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C.L. “BUTCH” OTTER
                         Governor

Gary Spackman
Interim Director
Dear Mr. Hazen,
On behalf of the Idaho Department of Water Resources, I would like to express my appreciation for your efforts to help secure funding in a cooperative effort to support groundwater tracer tests.  Please find attached the final report for tests completed at the Malad Gorge State Park with excellent results.  This test was the first successful tracer test in the lower ESPA below INEL and proved the viability, feasibility, methods and strategy for implementation.  
I originally estimated a cost of about $1,500 and we spent $1,800 so the project was over budget by $300 or 17% due to unforeseen circumstances.  Idaho Power, Middle Snake Reg Water Resource Commission and LSRARD all provided $500 each.   

From both a personal and professional note, I have enjoyed this project immensely and it will provide some excellent data for knowledge about the ESPA and research of the east side of the Hagerman Valley and adjacent areas.  The data from this test also provided a solid foundation to gauge decisions for more tests at larger scales.  We plan to test again but increase the distance from 1,000 feet to 3,000 within the next month.  At the moment our account is zero for a budget and as much as I feel bad about asking for more funding I sure need it to carry on.  Could you approach LSRARD and the Middle Snake Water Resource Commission again?  I have sent them a thank you letter and copy of the report too.  I will also make a request to Idaho Power Company again.  
Just for your information, the project would have cost much more if I would not have begged and borrowed equipment, most of which was ‘my’ equipment that I used when tracing at the Bell Rapids Irrigation District area years ago.  When I left the federal government I gave away all my equipment and supplies noted below.

1. Turner Designs TD700 Fluorometer


$5,000

2. Turner Designs SCUFA with upgrades


$7,000

3. Black Light





$   400

Regards,

Neal Farmer

Special Projects Coordinator

Idaho Department of Water Resources 

287-4836  







