOOnt to 

CD.r'r'J t.1le tall fl.CAT afto1• tho 1rl.·ig"..1tlon son.con. !.brk w1ll be needed 
e 

fra:l tl;:.;0 to tii.l) to mop 1 t 1n ro1>a.J.r and. keop the ri'Vttl' ttm drwag:lng 

tbG lower om. !ho bcm1t1ta,out slde o~ the oaV!J>&,'t1hiah 1'Ul So to Gl.l 

water users will tulh m:,rt, t.hD.n ot.r-oat ro::, mintomnae. r.oooDSnTJ to 

k:Oap, it 1n wo.r'd"l(; order. the> coot o! t.duch should bo put on tJ~- ~nrl.1 ------··---····---··· ·- ... "--·:--···--···- ·-- .•... -....... -···· 

v.otor unstor bill~ 
............ _. 0 ........ ····-·H·-., "'••••00000•·-·· Respectfully submitted~ 

~-·/I~ 
water }ii"aster ~ 
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