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BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
OF THE 

STATE OF ~ASHINGTON 

AND THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ~ATER RESOURCES 
OF THE 

IN THE HATTER OF THE 
COORDINATED MANAGEMENT 
OF THE PULLHAN-MOSCO~ 
GROUND ~~R AQUIFER 

STATE OF IDAHO 

INTERAGENCY AGRES~ENT 

WHEREAS the ground water resource located Ln the Palouse RLver/Hangman 
Creek basLns of Latah Couney Idaho and Yhltman County YashLngton LS an 
lmportant water source for cLtLzens of both Washlngton and Idaho and 

WHEREAS the Pullman Moscow Water Resources CommLttee (PMWRC) made up 
of representatLves from WhLtman County Latah County Clty of Pullman CLty of 
Moscow UashLngton SCate Unlverslty and Unlverslty of Idaho has been 
establlshed 1n recognltlon of local concerns for the safety and rellabilLty of 
the ground water resource because of contlnuLng decllnes 1n ground water 
levels 1n the Pullman-Moscow aqUifer and 

WHEREAS computer·s1mulated model1ng stud1es sponsored by the PMWRC 
1nd1cate that the ground water level dec11nes w11l contlnue 1f annual rate of 
w1thdrawal from the aqu1fer lncreases and 

WHEREAS appl1catlons flled 1n both Yash1ngton and Idaho 1n recent years 
fUL laLge w~thdraJa~s uf .atar frem t~a aq~~fa~ ~ldlcata th~ pot~-t.al e~~sts 
for substantlally lncreased ground water w1thdrawals and an assoclated decllne 
1n ground water pumplng levels and 

WHEREAS the PMWRC has adopted a coordlnated management plan Wh1Ch sets 
goals for lmproved management of the Pullman Moscow aqulfer and aetlon plans 
almed at achlevlng these goals have been adopted by each of the ent1tles 
belonglng to the PMYRC and 

WHEREAS the D1rector of the Department 
~ashlngton 1S charged With the admln1stratlon 
ma1ntaln a safe sustalned Yield (ReVised Code 
authorlzed by Yash1ngton law to represent the 
lnterstate water rlghts and water development 
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of Ecology of the State of 
of ground water resources to 
of Uashlngton 90 44 130) and 1S 
state 1n matters pertalnlng to 
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~~EREAS the Dlrector of the Department of ~ater Resources of the State 
of Idaho 1S charged wlth the admlnlstratlon of ground water ~o maLntaln 
reasonable pump Lng levels (Sectlon 42 226 Idaho Code) and 15 authorized bv 
Sectlon 42 1805 Idaho Code to represent the state 1n matters pertalnlng to 
lnterstate water rlghts and water development and 

VHEREAS the responslble offlcLals of each state deslre to achleve 
coordlnated management of the ground water resources of the Pullman Moscow 
aqulfer 1n accordance wlth the2r respectlve state laws and 10 cooperatlon wlth 
the PMWRC and lts member entltles 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY AGREED THAT admlnlstratlon of the ground 
water resources of the Pullman Moscow aqulfer wlli be 1n accordance w1ch the 
adopted Groundwater Management Plan of the PWJRC to the extent that such 
plan can be 1mplemenced and adm1nistered under the laws of each state The 
follOWing spec1fic actlons Will be taken by the adm1nistratlve agency of each 
state to 1mplement the plan 

l Issuance of new permlts to appropriate ground water and approval of 
appl1cat10ns to change eXlstlng ground water rlghts wlll be gUided by the 
Aithdrawal limitations 1n the PHYRC plan The state administrative agenC1es 
Will prOVide coples of all such applLcatLons to the PMWRC for reVlew and 
evaluat10n relative to compliance wlth the PHWRC plan The declslon making 
authorlty rests With the state agency but the recommendatlons of the PMYRC 
wtll be made part of the offlCtal record for each appllcatlon 

2 Appllcants propos1ng slgnlflcant (as determ1ned by the director of the 
state wlth1n which the appl1catlon 1S flIed) 1ncreases ln Withdrawal of ground 
water from the Pullman-Moscow aqUifer wlil be requtred to prOVide Information 
on alternative sources of water conservation practices to be Implemented to 
reduce the quantLty of water wlthdrawn and slm1lar Lnformat1on needed to 
demonstrate compl1ance w1th the PHURG plan 

3 ApplLcatlons for transfer of ground water rLghts across the state Ilne 
w1ll be cons1dered ln accordance wlth the appl~cable laws of each scate and 
wLII be gU1ded by the PMWRC plan 

4 Thl! damlt11SLrclt.&.V'e ager.cy c.f each state \0111 Althl."l the fund!.n€; 
available and ehe prlor1tles set by the dl.rector of each staee endeavor to 
enforce the appll.cable laws of each state relative to supervls10n of 
constructLon and ma1ntenance of-wells unauthor1zed d1verslon and use of 
waeer and conservatl.on of water to ach1eve the goals of the PMYRC plan 

5 Wlthln funding SpeCl.flCally avallable for such purposes the 
admlnistrat1ve agency of each state Will cooperate 1n studl.es necessary to 
evaluate the ground water resource and 1mprove management of Lt 

6 A representat1ve of each agency w1II be designaeed by the d1rector of 
each agency as respons1ble for coord1natl.on of the agency's actLvltles w!.th 
the PMWRC 
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IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD that thls agreement 1S effectlve upon slgnature 
by both directOrs and accomplishment of such flllng notlce or approval 
requlrements as mav be necessary ThiS agreement shall remaln LO effect untll 
termlnated by wrltten notlce bv etther party 

DATE 4p. \ S \e. ~ 1.. 
I"'D"-CHUCK Cu.RKE 

DIRECTOR 

R KEITH 
DIRECTOR 

OF ECOLOGY 

IDAHO DEPART~ENT OF YATER RESOURCES 
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