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To: 
Bill Jackson

National Park Service Chief of Water Resource Division


1201 Oak Ridge Drive


Suite 250


Fort Collins, CO. 80525

Dear Mr. Jackson,

On behalf of the Idaho Department of Water Resources, I would like to express my appreciation for the assistance from the National Park Service Water Resource Division with groundwater tracer tests in southern Idaho.  You may remember that I worked at the Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument and now work for the Idaho State Department of Water Resources.  A project was initiated last year to tracer groundwater in the ESPA (East Snake Plain Aquifer) basalt aquifer in southern Idaho and it would not have been possible without the support by NPS WRD.  Larry Martin has provided technical guidance, recommendations, and loaning us some equipment.  The tracing project has been implemented on a shoestring budget and would not have gotten off the ground without this mission critical support.  I’ve known Larry for at least 12 years and he has always provided excellent advice, logic, rationale, field support, project proposal support, humor, etc. etc.; and so easy to work with.  

Please find included a copy of the final main report and an addendum.  Much of the equipment that was used in these tests was provided by NPS WRD and I hope we can continue to use it as long as possible.  We have achieved unprecedented results which have ‘broken the ice’ of implementing tracer tests for the ESPA.  We are planning additional traces and a new one just started last week.  I absolutely love the hydrogeologic investigations the department is allowing me to engage in because a large part of my work involves studying the east side of the Hagerman Valley which helps ‘complete the circle’ of my knowledge because as you know I studied the west side for 11 years.  The state of Idaho is benefitting from the education, experience, training and insight I gained from the support of the NPS and WRD.  
Give my regards to all in the WRD as I miss seeing and interacting with the staff.  

Regards,

Neal Farmer

Special Projects Coordinator

Idaho Department of Water Resources 

287-4836  

http://www.idwr.idaho.gov/waterboard/PlanningStaff/staff.htm







