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Bear River Ground Water Management Area

• Designated by IDWR Director’s Order on August 12, 
2001

• Established “hold” on action on pending or future 
applications proposing consumptive uses of ground 
water until adoption of management plan by the IDWR 
Director

• Created the Bear River Water Management Advisory 
Committee to make recommendations

• Ground Water Management Plan adopted by IDWR 
Director on February 24, 2003



Key Purposes of Management Plan

• Accommodate projected growth and water 
demand while protecting senior priority water 
rights

• Simplify and expedite acquisition of water rights 
by providing guidance

• Encourage innovative and flexible strategies for 
making water available

• Encourage conservation and wise use of water



The Simplified Mitigation Strategy

• Mitigate for depletion 
• Use published, accepted calculations
• Applicant and other water users know in 

advance the required mitigation
• Expedient process
• Does not preclude public process of notice 

and protest



ALTERNATIVES FOR OBTAINING WATER SUPPLIES FOR DEVELOPMENT
IN THE BEAR RIVER BASIN

List A:  Sources of Mitigation Water Acceptable for "Simplified Method"

1.  Stored Water
     a.  Purchase existing right
     b.  Lease through Water Supply Bank/rental pool
     c.  Build new storage

2.  Natural Flow Rights from Bear River or tributaries
     a.  Purchase or lease existing right
     b.  Water Supply Bank
     c.  Canal Company shares

3.  Conservation

Ground Water Right

Surface Water Right
only if direct, immediate

interconnection

Change Existing Right
IC 42-222

Tie to a Municipal Provider's System

Presumption can be overcome by
technical data demonstrating

injury to specific rights if protests/
objections are filed

IDWR will presume prior rights are
protected by the amount of

mitigation estimated from new depletion

Mitigate mainstem Bear River
in Idaho within specified division

Timing of mitigation during year
not specified

Mitigation water sources
(see List A in box)

Applications shall include depletion esti-
mate and agreement to supply

simplified mitigation including description
of source, arrangements for it

Pending applications given 60 days
to augment filings or be rejected

Simplified Method

Technical Evaluation of amount,
location and timing of depletion

caused by new use

Technical/legal evaluation of
injury to existing rights caused

by depletionary effects determined
for new use

No mitigation required if evaluation shows
 new use is nonconsumptive and/or
 ground wayer source sought  is not

 interconnected to Bear River or tributaries

Agreement with owner of injured
right

Mitigation plan per Rule 43
Conjunctive Management Rules

Applications include study results
and mitigation plan or agreement

Pending aplications given 60 days
to augment or be rejected

Mitigation

Individual Method
(Case-by-Case)

Obtain New Water Right

NEW CONSUMPTIVE GROUND WATER USE PROPOSED



Other Components of 
Management Plan

• Measuring and Reporting of Ground 
Water use 

• Enforcement of Diversion and Use



Related Actions

• Creation of Bear River Rental Pool
• Creation of Water Measurement District
• Expansion of Watermaster 

Administration
• Idaho State Water Plan for Bear River 

Basin
• Advisory Committee Continuation



BEAR LAKE END OF MONTH STORAGE
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Lake predicted to rise to 5910.2
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